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partly due to its geographic isolation and partly
to the traditions of its two staple industries.

Comparison with other Medical Institutes
Most other medical institutes in this country

are in cities with undergraduate medical schools
and they therefore serve a rather different function
from that envisaged for the North Staffordshire
Medical Institute. The recently opened medical
centre at Kingston-on-Thames is again not
strictly comparable for its primary purpose is to
serve as a common meeting place for general
practitioners and hospital staffs. The Stoke-on-
Trent scheme is perhaps most akin to the new
Postgraduate Institute at Exeter. There is
perhaps a major difference in the underlying
concepts of the two Institutes. The primary
purpose behind the planning of the North

Staffordshire Medical Institute was to provide the
facilities for achieving and maintaining the
highest possible standard of medical practice, at
all levels, in the district. This must remain the
first objective though clearly the future develop-
ment of the Institute may expand along more
ambitious paths.

In conclusion it should be emphasized that the
concept of the North Staffordshire Medical
Institute had long been in the minds of the senior
members of the medical profession of the district.
Its realization is due to the combined efforts of
numerous individuals, including consultaints,
general practitioners and laymen who have
selflessly devoted much of their spare time to the
achievement of a goal which all believed would
benefit the community.

It is with great regret that we announce the death of Professor R. F. Woolmer, V.R.D.,
B.M., F.F.A.R.C.S. Professor Woolmer was appointed director of the new research department
of anaesthetics at the Royal College of Surgeons in I957 and became the first holder of the
Chair of Anoesthetics established there by the British Oxygen Co. in 1959. He joined the
Executive Committee of the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine in June 1959. He leaves a
wife and two daughters, to whom we extend our sincere sympathy.

CORRECTION
Professor Findlay Ford, Professor of Child Health,

University of Cape Town, and Dr. Edmund Cooper,
M.O.H., City of Cape Town, have written to say that
Dr. Duncan Leys has been misinformed about the treat-
ment of African children with tuberculous meningitis
in that city. They wish ' to state most emphatically that

neither they nor any of our numerous ethnic groups
here are treated on lines other than those which would
be entirely acceptable to experts elsewhere '.
The Postgraduate Medical Journal sincerely apologizes

for this error in the issue of November I962 (Pediatrics
2).
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