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Books received

The Cancer Cell in Vitro. By E. J. AMBROSE, D. M. EASTY
and J. A. H. WYLIE. Pp. xi+90, illustrated. London:
Butterworths. 1967. 35s.

Ethical Responsibility in Medicine. A Christian Approach.
Edited by V. EDMUNDS and C. G. SCORER. Pp. viii+200.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone. 1967. 30s.

New Editions
Introduction to Obstetrics. By G. H. GREEN. Third edition.

Pp. 252, illustrated. Christchurch, New Zealand: N. M.
Peryer. 1966. 37s 6d.

Materia Medica and Pharmacology for Nurses. By J. S. PEEL.
Sixth edition. Pp. 200, illustrated. Christchurch, New
Zealand : N. M. Peryer. 1966. 27s 6d.

Book reviews

Pathology of the Aged
By FLORENCE MCKEOWN. Pp. 361, illustrated. London:
Butterworth. 1965. 77s 6d.

In this book Dr Florence McKeown reviews her experience
of 1500 necropsies on patients over 70. She discusses her
findings in the light of the literature and often makes
illuminating comments also on clinical problems.

After a general review of the alterations in the age structure
of the population and the changing face of medicine which
results from this she reviews the body by systems, devoting,
as is appropriate, almost one-third of the book to diseases
of the heart and circulation. By comparison the space given
to cerebrovascular and neurological disease is perhaps
disproportionately small, but the chapters on the remaining
systems of the body are well balanced, and the importance
of malignant processes in each system receives proper
emphasis.
The book is only just over 300 pages long. It is well

indexed and the author provides over 400 references up to
1963. An engaging feature of the references is that the titles
of the papers are quoted as well as the authors. The book is
profusely illustrated with black-and-white photographs and
there are also a few coloured plates.

This is a scholarly and well-written book. It provides a
reliable introduction to an aspect of medicine and pathology
whose importance increases with every year. It is highly
recommended to pathologists and to general physicians, as
well as to those specializing in geriatrics for whom it is
essential reading.

Immunological Diseases
Ed. by M. SAMNTER with 89 contributing authors. Pp. xxi
+ 966, illustrated. Boston: Little, Brown; London:
J. & A. Churchill. 1966. £10 15s.

This splendid book has contributions by eighty-nine
authors, a fact which emphasizes the enormous growth of
immunological knowledge and expertise which has taken
place over the last decade. It is divided into four parts.

Part one deals with basic immunology and contains the
background experimental data. There are sections on anti-
gens and the immune response, on antigen-antibody inter-
actions and on their biochemical consequences. Part two
discusses the immunological system in man and includes
chapters on diseases with abnormal immune responses,
such as sarcoidosis and Hodgkin's disease. Hypersensitivity
responses to infectious agents, including tuberculosis and

syphilis, are also described. Part three deals with allergic
diseases and their treatment. Part four is concerned with
collagen diseases and with specific organ diseases such as
thyroiditis and pernicious anaemia.
The book is a comprehensive survey of current knowledge

and attitudes in this rapidly expanding field and each
chapter includes a useful list of references. For the clinician
untrained in the laboratory the earlier chapters contain far
too much detail for easy comprehension and an explanatory
summary at the end of each chapter would be helpful. The
remainder of the book deals with more familiar subjects and
offers a new and fascinating approach to old diseases. The
book is large and heavy. It is handsomely produced, it has
come to stay and it is a worth-while investment for the
modern physician.

Profiles of Disease
By JOHN FRY. Pp. 176. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone. 1966. 21s.

John Fry has once again provided a model of observation,
record keeping and interpretation of statistics in General
Practice. For those unfamiliar with family doctoring, he
discloses the pattern which is so completely different from
hospital medicine. The good General Practitioner's ap-
proach, methods and case range are completely different-
and rightly so-from the good hospital doctor's.

After reading this book, no serious General Practitioner
could complain that general practice did not provide oppor-
tunities to be a pale imitation of his teaching hospital chief.

Appendicitis is a rare disease-five in a year in a list of
2500: lung cancer, despite its mounting menace, rarer still-
only one a year. Older doctors will recall past battles for a
child's hearing when they read of only two mastoidectomies
in 15 years (I only remember one in a larger practice).
On the other hand, John Fry found emotional disorders

in 12% of those at risk-comparable with our own and other
findings-but far greater than our fathers could have
conceived. This book should be read by all serious General
Practitioners-and by all who are concerned with teaching
students-over half of whom will ultimately find themselves
in General Practice at home or overseas. We can find points
of disagreement and criticize some of John Fry's more
sweeping generalizations. But these pale into insignificance
before the undoubted contribution he has made to General
Practice and medicine in Britain.
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