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last chapters; the space saved could have been used to
expand the first part of the book. Dr. Rewell has made
a praiseworthy attempt to describe the pathology of
the ear, nose and throat. Perhaps the next edition will
deserve a merit award.

Protein-losing Gastroenteropathy
STIG JARNUM, M.D. Pp. XVi + 232, illustrated.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. I963.
42S.

Protein-losing gastroenteropathy was unheard of five
years ago. Now it is realized that this is an ubiquitous
phenomenon which accounts for the hypoalbuminaemia
in a variety of disorders. The impetus for all this work
was Gordon's brilliant investigation which led to the
introduction of the F"31 P.V.P. test. This monograph
is an M.D. thesis by Dr. Jarnum and gives a full descrip-
tion of the normal and abnormal metabolism of albumin.
There is an excellent discussion on the methods of
investigating albumin metabolism and this is one of the
few books in which may be found a concise and clear
account of the assumptions made and calculations per-
formed when performing an 13l albumin turnover. He
explains that the recognition of the syndrome of protein-
losing gastroenteropathy has stimulated further work to
ascertain the normal site of albumin degradation and a
major site of which has now been shown to be the
stomach and upper small intestine. Then follows a
clinical description of the various conditions in which
an abnormal protein leak into the gut occurs which
includes the condition of idiopathic exudative entero-
pathy. Much of the discussion in this section is specula-
tive and less clear than the methodological section. Some
may certainly disagree with the suggestion that the
patients who present with a protein-losing state and
show minimal stigmata of malabsorption, yet respond
to a gluten-free diet, are fundamentally different from
other patients with idiopathic steatorrhcea. This book
has all the faults and advantages of a thesis, for, although
the clinical discussion is rather repetitive with too many
case reports, yet the historical introduction, section on
methods and bibliography are very valuable.

Epidemiology of Chronic Rheumatism
A symposium organized by the Council for Inter-
national Organizations of Medical Sciences estab-
lished under the joint auspices of UNESCO and
WHO. Edited under the direction of J. H. KELL-
GREN by M. R. JEFFREY and J. BALL. VOl. I:
PP. xix + 356, illustrated. 6os. Vol. 2: Atlas of
Standard Radiographs of Arthritis. Pp. x + 44,
illustrated. 25s. Oxford: B'ackw.lls. I963.

The subjects discussed in this symposium covered a
wide range of topics in addition to the statistical popula-
tion studies, and included papers on gout, rheumatoid
arthritis, degenerative joint disease, diagnostic criteria
and serological tests. The second volume consists of an
atlas of standard radiographs of chronic arthritic joints
which has been prepared by the Department of Medical
Photography of the University of Manchester, at the
request of the participants in the symposium, in order
that a basic system of grading radiological changes
might be used for further surveys.
These two publications present in compact form a

wealth of knowledge on epidemiological factors in chronic
arthritis which has been contributed by experts from
various parts of the world. Although clearly these
volumes are of the greatest interest to the specialist in
this type of work, many general physicians will find
fascinating reading in both the reviews and research
projects. It is perhaps a pity that such a series of articles,

in both English and French, tends inevitably to give a
somewhat disjointed effect. However, this very neces-
sary record of the proceedings of the symposium will
provide a useful reference for future work in this field
and a basis for other population studies.

Impotence and Frigidity
DONALD W. HASTINGS, M.D. PP. 144 + ix. Boston,
Massachusetts: Little, Brown. London: J. & A.
Churchill. I963. 40S.

In the preface to this small volume the author points
out that very little attention has been paid in the
curriculum of most medical schools to instruction in
human sexual behaviour and its abnormalities. This
book is therefore directed to practising physicians with
the hope that it may aid in their understanding of
several of the more common sexual problems and it is
suggested that it might also be of interest to persons
such as clergymen and marital counsellors who may be
called upon to advise people with sexual difficulties.
The bulk of the text, namely 96 pages, is devoted to a
discussion of the physiological and psychological con-
comitants of sexual intercourse and a consideration of
impotence, premature ejaculation, frigidity and their
treatment.
The volume is written in a clear and free style and as

technical language is kept to a minimum the author
has achieved one of his original aims, namely, that the
book be helpful to both medical and non-medical readers
alike. Much valuable information is presented and the
author not only draws from his own clinical experience
of dealing with patients suffering from either impotence
or frigidity, but his thoughts are set against a background
of well-selected European and American literature-
the bibliography contains 114 references.
One blemish in an otherwise attractive volume is the

final chapter, which is a very brief and inadequate
account of homosexuality. For instance, oetiology is
dismissed in six lines of print. His justification for
including this chapter would seem to be that the male
or female homosexual may be impotent or frigid if
heterosexual coitus is attempted. It would seem, how-
ever, that this aspect of the subject could have been
discussed appropriately in the chapters on impotence
and frigidity without devoting to it a separate section.
On page I25 the author of an article describing aversion
therapy in homosexuality is wrongly named.

Nevertheless, this chapter does not detract from the
usefulness of th:s book, which can be strongly recom-
mended to senior medical students and medical
practitioners.

St. John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin
1863-1963

Edited by BRIAN RUSSELL, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Pp. viii + 7I, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone. I963. 27s. 6d.

Up to the last war London had four hospitals for
diseases of the skin; now there is but one. London
dermatology is the poorer. St. John's Hospital is for-
tunate in having the backing of London University; it
has not only survived, at last it has flourished. It was
founded by John Laws Milton and, until 1923, it had a
most chequered career and, for most of the time, a
rather bad reputation. In I923 it was rescued by a
group of leading d2rmatologists and, in 1948, it was
designated as a teaching hospital. The dean of the
Institute of Dermatology, which is attached to the
hospital, has written (rather than edited) an enchanting
book on the hundred years of the hospital's history. As
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