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EDITORIAL
This number of the POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL

JOURNAL is issued on the occasion of the Seventh
European Congress of Haematology, which meets
in London between September 7 and I2, 1959,
under the Presidency of Dr. J. F. Wilkinson.
The European Society of Haematology, under
Whose auspices this Congress is held, was founded
in 1947. Previously it has held congresses in Paris,
Montreux, Rome, Amsterdam, Freiburg and
Copenhagen. This present Congress has been
prepared during the last four years. At the time
of going to press over 8oo delegates have enrolled
and more than 350 papers will be given, in up to
four simultaneous sessions.

Haematology is a branch of medicine which
contributes to many aspects of medical research.
The general practitioner often has to deal with
cases of anaemia. The treatment of coronary
thrombosis, and other thrombotic states with
anticoagulants may have to be controlled by him.
The physician will deal with many aspects of red
cell, white cell and platelet disorders as well as
with disorders of coagulation. The surgeon
derives benefit from the work in departments of
haematology by the help they give in connection

with blood transfusions and the correction of pre-
and post-operative anaemia, as well as in connec-
tion with extra-corporeal circulation and with
problems of hypothermia. The obstetrician and
paediatrician will be concerned with problems of
the discrepancy of blood groups and with hae-
molytic disease of the newborn.
Advances in the field of haematology have been

made by physiologists, pathologists and by cli-
nicians. Progress in this field has been steady
during the last ioo years and several different
phases can be recognized. Although the more
purely morphological studies continue to interest
the pathologist, the clinical aspects concerning
chemistry, bio-chemistry and physiology of the
blood have become more and more important.
During the war of 1939 to 1945 many advances
were made particularly in the development of
blood transfusion. Great Britain has one of the
finest blood transfusion services in the world and
other services are based on it. During the -last
30 years the study of coagulation problems has
become more and more intricate and complicated,
and it is noteworthy that almost half the number
of papers given at this Congress concern disorders
of coagulation.
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