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Sensitivity Chest Diseases

M. COLEMAN HARRIs and NORMAN SHURE. Pp.
359 illustrated. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1964. £7.

Although the preface stresses to the contrary, this
seems but another book on pulmonary allergy,
asthma and kindred topics. What makes it look
different is multiple authorship under loose editorship,
which converts the text into a series of 18 essays by
17 contributors. In their preface, the editors state
that the lack of uniformity is deliberate, which means
that some authors have contributed research data
and others the photographs of the various grasses and
weeds to which Americans are sensitive. The lack
of uniformity is never more obvious than in the
bibliography for some authors give num-bered
scientific references to their various points (the first
chapter, for instance, lists 144) whereas other authors
skim through with either no references or what is
called a selected bibliography of textbooks for further
reading. That this selected bibliography is inadequate
is evident, for example, on page 60 where Dr.
Kveim's name is misspelt, the description of his test
somewhat butchered, and from the bibliography it
would be impossible to derive any further information.
Consulting the index would be fruitless for page 60
is the only index reference to the Kveim test,
notwithstanding the fact that on page 274 there is a
good account of the test and on page 278 can be
found the original and modern references concerning
it. What makes this American patchwork quilt still
less attractive is that it costs £7. It is supposed that
the British publisher was obliged to import this as
part of a reciprocal arrangement for otherwise he
could surely have found a single British author to
have provided a better and cheaper version of this
deserving topic.

The Solitary Pulmonary Nodule

JOHN D. STEELE. Pp. v + 226 illustrated.
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1964.
$12.00.

The material on resected asymptomatic pulmonary
nodules presented in this book was collected during
1958 to 1962 in a United States Veterans' Adminis-
tration-Armed Forces Co-operative Study in which 77
hospitals contributed cases. The analysis is based on
887 men in whom solitary pulmonary nodules 6 cm.
or less in diameter were removed. There were no
symptoms referable to these nodules, and the diagnosis
was not established pre-operatively. The lesions were
found to be 474 granulomas, 316 malignant tumours,
65 hamartomas, 9 pleural and chest wall tumours and
23 miscellaneous conditions including bronchial cysts,
subpleural lymph nodes and arterio-venous fistulae.
The malignant tumours comprise 280 primary
bronchial carcinomas, 7 adenomas and 26 metastases
from colon, kidney, testis, bladder, appendix, bone,
lung, prostate skin and melanoma. The granulomas
include histoplasmosis, tuberculosis, coccidioidomy-
cosis, cryptococcosis, actinomycosis, aspergillosis and
blastomycosis. Here then is a wide coverage of
medicine encompassed in one elegantly worked-out
study and now authoritatively stated and beautifully

illustrated. The monograph is required reading for
all those who handle chest radiographs.

Bums-A Symposium

Edited by L. GOLDMAN and R. E. GARDNER.
Pp. x + 191. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1965. $7.75.

This book is a symposium of short papers and
discussions by some of the leading authorities in the
United States on the treatment of burns. It is not
primarily a textbook for students, nor a reference
book for the library (there are no references or
illustrations, and no index). The reader gets the
impression that this conference was an enjoyable
and informal exchange of ideas among experts, and
this record of it provides an entertaining method of
self-examination for others in the same field. The
proceedings are loosely edited to preserve the
"impromptu aspects of the symposium," but unfor-
tunately the almost verbatim reporting and lack of
revision leads to an irritating ambiguity at times and
a number of obvious textual errors.
The most recent work in the symposium is the

interesting chapter on metabolic studies. In it Carl
Moyer describes the great heat loss due to vapourisa-
tion from the surface of the burned animal or patient,
and the effect of this on the metabolic rate. Investi-
gations are in progress to find the exact nature of
the lipid that makes the skin resistant to the passage
of water vapour, and to discover how to use this
material to withhold water vapour from passing
through damaged skin. Meanwhile, nursing the
burned patient in a bath of Locke's solution is put
forward as a way of achieving the same end, but not
without dangers and disadvantages.
The rest of the book cannot be dismissed without

special mention of the chapters on infection and
respiratory complications. The former is the most
formidable problem which we meet in burns; the
latter is an interesting aspect of the subject which
we may see more of if our housing and heating in
the New Britain follows the pattern in New England.

The Role of the Gastrointestinal Tract
in Protein Metabolism

Edited by H. N. MuNRo. Pp. v + 402 illustrated.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1964.
75s.

This is an account of a symposium held in the
University of Glasgow in August, 1963, which was
attended by 35 workers interested in protein meta-
bolism. The book's main value is that it has drawn
together information from many different sources.
In addition to papers on protein absorption and
breakdown in man there is much interesting infor-
mation relating to digestion and endogenous nitrogen
secretion in ruminants and non-ruminants. The four
clinical papers on distuirbances of digestion and
absorption in the malabsorption syndrome are rather
disappointing in that most of the information has
been published in more detail elsewhere. Perhaps one
should ask why it takes over a year to produce the
proceedings of such a symposium and why it was
not possible to publish them in paperback form at a
more reasonable price?
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