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PHYSIOPATHOLOGY OF THE RETICULO-
ENDOTHELIAL SYSTEM

Edited under the direction of B. N. HALPERN, by
B. BENACERRAF and J. F. DELAFRESNAYE. Pp. xii
+ 317, illustrated. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. I957. 45S.
The papers given at a symposium organized by

the Council for International Organizations of
Medical Sciences (which is established under the
auspices of U.N.E.S.C.O. and W.H.O.) and held in
Paris are published here in book form. The meeting
was planned by Dr. Halpern of the H6pital Brous-
sais in Paris and Professor Pasteur Vallery-Radot
was honorary president.
With such an arrangement it is natural that this

book does not completely cover the field, but merely
emphasizes modern work and recent advances.
American, British, French, German and Swiss
investigators have contributed cytological, micro-
biological, physico-chemical, allergological and
radiological observations made with precision and
presented in an orderly manner which is sometimes
difficult to follow because it is so specialized.
Phagocytosis continues to be a subject of much
study, as shown by A. Policard, H. Heller, B.
Benacerraf and colleagues, E. L. Dobson, S.
Neukomm and colleagues, B. N. Halpern and
colleagues and C. A. Doan. Metabolism of
cholesterol by the Kupffer cells in the liver is dis-
cussed by S. 0. Byers and colleagues and of iron by
A. Vannotti.

After each paper there is a short record of the
discussion. The book is beautifully produced and
contains some very excellent photomicrographs.

E. NEUMARK

A SYMPOSIUM ON NON-TOXAEMIC
HYPERTENSION IN PREGNANCY

Edited by NORMAN F. MORRIS, M.D., M.R.C.O.G.
and J. C. MCCLURE BROWNE, F.R.C.S.(Ed.),
M.R.C.O.G. Pp. xii +243. London: J. & A.
Churchill Ltd. 1958. 35S.
In July 1957 a symposium was held at Hammer-

smith Hospital and this book is the report of that
meeting. It is fitting that the two people most
concerned in its conception and organization should
be the editors. A wide variety of contributors has
given the meeting an increased appeal and it is
obvious that these papers and discussions should
not have gone unrecorded.

While the views of many of the participants are
well known and documented in other papers it is
convenient to have them collected together. Per-
haps the obstetrician will most enjoy and benefit
from the contributions of the physicians and their
views on what a ' normal ' blood pressure means, as
well as noting the possible error that variations in
arm circumference can make. It is also rather re-
markable that there is still doubt about what con-
stitutes the end point in measuring the diastolic
pressure. The informative, but concise chapter on
hypotensive drugs is useful for those people not
fully conversant with their pharmocological action.

Sir Arthur Gemmel gives a full and interesting
dissertation on the rare condition of a phaeochro-
mocytoma complicating pregnancy, but Goodwin's
lecture on coarctation of the aorta is very short. He
has, however, fortunately enlarged his expert views
on this problem in a recent paper.
Some of the obstetric aspects are rather repetitive

and it must be doubtful if it was advisable to have
three long papers on the course of pregnancy com-
plicated by essential hypertension all in one session.
Nor indeed does much new in the way of manage-
ment of these cases emerge, and it is depressing to
find an apparently general failure of the hypotensive
drugs in improving the foetal salvage rates.
This book will be of use and interest both to the

practising obstetrician and the research worker
concerned with this common problem and the
authors are to be congratulated in arranging the
original symposium and subsequently publishing
this book.

D.W.S.G.

CANCER OF THE LUNG
Pathology, Diagnosis and Treatment

By MILTON B. ROSENBLATT, M.D., and James R.
LISA, M.D. PP. xiii + 312, illustrated. London:
Oxford University Press. 1956. I20S.
The rising incidence of lung cancer is reflected by

the growing volume of literature dealing with it.
Though it is but one aspect of the general problem
of malignant proliferation, lung cancer possesses so
many special features, aetiological, diagnostic and
therapeutic, that separate consideration in a work
of this sort is fully justified.
The book is comprehensive, almost to the point of

extinguishing its principal objective which is to
emphasize the importance of early diagnosis and
treatment. The physical examination is reinstated
as the cardinal diagnostic procedure and stress is
laid upon the serious import of the persistent
rhonchus and the area of diminished breath sounds.
Amore ready recourse to bronchoscopy is advocated
by Chevalier L. Jackson. The degree of diagnostic
precision claimed for microscopic examination of
bronchial cells obtained from sputum, bronchoscopy
and bronchial lavage is most impressive. One is
left wondering whether we in Britain are laggards
in the diagnostic use of exfoliative cytology, here
carefully described but poorly illustrated, because
we have no Papanicolaou.
The detailed description of operative procedures

included seem inappropriate to the book though the
section on pre- and post-operative care is of
practical value. Pathology, radiology and palliative
treatment are all well described and illustrated. A
refreshingly sceptical approach to the role of
cigarette smoking in the pathogenesis of lung cancer
characterizes the chapter on Prevalence.
Though it introduces little that is new, this book

is to be recommended for its ease of style, its pro-
vocative restatement of the facts, and, not least, for
its excellent bibliography.

H.K.
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