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Socially and culturally backward countries sent
fewer women competitors, but women generally were
found to be making better records than men did not
many years previously, and the conclusion is drawn,
though again without weighing all the facts, that a
new type of woman is evolving as a result of physical
education. An exaggerated claim is made that for
both men and women the athletic movement alters
the phenotype of mankind, and "mobilizes forces
that have been lying dormant for millenia".

Nevertheless it is a stimulating book to read,
illustrating as it does that the countries with the
greatest interest in athletic achievement have better
health records, and a lower infant mortality, though
correlation is sometimes mistaken for cause and
effect. The sociological, cultural and political signi-
ficance of sport generally is however fully and ably
discussed.

The Deaf Child
EDITH WHETNALL & D. B. FRY. Pp. vi + 104,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical
Books. 1964. 42s.

This monograph is a welcome addition to a rela-
tively neglected field. It is intended primarily for
doctors, but will contain much of value for those
working in the allied fields of hearing and speechtherapy, child psychology and teaching of the deaf.
The book is an expansion of the course of lectures
and demonstrations given at the Audiology Unit of
Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital dur-
ing the last eight years. The normal developmentof speech is described together with chapters of the
mechanism and reception of speech. In particular
the use of sound spectrograms have helped to give
meaning to the phonetic representation of Englishsounds. The causes and pathology of deafness have
a chapter devoted to them in which the conditions
related by an association with deafness are described.
The methods of detection are well described and the
necessary staff, equipment and even physical require-
ments of soundproof and therapy rooms are laid
down in detail. The final chapter is concerned with
hearing aids and the auditory training of deaf child-
ren is also described. The methods employed are
described clearly, but with a brevity that although
welcome in a book of this type, does not fully convey
the long patient hours required of teachers of the
deaf child.
The book is well printed and contains a very

adequate list of references for those who will be
stimulated to further reading on this subject. There
are few fields in the care of children where early
diagnosis can be so fruitful and yet is so often
delayed. All doctors who come into contact with
children will find this a rewarding book to read.

The Pediatric Patient 1964
S. R. GUSTAFSON, D. B. COURSIN. Pp. 160, illus-
trated. Philadelphia and Montreal: J. B. Lippin-
cott. London: Pitman Medical. 1964. 35s.

This small book is the second of what is evidently
intended to become an annual review publication.
The authors claim that they do not intend to
exhaustively cover new developments nor do they

intend to replace other medical media. They have
selected what they deem to have been significant
contributions to current paediatric literature, and
presented them in a form readily assimilable to the
"conscientious" (and presumably busy) physician.
The first six chapter titles of the book include
"Chromosomal Errors and Disease", "Gastrointestinal
Disorders", "Urinary Tract Disease", and" Viruses and
Vaccines". The last chapter is a "Miscellany in Brief"
which refers to such diverse subjects as "Umbilical
Hernia", "Mothers Milk and Infant Jaundice", and
"The Battered Child and the (American) Law".

Although the book is poorly produced and the
few illustrations are of a low standard of repro-
duction, nevertheless the authors have produced a
stimulating new source of information which is well
written and readable. The bibliography that is
appended to each chapter is adequate and few
references are to papers dated earlier than 1962. The
price is particularly moderate for a transatlantic pro-
duction. Most doctors interested in paediatrics should
find some items of topical interest in this book.

Practical Paediatric Problems
J. H. HUTCHISON. Pp. xii + 514, illustrated.
London: Lloyd-Luke. 1964. 50s.

The title of this book is misleading; it is in fact
a paediatric textbook which is intended to provide a
manageable account of clinical paediatrics for under-
graduates, general practitioners and postgraduates
specialising in the subject. The content of the book
is intended to lie somewhere between "the usual
undergraduate text" and the "large work of reference
by many authors", at the same time providingreferences to original work. The result is a pleasingand readable book, well produced although not
extensively illustrated. The first six of the twenty-seven chapters are devoted to problems of the
neonatal period, which is appropriate in view of the
increasing interest in this age group. Most of the
text is well written and up to date but some state-
ments will not find universal acceptance, thus the
unequivocal claims for hyperbaric oxygen in the
management neonatal apncea coupled with the state-
that "we have now abandoned the use of tracheal
intubation and intermittent positive pressure res-
piration", will be challenged in some centres. The
inclusion of such normal activities as thumb sucking
and nail biting as disorders of behaviour and the
emotion is unfortunate and the prospect that "legal
proceedings are necessary to place the child in a
foster home" in the management of pica will surely
occasion comment.
The author admits that in such a large subject

treated by a single author that some selection of
material must be made. The complete exclusion of
infectious fevers, and diseases of the ears, eyes and
skin can only result in the reader acquiring an un-
balanced view of the subject. The absence of any
information concerning immunisation or vaccination
can hardly be justified in any textbook of paediatrics.
rt must be concluded that the days when a single
author could write a comprehensive and up to date
textbook of paediatrics have long since departed, and
although much interesting material is present in this
book, it will remain of limited value until its scope
has been either expanded or more clearly defined.
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