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London: The Association of the British Pharmaceutical
Industry.

Christian Motivation in the Practice and Progress of Medicine.
By ARNOLD S. ALDIs. Lister Centenary Address. Pp. 24.
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Book reviews

Infectious Diseases
By A. M. RAMSAY and R. T. D. EMOND. Pp. xii+306,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann. 1967. 63s.

The authors and publishers are to be congratulated on the
timing of this publication which fulfils a long awaited need
for an up-to-date work in infectious diseases as encountered
in the British Isles. With the decline or disappearance of
some of the scourges of the past by immunization and Public
Health measures the pattern of infectious diseases has
greatly changed but the importance of the problems that
still confront us has tended to be underestimated in recent
years. The advent of antibiotics has made it more than ever
important to establish an accurate etiological diagnosis if
the tools now at our disposal are to be properly and effectively
used. This book sets out clearly and concisely the important
facts that should be known not only by those intending to
specialize in infectious diseases but in some measure by those
working in all other fields.
The orderly presentation of the various diseases makes for

easy reference proceeding from etiology, epidemiology and
pathology to the clinical course, diagnosis and treatment.
An exception to this is the period of infectivity which is not
always clearly stated. The numerous colour plates are a
welcome addition but it is a pity that the need to keep down
the cost of the book has necessitated their grouping rather
than their insertion in the relevant chapters. The views
expressed are based on a wide experience and any criticism
is likely to be on matters of detail rather than with any
broader issues. Space could have been saved by omitting a

number of ECGs showing minor nonspecific changes, e.g.
varicella, glandular fever and infectious hepatitis.
As the book aims at a wide audience, especially under-

graduates, stress might have been given to the fact that in
uncomplicated measles the temperature should be normal
by the 7th day (3rd day of rash). Rapid panting respirations
are often seen at the onset of the rash due to the measles
virus and not a secondary bronchopneumonia although this
may be impossible to differentiate on clinical grounds. In
meningococcal infections warning is perhaps required for
doctors to be on the look out for sulphonamide-resistant
strains of meningococci which have been reported from
other parts of the world. The authors have wisely avoided
controversial issues although whether benign myalgic
encephalomyelitis deserves a separate chapter is perhaps
debatable and more space could with advantage have been
devoted to bacterial pyogenic meningitis. The fact that any
criticism can be confined to these and other minor points bears
testimony to the general excellence of the book and the
clarity of its presentation makes for easy reading.

This book can be strongly recommended both for under-
graduates and postgraduates and will be a useful reference
book that should be available in all hospital libraries. If at
a later date a further edition is contemplated thought might
be given to include certain diseases that are becoming of
greater importance in this country with increasing travel and
immigration, e.g. malaria and certain intestinal infestations
such as ankylostomiasis. No longer can we be insular and
as Professor Maegraith has pointed out one of the most
important questions to ask a patient is 'Where have you
been?' and 'When were you there?'
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