
Book reviews 727

Studies of Rheumatoid Disease: Proceedings of the Third
Canadian Conference on Research in the Rheumatic
Diseases, Toronto, 25-27 February, 1965.

Pp. xi+322, illustrated. Toronto: University Press.
London: Oxford University Press. 1967. £7.

This book is based on work presented to the Third
Canadian Conference on research in the rheumatic diseases
at Toronto, February 1965. It is indeed a difficult task to
edit such a symposium and the sponsors are to be con-
gratulated. The papers are uniformally readable and easy to
follow for the non-expert.

It is divided into seven parts ranging from experimental
arthritis through the immunoglobulins, connective tissue
biochemistry to clinical studies and therapy. As such, the
research is one-sided. The clinical experiments are unin-
spiring, except for the study on intra-articular radioactive
gold, and little new is presented.
However, there is plenty of good meat in the sections on

immunoglobulins, lysozymes and the morphology of experi-
mental arthritis. It is difficult to single out one particular
paper for praise, but with immunology in rheumatic diseases
being such a fashionable avenue of research, the accounts of
enzymatic fragmentation of human immunoglobulins, the
serum and gamma globulins in rheumatoid arthritis, are
well worth close study. Since the demonstration of inclusion
bodies from leucocytes in synovial fluid in rheumatoid
arthritis, the lysosomal concept and its role in connective
tissue disease is given coverage; this is welcome. It is
interesting to observe how biochemical studies on collagen,
which only a few years ago produced such a flood of papers,
now takes a second place, but the basic knowledge of
connective tissue biochemistry is well covered and worth
reading.

It is always easy to be critical of rheumatic disease research,
as there has been np breakthrough comparable to finding the

rheumatoid factor some years ago. But much is going on
and this report is of more than passing interest to all
physicians as it is up to date and so easy to read.

Modern Trends in Pathology-IT
Edited by T. CRAWFORD. Pp. vii-+ 323, illustrated.
London: Butterworth. 1967. 85s.

This second volume in the series of Modern Trends in
Pathology lives up to the high standard set in its predecessor
8 years previously. It contains chapters on analytical
cytochemistry, recent developments in the field of inflam-
mation and repair, immune response to tissue transplants,
the problem of atherosclerosis and thrombosis, the relation
of the thymus to neoplasia, electron microscopy of human
liver disease and immunofluorescence studies on the human
placenta. The bulk of the material comes from British sources
but Australia and the United States are also represented.
Most of the work described is concerned with fundamental
research but there is much of importance not only to morbid
anatomists, even those of the now somewhat decried 'old
school' like the reviewer, but also to those practising the
other disciplines. The masterly reviews by acknowledged
experts in their particular fields will also be of great value to
the general medical reader though there may be difficulty in
absorbing the highly technical jargon inevitable in some
chapters. No doubt what appear to be research tools of
today, for example the techniques of analytical cytochemistry
described by A. H. Hale, will be in use in the routine
histology laboratory in a few years' time and open up exciting
prospects for the next generation of pathologists. The book
is well produced and there are abundant references in each
chapter. Its high price should not be a deterrent to those who
wish to keep abreast of developments in the new approaches
to cellular pathology.
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