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Parts of the book are more valuable than others, and
some original work of the authors on bactericidal
properties of skin, very detailed changes reported in
bacterial flora, and some observations on local hyper-
sensitivity phenomena are particularly interesting. There
are also some instructive experiments on the changes
induced in the antigenic structure of tissues following
irradiation and some unexpected h'ypotheses as to the
immunological nature of radiation sickness.
This latter antedates most of the work carried out in

the Westem world on auto-immune diseases, and it is
probable that the techniques developed for these studies
have since been applied to the hypothesis raised by the
authors. The results would be of great interest.
That the book fails to read easily is probably not the

fault of the translators, as each paragraph runs smoothly
in itself. Rather it is more the result of the review of a
vast amount of information which forces the authors
into dwelling briefly on a great diversity of material.
The absence of information on the immnunological

status of established chimerie and the changes in cir-
culating antibodies reflect both the different direction
Soviet research is taking and the original date of pub-
lication (1958)-the most recent reference to the British
and American literature is 1956. None the less, the over-
all picture, if not complete, is extremely impressive and
helpful, as it supplies information in many fields where
we are largely ignorant. It is to be hoped that there
will be more such interchanges of information, which,
if reported in similar detail, should be of immense value
to workers in these fields.

Progress in Medical Genetics, Vol. I
Edited by A. G. STEINBERG, PH.D. PP. viii + 34I,
illustrated. New York and London: Grune and
Stratton. I 96I. $9.75.

Progress in medical genetics has been extremely rapid
over the last decade. The reasons for these advances
are varied and numerous; the initial impetus, however,
probably came from the demonstration of the genetic
determination of the blood groups in man and of their
variable distribution among the populations of the world.
With the growing interest in human genetics it has

become almost impossible to keep abreast of the rapid
advances which have been made in the various fields.
This volume is aimed at presenting up-to-date reviews
of these topics in a manner which is acceptable to
the clinician, the geneticist and the student. It is
probable that each of these academic groups will find
some chapters of interest, for the topics reviewed include
both general and more specialized subjects.
The study of mutation is undoubtedly one of the

most important fields of human genetic research and
also one of the most difficult fields in which to gain useful
information. Dr. C. F. Crow presents a generalized
survey of this topic, with special emphasis on the prob-
lem of detection of mutants and estimation of the
mutation rate. Unfortunately, however, very little
space is devoted to the factors affecting mutation rate,
factors which will be of increasing importance in this
atomic era.

Professor J. B. S. Haldane presents a very readable
account of the processes of natural selection in man.
He discusses the action of selection, including medical
practice, in altering gene frequencies in relation to such
factors as the breeding system and population fitness.
Professor Haldane concludes that 'we now know less
about natural selection in man than I knew 30 years ago '!
Perhaps this is but a reflection of his preference ' to
live in a country where the assortment of human genes

differs from that of Europe and North America to a
country with good libraries '!
Knowledge of experimental embryology and develop-

mental genetics is rapidly increasing. As yet most of
the advances are too recent to assess their implications
with respect to mankind. Professor F. Clarke Frazer
presents an up-to-date review of this field with special
reference to congenital malformations and of their
possible relationship to medical genetics.
A volume of this nature would be incomplete without

some chapters devoted to human blood groups; Dr.
C. A. Clarke lucidly reviews the subject of blood groups
and human disease, whilst Drs. Levene and Rosenfield
deal with the subject of ABO incompatibility. Both of
these otherwise excellent chapters are, however, marred
by several minor faults, such as the failure of the total X2
in Table 2 of Clarke's chapter to agree with that presented
in the text. Moreover, in the chapter by Levene and
Rosenfield two tables appear which are not even referred
to in the text.
The remaining chapter devoted to the genetics of

blood groups is a very lengthy review by Drs. Rucknagel
and Neel of the hmemoglobinopathies. All of the many
aspects of the human hoemoglobins are considered in
somewhat excessive detail. Unfortunately, no summary
of the information is given, so that readers with only a
cursory interest in this field are obliged to plough through
over IOD pages of rather heavy text.
The final two chapters are devoted to subjects which

will become of increasing importance as techniques for
the analysis of genetic phenomena in man. Professor
Newton E. Morton considers the morbidity of children
from consanguineous marriages and the genetic informa-
tion which may be gained from such a study, whilst
Dr. Ferguson-Smith discusses chromosomes and human
disease. It is this last subject which has perhaps the
most popular appeal to both the clinician and geneticist,
for it is in this field that some of the most spectacular
discoveries in human cyto-genetics have been made in
recent years.

Dr. Ferguson-Smith presents a concise review of the
literature and relevant background information. But
in doing so he states that genetic phenomena which have
recently been found in man may now also be found in
Drosophila. In truth, they have, in fact, long been known
in Drosophila. This final chapter is further marred by
the contents of Table 5 being clearly inconsistent with
the actual information, even though it is presented
correctly in the text.
The book itself is well produced and edited except

for a few minor printing errors, a striking one being
found in the list of contents, where the eighth chapter is
described as: 8. CHOMOSOMES AND HUMAN
DISEASE.

It is to be hoped that further volumes in this series
will annear at not too infreouent intervals.

The Premature Baby
V. MARY CROSSE, O.B.E., M.D., D.P.H., M.M.S.A.,
D.O.R.C.O.G. Pp. Viii + 266, illustrated. London:
J. & A. Churchill. I960. 24S.

The revised and reprinted version of this well-known
little book will be, without doubt, popular with students
and those concerned with the management of premature
babies, as it has been so notably over the last i6 years.
The work, now in its fifth edition, has once again been
brought up to date and this has entailed the complete
rewriting of several parts. The book, nevertheless,
remains of modest size which has always been one of
its attractions. The author has had an unrivalled experi-
ence with these small babies over a period of some
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30 years, to be shared with readers, and it is gratifying
to find that the emphasis on care and treatment, which
has been a welcome feature through successive editions,
has been retained. The standard of description is high
and the only part of the book which makes rather poor
reading is the revised account of atelectasis, especially
the section dealing with idiopathic respiratory distress.
Perhaps when the book is next revised the author will
consider refashioning this important, and inevitably
rather tentative, section. By then there may also be a
place for a little more detail about temperature regula-
tion in the newborn, especially in the premature infant.
There is a valuable account of hemolytic disease of the
newborn followed by one on kernicterus due simply to
hyperbilirubinaemia of prematurity. Not all workers
would accept Dr. Crosse's indications for exchange
transfusion in those jaundiced cases without evidence of
hoemolysis. These are small criticisms of a book which
can be highly commended.

Clinicopathological Conferences of the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital Selected Medical Cases

B. CASTLEMAN, M.D., and H. ROBERT DUDLEY, JR.,
M.D. Pp. 295. London: J. & A. Churchill.

This beautiful book is a collection of 50 case reports
from the well-known regular series in the New England
3tournal of Medicine. Several of the earlier ones are of
great historic interest and are followed by brief addenda
written many years later, often by the original com-
mentator. Thus Dr. Walter Bauer, discussor of the first
case, of abnormal calcium metabolism presented in I936,
adds a postscript 24 years later. Another case of great
interest is one of virilism, diabetes and osteoporosis,
discussed by the late Dr. Soma Weiss in I937, three
years after Kepler's presentation of three cases of
suprarenal cortical syndrome with pituitary basophilism
at the Mayo Clinic.

All these discussions are fascinating to read and
make an instructive change from textbooks and papers,
for not only does one grasp how the clinical history
unfolded, one comes to appreciate how a really com-
petent clinician evaluates the evidence and hammers out
a diagnosis-usually with the pathologist there to supply
the last word. The amount of sheer clinical ' know-how'
packed into these pages is enormous.
Each report is illustrated with X-rays, ECGs and

photographs and followed by a reference list.

Calcium Metabolism and the Bone
PAUL FOURMAN, M.D., D.SC., F.R.C.P. PP. 325.
Oxford: Blackwe,ll Scientific Publications. 37s. 6d.

Dr. Fourman has placed all postgraduates in his
debt by filling a real need for an authoritative work
on this subject with this brilliant book. The amount
of hard work that must have gone into it is prodigious,
and it is clearly written, well set out and fully documented
with 75 pages of references, as well as a good index.
The standard of production is also excellent, so that
careful reading has revealed only a very few misprints.
Everyone who is interested in this subject-and everyone
is-should buy this book.

Quantitative Cellular Hematology
J. M. YOFFEY, D.SC., M.D., F.R.C.S.(ENG.). Pp. XV
+ I22, illustrated. Springfield, Illinois: Charles
C Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell. I960. 44S.

The title of this book is really a misnomer, since it
touches only briefly on all the formed elements of the
blood other than the lymphocyte and then only in
relation to the author's well-known views on the
lymphocyte as the totipotential cell. This concept, of

which Maximow was one of the major proponents, is
stated at great length for so short a book, and although
some of the conflicting evidence is mentioned, especially
that derived from studies of recirculation by Gowans
and others, there is a lack of balance in the presentation.

Dr. Yoffey quotes the original and an English trans-
lation of Maximow's statement about the totipotentiality
of the small lymphocyte. This is a classical example of
' I say it, therefore it must be so '. The quality of
this pronouncement is evident in the light of subsequent
events; over 50 years later there is still no decisive
evidence about the origins of the various blood cells.

Dr. Yoffey's readable monograph is a useful statement
of his own position, has a good bibliography, and
should have no real dangers for the reader experienced
in the field of h:ematolorv-

The Day Hospital Movement in Great Britain
JAMES FARNDALE, B.Com., F.H.A., M.R.S.H.,
Barrister-at-Law. Pp. xvii + 430, illustrated.
Oxford: Pergamon Press. 196I. 84s.

The steady development of the day hospital movement
has been an important feature of the advance in post-war
social medicine in Great Britain, and Mr. Farndale's
interesting study of the subject will be of the greatest
value to all concerned with the establishment and ad-
ministration of this type of patient care.

In the first half of his book he examines the organiza-
tion and function of day hospitals; the second half is
devoted to a detailed description of 65 day hospitals and
day centres visited in I958-59, presented in a tabulated
form for easy reference and comparisons. An extensive
bibliography, maps and index are included.
The book is a report on a research project carried out

under the auspices of the University of Manchester and
The Bethlem Royal Hospital and the Maudslev
Hospital, London. Clinical aspects were not included
in the investigation. With considerable skill, time and
industry, the author has succeeded in producing a com-
prehensive and balanced assessment of the services now
provided within the three broad categories of (a)
psychiatric day hospitals, (b) geriatric day hospitals and
(c) medical and industrial rehabilitation centres and
welfare centres. Particular attention is given to capital
and maintenance costs and their relationship to the cost
of in-patient services, to the transport arrangements for
day patients, to the method of supply of drugs, and to
catering services and charges.
The evidence suggests that in maintenance cost day-

patients are cheaper than in-patients, but no firm
conclusions are drawn because of the great variations
in the types of institutions and the services given, a
variety which may be a reflection of the gaps still to be
found in the treatment of the mentally-ill and in the
care of old people. Although at present on a small
scale, the work carried out by day hospitals and day
centres is impressive, and there is every indication that
they will play an increasingly important part in 'the
present trend towards treatment outside institutions and
keeping people in hospital for minimal periods as in-
patients '. No clear-cut picture of the day hospital of
the future emerges, and indeed at this formative stage the
existing diversity in practice and administrative setting is
not a bad thing. Mr. Farndale makes a number of con-
structive suggestions. He believes that there is scope
for further experiment and development of facilities for
old people, and that a capital sum of C IW million might
usefully be spent in providing approximately 50 ad-
ditional day hospitals and day centres for psychiatric
patients, and another £500,000 might be required[
annually for their maintenance and staffing.
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