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EDITORIAL
Man-made Environmental
Hazards

In prehistoric times man was continually
struggling to survive and much of this struggle
was directed against the natural hazards of his
environment. Slowly through the years man has
been improving his position and gradually the
natural hazards of his environment have become
less of a menace. Recently man has been intro-
ducing new types of environmental hazard.
To-day these man-made environmental hazards,
whilst still small compared with the natural
hazards are assuming an increasing significance.

Radiation is the best understood and best
publicized of these man-made environmental
hazards, but there are many others. Carcinogens
in the atmosphere, possible carcinogens in food
and tobacco, the unpredictable effects of some of
the newer and more powerful drugs, and the
increasing use of chemical agents throughout
industry and many other walks of life. Further
study on a very large scale will be required before
the real risks can be assessed, but the available
evidence points to a steady increase in the pro-
duction of man-made environmental hazards.
The increase in the radiation hazard is due

chiefly to the medical uses of radiation in countries
where the medical sciences are well developed,
other causes of the increase are nuclear fall-out
from test explosions and the use of radiation
sources in industry. As it is just those countries
which have a well-developed medical service
which are likely to have an increased use of
radiation in industry, it appears that if the testing
of nuclear weapons is abandoned or controlled
the hazards of man-made radiation will be much
greater in highly developed countries. The prob-
lem, fortunately, is still relatively small but it
appears that great care must be taken if we are
to avoid bequeathing to future generations a real,
serious and avoidable environmental hazard. The
medical profession could well give a lead by
instituting even more stringent controls of all
medical sources of radiation, not only to reduce
the medical contribution to environmental con-
tamination, but to reduce the risk to individual
patients. Many of the pioneers of radiology died
of skin cancer; their death was due to a lack of
knowledge. To-day we do not know if there is
a threshold at which radiation hazard begins.
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