
368 POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL June I963
on Tissue Transplantation, held in I96I, brings to-
gether important papers from laboratories throughout
the world working on tissue transplantation. The
collection here is extremely stimulating, and the work
presented marks considerable advances in knowledge
of the basic phenomena of tissue transplantation.
The first four papers deal with the tissue transplanta-

tion antigens, and it is of interest that all groups now
agree that much of the antigenicity of homologous tissue
resides in the lipoprotein moiety of a cell, probably
closely related to cell membrane. Although quite
different experimental models were used, most of the
workers agree on the general chemical nature of the
antigenic material. This marks a considerable step
forward even though the definitive physico-chemical
linkages that determine antigenicity are still unknown.

Billingham and Silvers report further on their
experience with hampster cheek pouches. They have
strong evidence to suggest that the behaviour of pouch
skin grafts depends on properties of its connective
tissue, which appears to prevent or impede the escape
of transplantation antigens. There are papers on the
immunological relationship of the mother and foetus,
on transplantation tolerance and age, and the anti-
genicity of tumours.
There are five excellent papers on the graft-versus-

host reaction. Perhaps the most interesting is 'a very
beautifully planned experiment by Voisin and Kinsky,
in which they have investigated the rather neglected
observation that in situations where a graft-versus-host
reaction should be quite possible there is sometimes no
evidence of runting. They appear to have demon-
strated that this inhibition of runting is due to cir-
culating enhancing antibodies produced by the grafted
immunologically competent cells that spare the host
tissue from cellular homograft damage. Hildemann and
his colleagues have evidence that small lymphocytes
can initiate the graft-versus-host reaction in mice. This
would reinforce Gowan's work on this subject.

Batchelor and Silverman report their results of further
studies on interactions of humoral and sessile anti-
bodies, and it appears that by changing the experimental
model and the relationship of humoral antibodies and
tissue antigen, these antibodies may enhance the growth
of the tissue, help in its destruction or have no effect!
There is a paper by Miller, summarising his experience

on the role of the thymus, and it is of great interest that
the thymus was an organ whose function was completely
mysterious until the recent demonstration of its vital
role in the development of the immune processes in
early post-natal life.

This volume therefore presents current research and
thinking in this important field. It will be mainly of
use to people working on problems of tissue trans-
plantation. There is obviously no attempt in a work of
this nature to provide the early experimental background
of the subject, but the book can be fully recommended
to anybody who wants an up-to-date account of the
various ways in which research is progressing.
The editing is excellent, and the recorded discussions

of the papers are particularly stimulating. The questions
that are asked are far reaching, and the criticism aggres-
sive, without the usual padding of mutual congratulation.

An Introduction to Comparative Pathology
A consideration of some reactions of human and
animal tissues to injurious agents. G. A. GRESHAM
and A. R. JENNINGS. PP. xi + 412, illustrated.
London and New York: Academic Press. I962.
84s.

It is unfortunate that medical men pass through a
long period of training in pathology without obtaining a

glimpse of the wealth of fascinating material available
for study among the lower animals. The resulting
ignorance is regrettable on several scores which can be
briefly summarised as deprivation of worth-while
knowledge. Comparative pathology widens the horizon
of the medical practitioner. The G.P. becomes more
aware of the importance of animal vectors of disease, the
experimental pathologist learns of the law of the lack of
uniformity of nature, the medical student is encouraged
to continue in those flexible ways of thought instilled
by his preclinical teachers. In fact the study of com-
parative pathology is the perfect antidote to complacency.
The present work is a very successful attempt to

present the essentials of mammalian and avian morbid
anatomy, with man receiving special consideration
(we must remember that to the veterinarian man is
just another species, with another range of diseases and
reactions). This non-anthropocentric view is what has
made this book so worth-while and has provided a fresh
approach to a well worth subject. The amount of
well digested facts effortlessly presented is remarkable,
and the authors, obviously enthusiasts, have the gift
of clear exposition. The I2 chapters are self-contained
essays, cross-referenced as required, and can be read
and comprehended individually, a feature likely to be
of considerable value to one seeking a brief authoritative
account of a special field, for example on endocrine
dysfunction, ageing, fungal diseases, and so on. It is
the perfect companion volume to Payling Wright's
textbook. There is absolutely no padding, no pious
references to Rokitanksy, Virchow and Cohnheim and
no evasions. Where a field is well worked out, as, for
example, in the case of protozoa and helminths, an
attractive narrative is provided but, on these same
topics present ignorance is also outlined and speculation
is restrained.

There is an occasional loose, ambiguous or debatable
statement, none of crucial importance to the grand
design of the work, and likely to be corrected in succeed-
ing editions, for this book deserves to be widely read.

Local Analgesia
C. JOLLY. Pp. Vii + 112, illustrated. London:
H. K. LEWIS. I962. 15s.

This book may help those who wish to become more
familiar with local analgesia, mainly as a source of ref-
erence to several of the classical contributions alleady
made on the subject; but it is unlikely to be of great
value to the anaesthetist who is asked to carry out the
occasional block. The relatively few diagrams are of poor
quality, somewhat inaccurate and labelled in an uncon-
ventional type script, and the descriptions of certain of
the techniques are too brief.
Though there is a good deal of common sense in parts

of the text, it is interspersed by such statements as 'if
overdosage is avoided lignocaine is a safe drug' and
'needles that have bent or fish hook tips should be dis-
carded or sent to be re-sharpened'.
The use of a cocaine sensitivity test is open to ques-

tion, and the practice of measuring a conscious patient's
blood pressure at one minute intervals is hardly con-
clusive to his peace of mind.

In general the reviewer feels that this book does not
fully bridge the gap between the Oxford monographs
and the large comprehensive American tomes.

Outline of Orthop2edics
J. C. ADAMS, M.D., F.R.C.S. Fourth edition. Pp.
vii + 448, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. &,S. Livingstone. I96I. 35s.

The fact that the fourth edition of this book has
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appeared only five years after the first edition is suf-
ficient proof of its popularity. No radical changes have
been made but the author has added some new illustra-
tions and made a number of detailed changes in the
process of revision. The readers who are already
familiar with this book will be well aware of its clarity
and conciseness.
The account of examination of joints, sadly lacking

in many textbooks, -here receives its due prominence.
The diagrams are bold and clear, and the reproduction
of radiographs is of a high standard. The book as a
whole is of necessity somewhat dogmatic and there is
only a scant account of the indications for operation and
of operative technique. These comments, however, are
in no sense a criticism, for the book is not intended to
be used by the postgraduate student. As a textbook
for undergraduates it is wholly admirable and thoroughly
recommended.

Local Analgesia Abdominal Surgery
R. MACINTOSH and R. BURKE SMITH. Pp. Viii + 82,
illustrated. Second edition. Edinburgh and Lon-
don: E. & S. Livingstone. I962. 25S.

It is a pleasure to find that yet another of the 'Oxford'
books on local analgesia has run to a second edition.

Several of the diagrams have been redrawn and new
techniques are described for prostatectomy in the poor
risk patient and pylormyotomy in infants. As in the
previous edition the excellence of the illustrations and
clarity of the text are beyond criticism.

Shorter by I2 pages and increased in price by only
2S. 6d. this book is a 'must' for anyone contemplating the
use of local analgesia for abdominal surgery.

Injuries of the Knee Joint
I. S. SMILLIE O.B.E., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.(Ed.) F.R.F.P.S.
Third edition. Pp. x + 536, illustrated. Edin-
burgh and London. E. & S. Livingstone. I962.
£5 5s.

It is eleven years since the second edition of Professor
Smillie's well-known monograph on injuries of the knee
joint was published. Thg,e familiar with the previous
editions will be well aware of the author's profound
knowledge and abiding interest in the subject. No
aspect of knee injuries is too small to be described, no
condition too rare to be illustrated.
The new edition is a formidable work of 528 pages

but there has been a thorough revision of the text and
some sections from the previous edition have been
replaced by new ones. The author draws on his exten-
sive personal records, which include those of 5,000
meniscectomies, and on his own monograph on osteo-
chondritis dissecans published in 1960. The entire
production is a most handsome one and the illustrations
lavish and clear; the reproduction of the colour photo-
graphs is extremely good.
The style of the book is unchanged. The author

obviously has such a vast knowledge of his subject and
has included so much detail in the text that the busy
reader is apt to lose his way. This tendency is accent-
uated by the occasional over-long sentence and a slight
obscurity of style. These, however, are minor criticisms
of a book which is an erudite, thorough and masterly
survey of the subject.

Modern Trends in Orthopedics-Fracture Treat-
ment

Edited: J. M. P. CLARK. Pp. viii + 259, illustrated.
London. Butterworth. I962. 6os.

What an excellent little book this is-a joy to hold
and a pleasure to read. The illustrations are well pro-

duced on good quality paper, and the size and shape of
the book are exactly right. The editor has succeeded in
marshalling a first-class team, each of whom has taken
great trouble to produce an informative and well-
written chapter. Throughout there is a hint of pro-
vocativeness which is most stimulating.
Among so many good contributions it is invidious, if

not impossible, to express individual preferences, but
your reviewer cannot resist mentioning the invaluable
instructive and delightful chapters by E. A. Nicoll on
spine injuries, and by Frank W. Holdsworth on forearm
fractures; but this is not to denigrate other chapters,
which are all extremely good. After the editor's intro-
duction there follow, in addition to the two chapters
already mentioned, others on fractures of the femoral
neck by Roland Barnes, the knee by G. R. Fisk, the
femur by Norman Roberts, the ankle by G. K. Rose, the
leg by J. C. Scott, the elbow by Denys Wainwright and
on multiple injuries by R. S. Garden.

This is not simply another textbook on fractures. It
aims at the man who is beginning to take personal
responsiblity for the treatment of injuries, and for
anyone in such a position it is indispensable. The
young man sitting Fellowship or Mastership is not
specifically catered for; nevertheless he should, indeed
must, read this book-he will enjoy it and profit hugely
from it.

Vascular Surgery
J. B. KINMONTH, C. G. ROB, F. A. SIMEONE. Pp.
vii + 501, illustrated. London: Edward Arnold.
I 962. CJ5

This is an excellent account of the theoretical back-
ground and practice of vascular surgery. The two
British and one American author are separately respon-
sible for different chapters, but all three authors have
agreed on the content of each section. Thus an effort
has been made to obtain a continuity of style and
presentation. This is for the most part successful, but
in view of the differing emphasis on various aspects of
vascular surgery on the two sides of the Atlantic, it is
not surprising that there is occasionally a compromise
which leaves the reader rather confused.
The book deals with surgery of the whole circulation

excluding the heart. It would be of great value to post-
graduate surgery students and practising surgeons,
although for the latter more space could have- been
given to technical problems encounted in the common
vascular surgical operations.
There is one rather misleading statement on page

136 where it is stated that 'the principal arterial supply
to the kidney may be occluded for as long as i hour
and possible Ii hours without permanent damage.
Longer periods of ischaemia with survival may be
possible in situations where a large collateral circulation
exists'. This would seem to suggest that the kidney has
a collateral circulation, but as has been known since the
time of John Hunter, with the exception of minor
capsular and extra capsular anastomoses, all the renal
arteries are end-arteries.
The volume is clearly printed with good illustrations.

There are surprisingly few typographical errors for a
first edition. The whole field of arterial, venous and
portal surgery is covered in a thoughtful and fairly
comprehensive manner. The book can be thoroughly
recommended, and is likely to run to many further
editions.
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