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A Conference on New Methods in Post-
graduate Medical Teaching was held for the
Consulting Physicians of the South East Metro-
politan Region at the Kent Postgraduate
Medical Centre at Canterbury, with the support
of Pfizer Ltd., on October 31st, 1964.
The Conference was opened by SIR GEORGE

ALLEN, President of the Kent Postgraduate
Medical Centre. MR. RICHARD GOODMAN (Head
of Department of Computing, Cybernetics and
Management Studies, Brighton College of
Technology) stressed the need for a modem
technology for education and training; not a
collection of hardware but a social system
integrating people with machines, structures and
ideas to amplify their creativity. No single
aspect must be emphasized to the exclusion of
others: simulation and role-playing systems
were as important as those developed to impart
information. DR. REGINALD HALL (Royal
Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle) described the
use of machines for teaching electrocardio-
graphic interpretation in the Medical School
at Newcastle, amplifying the results first pre-
sented in the POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL
in February, 1964. In a controlled experiment,
overseas students did better after instruction
with the machines than after formal lectures
presenting the same material: men did better
after the first and women after the second.

DRS. JOHN AND VALERIE GRAVES (College of
General Pradtitioners) presented a series of
their remarkable tape recordings now being
uised for teaching purposes all over the world.
Emphasis was laid on the value of the small
discussion group for learning, for which re-
corded material made a very suitable intro-
duction, as described in the POSTGRADUATE
MEDICAL JOURNAL in January, 1964.

DR. GEOFFREY TEMPLEMAN, Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Kent at Canterbury,
stressed the responsibility of the universities
for postgraduate education in the modern world.
DR. J. W. PAULLEY (Fellowship of Post-

graduate Medicine) described the highly
successful meetings being held at Ipswich for
general practitioners and resident staff: teaching
was informal and participative rather than
authoritative, and the meetings were well
attended. He stressed the need for good libraries
in regional hospitals, and for teaching young
men how to use them.
DR. A. A. G. LEWIS (British Postgraduate

Medical Federation) drew attention to the fact
that in America the Council on Medical
Education and Hospitals refused to allow the
educational function of the internship to be
subordinated to the service function, in spite
of the fact that less than 9,000 new graduates
applied for more than 12,000 internships each
year, with the result that educational standards
in American hospitals had been raised and not
lowered.
MR. DAVID JOHNSTONE (Scottish Television)

and DR. BERNARD LENNOX (Western Infirmary,
Glasgow) gave an account of the very success-
ful series of medical television programmes
which had been organised by the Glasgow
Postgraduate Medical Board. These were being
watched by a large number of practitioners in
Scotland and were now being distributed on
film to many English provincial centres. The
fact that members of the lay public could watch
them did not seem obiectionable, though the
use of an educational channel, as in America,
woould be an advantage.
The Proceedings of this conference will be

oublished in the POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL
JOURNAL early in 1965.
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