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commoner and some of the less common conditions
are discussed and illustrated. Lymphangiography is
not discussed. The illustrations are mostly good,
although the few films of abdominal aortograms are
rather poor. There is a good bibliography.

This is a book mainly for the radiologist, and one of
the best of its kind in this particular field. Radiologically
the abdomen, particularly abdominal masses, is a very
difficult problem and one is confident that this book
will go a long way towards helping the radiologist out
of his difficulties.

Martini's Principles and Practice of Physical
Diagnosis

Revised by YALE KNEELAND JR., M.D. and ROBERT
F. LOEB, M.D. Third Edition. Pp. xv + 275,
illustrated. London: Pitman Medical. Philadelphia:
J. B. Lippincott. I962. 40s.

'This book is dedicated to teaching the essentials of
seeing, hearing and feeling in their relation to the body
in health and disease'. Thus Paul Martini aptly
describes this small book, which has been extensively
revised, after nearly 30 years, by Drs. Kneeland and
Loeb of the Presbyterian Hospital, New York City.
The section on the examination of the heart has been
made much more detailed. A new chapter deals with a
suggested procedure for the complete physical examina-
tion of a patient. It is an outline of the procedure
currently used in the author's own hospital and differs
from that used in many English hospitals. There are
only three photographs, which illustrate palpation of
the abdomen, but the 26 figures and diagrams are
clearly drawn.

After a 50 page section on the general examination of
the body, the authors describe the detailed physical
diagnosis by systems, including relevant anatomy and
physiology, and discuss the physical findings in relation
to common disease. A more detailed description of the
neurological examination would be an improvement, as
clinical students, in this country, have studied the
anatomy and physiology of the central and peripheral
nervous system in detail.

In general the statements about which one would
differ are points of emphasis rather than detail. For
instance does every general physician in this country
make a cervical smear for exfoliative cytology study, as
part of a routine examination of an adult female? The
roseola of typhoid is referred to in two sections, being
mentioned in the first paragraph in the inspection of the
abdomen. Students will see few cases of typhoid in this
country.

This book which is of octavo size, has a clear print,
is easily read and will be of interest to students just
starting their clinical course.

Pulmonary Structure and Function
Ciba Foundation Symposium

Editors: A. V. S. DE REUCK, M.SC., D.I.C., A.R.C.S., and
MAEVE O'CONNOR, B.A. PP. xv + 403, with IOI
illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill. I962. 54s.

The requirements of aviation in the Second World
War drew many research workers into respiratory
physiology and for the last two decades the subject has
made extraordinary progress. At times it has almost
lost contact with structure and at times it has threatened
to lose contact with reality. The symposium held at
the Ciba Foundation last year therefore provided a very
important opportunity to review the significant develop-

ments in pulmonary function and relate them to struc-
ture. The symposium followed the well-known Ciba
pattern in that a small group of leading workers was
gathered together from all over the world. Each of
the chosen participants gave a review of his field and
this review appears in the book as a chapter. The
topic was then discussed by the group as a whole; this
discussion appearing at the end of the chapter. The
quality of the contributions is exceptionally high even
by the standards of the Ciba symposia. It is invidious
to select individual contributions but I was particularly
impressed by the contribution on the mechanics of the
respiratory structures in which Mead dealt with the
fascinating problem of alveolar stability; the electron-
microscopic structure as reviewed by Looslie and
Schulz and the processes of gas exchange in the pul-
monary capillaries as reviewed by Forster. The book
is, of course, very well edited and very well produced.
Anybody working in pulmonary anatomy, physiology,
pathology or medicine will want to own this book and
people in many other fields are strongly advised to
read it.

The Actinomycetes
Volume III: Antibiotics of Actinomycetes

S. A. WAKSMAN and H. A. LECHEVALIER. Pp. viii
+ 430, illustrated. London: Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox. I962. I44s.

A clinician approaches this beautifully produced
monograph with awe. The third in a series on the
actinomycetes, it is devoted to the antibiotics produced
by these versatile and widespread micro-organisms.
There are two sections: the first hundred pages or so
discuss the nature and actions of antibiotics in general;
the second part fills nearly three hundred pages of
closely written type with detailed descriptions of each of
the 400 antibiotics so far isolated. At least 30 have been
used clinically, and these include the streptomycins,
tetracyclines, erythromycins, chloramphenicol, neomy-
cin, novobiocin and nystatin. Many of them, as is well
known, were discovered in Waksman's laboratory.
Thus the first chapters are necessarily a review of the

whole field of antibiotics, and make fascinating reading,
none more so than the retelling of the history of chemo-
therapy. Clinical medicine, however, is but one of the
fields in which antibiotics are used, and their place in
animal feeding, the preservation of food, virus cultures,
genetics and biochemistry is also discussed. The
authors roundly condemn those who are cynical of the
eventual staying power of antibiotics on account of drug
resistance. They look forward to the discovery of anti-
tumour (actinomycins have some activity) and anti-viral
antibiotics among the vast ' gold mine ' still to be tapped.
One minor criticism--the present book tends to be

repetitive. With some tidying the first section would
provide one of the best guides to present-day knowledge
of antibiotics. Could the publishers be persuaded to
publish it separately?

The Molecular Basis of Neoplasia
A Collection of Papers Presented at the Fifteenth
Annual Symposium on Fundamental Cancer
Research, I961. Pp. 614, with illustrations.
Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press. I962.
$10.50.

The great majority of the 34 scientific papers in this
book have very little to say specifically about neoplasia,
the molecular basis of which remains obscure and a
subject of speculation. Yet in so far as cancer is a
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reflection of some deviation from normal in the bio-
chemistry of the cell, it seems likely that the kind of
work described at the Texas Symposium will eventually
help to illuminate the nature of the carcinogenic process
at the molecular level. This book is, in fact, largely
concerned with some of the most active and fundamental
fields of current biochemical research, as the main sec-
tion headings indicate: nucleic acids, nucleic acids and
proteins, protein conformation and sequence, con-
trolling mechanism and enzyme synthesis, controlling
mechanisms and biochemical alterations induced by
viral nucleic acids, and ribosomes and protein synthesis.
Included is the Bertner Foundation Lecture, -in which
Van Potter discusses aspects of the deletion hypothesis
of carcinogenesis. The contributors are well-known
authorities in their own fields of study.
Much of the material has been presented in essence

in various scientific journals during the last few years,
but the publishers and those responsible for the editing
have done a very useful service in making so much up-
to-date information, still a long way from assimilation by
the text-books, available in one well-produced book at a
reasonable price.

Textbook of Operative Surgery
E. L. FARQUHARSON, M.D., F.R.C.S.(Edin.),
F.R.C.S.(Eng.). Second edition. Pp. viii + 949,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. I962. C6.

The first edition of this textbook of operative surgery
has become extremely popular with candidates for
the F.R.C.S. examinations. Its popularity is well
deserved, for in one volume there is a comprehensive
presentation of technique covering the whole field of
general surgery, and in addition much of the surgical
specialities. This is a remarkable achievement for one
author, but because of its single authorship there is a
continuity of style throughout the text that is a pleasant
change from most books produced at the present time.
Each operative section is preceded by a short dis-

cussion of the relevant anatomy. The anatomical
descriptions are very carefully chosen so as to highlight
those points which are likely to be encountered by the
surgeon, and are especially helpful to refresh one's
memory when performing an operation only occasionally.

This new edition is brought up to date and new
surgical techniques are described. There are also useful
references to the original papers.
The book can be unreservedly recommended for

surgeons during and after their training.

A Short Practice of Surgery
HAMILTON BAILEY and McNEILL LovE. I2th
edition. Pp. ix + 1330. London: H. K. Lewis
& Co. I962. £ 4s.

'Bailey and Love ' celebrates her 30th anniversarywith an excellent new edition which is fully in keepingwith her previous reputation. For 30 years this bookhas been the standard students' textbook, and used bymany as a jumping-off ground in their study for theFellowship. It has inevitably grown in size withtheyears, and has really reached the limit for the term'short'. Removal of the specialist chapters maybecome necessary, but this would be a pity as they areexceptionally good. Messrs. Charnley, Cleland andKnight have been able to start from scratch, while theother sections have unavoidably suffered during thatdifficult task of patching old garments with new cloth.

Although they have been brought thoroughly up to date,
much dead wood remains. The Paul Mickulicz opera-
tion and extra-abdominal anastomosis for instairce,
have really no place in the modem surgeon's armamen-
tarium. Thomson Walker's urethrotome is not seen
outside museums and examinations-although perhaps
for the latter reason its retention is justified ! Acute
necrotising and acute cedematous pancreatitis are
described as a single entity, while in actual fact they are
as different as chalk from cheese, and the subsequent
discussion on mtiology and treatment becomes quite
futile. In a textbook of surgery it was a little sur-
prising to see all rodent ulcers of the face treated with
X-rays, a treatment universally anathema to plastic
surgeons. By whom, we wonder, is orchidectomy
' more usually' performed in the treatment of the twisted
testicle ? We would suggest it is in fact never neces-
sary, if indeed it is ever performed.

These may seem harsh criticisms, but it is a long book,
and most of it is excellent.

Presenting Symptoms in Childhood
JOHN FRY, M.D. (LOND.), F.R.C.S. (ENG.). Pp. viii
+ I75. London: Butterworths. I962. 30s.

In the introduction the author states that the book is
based on experience in general practice and that there-
fore the common symptoms which the family doctor
meets almost daily are considered and the more common
specific diseases are discussed.

Reading this book the reviewer-a pediatrician-
could not help wishing that the author had confined
himself even more to common conditions. The chapters
dealing with respiratory symptoms are excellent; in
this field Dr. Fry has, of course, done outstanding
original work. The rather short chapter on "Nervous
Children" provides a useful introduction to this import-
ant and often neglected subject. However, the frequent
references to less common conditions at best give the
impression of superficiality and unreality and at worst
are dangerous. Thus on the first page, in the chapter on
abdominal pain, Henoch-Schonlein purpura and por-
phyria are listed as rare extra-abdominal causes. There
is no hint here for the beginner in general practice that
porphyria is an excessively rare cause of abdominal pain
in children, whereas Henoch-Schonlein purpura is an
important and not too uncommon cause. As examples of
dangerous statements one may quote from the chapter on
vomiting: 'Intussusception occurs from about I2
months onwards'; or, on pyloric stenosis, '. . . true
projectile vomiting does not begin until the child is
about one month old.' Such dogmatic statements
unfortunately abound.

In the chapter on 'backward children' it is stated that
hyperparathyroidism (as well as hypoparathyroidism) is
associated with mental retardation. References to bio-
chemical matters are irritatingly superficial and some-
times incorrect: in diabetic coma the blood sugar is
'well over 750 mg. per ioo ml.' and 'there is a fall in
blood potassium.' The author's choice of ancillary
investigations is open to criticism. Thus in the investiga-
tion of a case of suspected cceliac disease no reference is
made to the effect of a gluten-free diet on fat excretion.
Most pidiatricians would at present regard this as the
finite diagnostic test.
Modern peediatrjcs is complex and the value of this

book, which contains many useful observations on
common conditions, would have been greatly enhanced
if the manuscript had been submitted to a piediatrician
for his constructive criticisms.
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