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BOOK REVIEWS

Surgical Notetaking
C. F. M. SAINT; J. H. Louw. Fifth edition.
Pp. viii + 172. London: H. K. Lewis. 1960.
I2S. 6d.

A completely suitable book for students just starting
the study of surgery remains to be written. This book
consists of a catalogue of the questions that should be
asked and the physical signs to be elicited in a variety
of conditions likely to be met in surgical practice, each
series of questions and signs being tailored to particular
complaints, e.g. swellings, abdominal pain, jaundice and
so on. With this layout there is considerable overlap
and repetition. This particular approach to the subject
both under-estimates the student's intelligence and
probably over-estimates his interest in the subject, only
those with an unusually retentive memory being likely
to remember the series of facts presented. The book
may have a limited appeal in those schools where a
course of introduction to clinical studies in not yet held.

Radiology as a Diagnostic Aid in Clinical Surgery
HOWARD MIDDLEMISS, M.D., F.F.R., D.M.R.D. Pp.
viii + I51, illustrated. London: William Heine-
mann Medical Books Ltd. I960. 30s.

The need for close cooperation between radiologist
and surgeon is an oft-repeated theme in this book, but
how far practice falls short of precept is shown by the
need for such a book as this. It is admirably concise
and the illustrations are very good, both in the choice of
representative pictures and also in the quality of
reproduction, which is outstanding. The subject is well
covered without overdue emphasis on any particular
section, and contains a useful part on protection, with
the doses of irradiation received by patients undergoing
certain common investigations. A little more practical
detail of techniques used on those occasions when the
radiologist is commonly not present would be valuable,
this particularly applies to the sections on operative
cholangiography and retrograde pyelography. These
are very minor shortcomings and the book contains a
wealth of useful advice to the surgeon. One particular
piece of advice sticks in the mind-that the surgeon
should be equally prompt in telling the radiologist of the
latter's successful diagnosis as he is in letting him know
of the unsuccessful ones.

An Introduction to Pharmacology
J. J. LEWIS. Pp. xii + 826, illustrated. Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I960. 55S.

The author states in his preface that his aim in writing
this book is to provide an introductory textbook ' giving
a scientific treatment to the elements of pharmacology '.
It is not quite clear what is meant by a scientific treat-
ment but one gathers that it is the description of drugs
on the basis of their mode of action in chemical terms
as far as this is possible. The author admits that in the
present state of knowledge, this can only be done to a
very limited extent. This approach is revealed mainly
in descriptions of change in chemical structure related to
change in pharmacological action rather than to the
basic chemical mechanism ofdrug action itself. Although
this approach is extremely limited, it is these accounts
which distinguish this book.

The book has 826 pages, including 80 pages of index,
and may be considered by many to be too large for a
book which professes to be an introduction to the sub-
ject. Its introductory chapter gives a good account of
various pharmacological principles and techniques. In
the succeeding chapters, the organization is treated
conventionally but one is impressed with the detail in
which some subjects are treated; they leave little more
to be said. This is not a textbook of materia medica and
dosages of drugs are-not given.

In conclusion, this is a well-written, up-to-date,
rather large pharmacology textbook of which the
distinguishing feature is the attempt to relate chemical
structure to pharmacological properties in the limited
spheres where this is known.

Fluid Balance in Obstetrics
A Critical Review. PHILIP RHODES, M.B., F.R.C.S,
(ENG.), M.R.C.O.G. Pp. xiv + 284, illustrated,
London: Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd.
1960. 25s.

Mr. Rhodes has succeeded in his task of presenting a
survey of the literature of this important subject for the
non-expert. The first chapter is a lucid account of the
equivalent weight and osmolarity notations of measure-
ment, and sets the tone for the rest of the book in which
the author repeatedly applies simple mathematical
reasoning to his argument. There follow chapters on
normal water and electrolyte balance in the non-preg-
nant, and then in the pregnant, woman. Water and salt
depletion in pregnancy, a full discussion of the meagre
knowledge and the extensive hypotheses about the
aetiology of toxaemia of pregnancy; and anuria and
oliguria are among the other topics discussed. Mr.
Rhodes is particularly to be congratulated upon his
emphasis on the need for early, rapid, and adequate
replacement of blood loss in the haemorrhages of
obstetrics.
The book has been produced with the clarity and

elegance that we have come to expect from this house.
It is a pity that some important errors have been allowed
to creep in. For example, the definition of alkali
reserve on page 57 is wrong; and the rise of blood urea
concentration in salt depletion cannot be attributed
mainly to the coincident fall in the volume of the extra-
cellular space (page 56). In a book intended for the
non-expert, such mistakes are doubly unfortunate.

Aids to Gynecology
W. R. WINTERTON, M.A., M.B., B.CH., F.R.C.S.,
F.R.C.O.G. Twelfth edition. Pp. vii + 214, illus-
trated. London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox Ltd.
1960. Ios. 6d.

Final-year students will welcome the appearance of
the twelfth edition of this little manual of gynaecology.
It is in no sense a textbook of gynaecology but is a brief
and accurate survey of the subject which should prove
invaluable for revision purposes prior to qualifying
examinations. There are some statements with which
many gynaecologists will not agree, such as the use of
radium in the treatment of fibroids (page 88), the
inclusion of pregnancy bleeding as a type of menorrhagia
(page 36), and the classification as urethral caruncles
(page 46) and retention cysts of the ovaries (page 122) as
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