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THEIMEDICAL ANNUAL 1956
Edited by SIR HENRY TIDY, K.B.E., M.A., M.D.,

F.R.C.P., and R. MILNES WALKER, M.S.,
F.R.C.S. Pp. xl + 548, illustrated. Bristol:
John Wright & Sons Ltd. 1956. 38s. 6d.
The Medical Annual has a secure reputation as a

source of thoughtful, critical reviews of recent med-
ical advances, and the present edition is worthy of
its predecessors.
The articles take the form of short reviews of

progress in fairly limited fields, and the papers
quoted are often abstracted in considerable detail.
Thus, though there is no attempt to cover all the
developments in every field, yet those selected for
review receive thorough and critical treatment.
To single out any particular article for commenda-

tion would be invidious since the standard is high
throughout. General practitioners as well as
specialists in isolated fields will find this book
interesting and profitable.

THE LIFE OF HUGH OWENjTHOMAS
By DAVID LE VAY, M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. viil+ I35,

illustrated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1956. 25s.
There must be many for whom the name of

Hugh Owen Thomas means little but the name of a
splint, a physical sign, and a misty figure of con-
troversy at the end of the last century. This book
establishes Thomas as one of the surgical immortals.
The complexity of character of this strange figure
is revealed in his portrait by Fleury which is re-
produced on the cover. The factors underlying
this character are well described in this biography,
from which there emerges a picture of a man with
many personal idiosyncracies but endowed with an
honesty of purpose, a clear scientific outlook and an
unremitting attention to the details of surgical
methods which caused him to be acknowledged as
a genius by his patients and by many surgeons of
international reputation, although he was ignored
by most of his surgical contemporaries in this
country. Apart from his great contribution to
orthopaedic surgery, it is interesting to find that
Thomas held very moder views on some aspects
of abdominal surgery such as the correct principles
for the treatment of ileus and the conservative
treatment of appendicitis.
This book is strongly recommended, being well

written and of absorbing interest.

INJURIES OF THE HAND

By RONALD FURLONG, F.R.C.S. Pp. vii + 215,
with 99 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. I957. 36s.
Mr. Furlong has written an excellent short book

on injuries of the hand which is sure of a welcome
from all surgeons and from Casualty Officers and
postgraduate students in particular. Writing in a
very easy and occasionally provocative style he
covers the whole field of hand surgery as it is seen in
the Casualty Department. The first two chapters
deal with the important aspects of the anatomy of
the hand and in general terms with technique. In
the subsequent chapters are considered injuries of
the skin, tendons and nerves, and infections of the
hand and fingers. The last chapter deals with
common post traumatic disabilities. As would be
expected, Mr. Furlong has devoted a good deal of
space to the consideration of tendon injuries, but
most readers will be glad to learn from his special
experience in this field and will not find this chapter
too long. He has wisely not attempted to deal,
except in the most general terms, with the subject
of the late reconstruction of the injured hand.
Not all of Mr. Furlong's colleagues will agree with

all of his views as expressed in this book, but all will
agree that these views are based on a wide experi-
ence, that his recommendations are founded on
logical reasoning and that throughout the book
allowance is made for other modes of thought. It
is perhaps a small defect of the book that no
references are given, as some guide to further read-
ing would have been a help to the postgraduate
student.
The illustrations are well chosen and the standard

of production is excellent. The book should do
much to raise the standard of hand surgery in this
country and it is to be hoped that it will be read by
all those concerned with the primary treatment of
these very important injuries.

SYMPOSIUM OF TUBERCULOSIS
Edited by F. R. G. HEAF, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.

Pp. xvi + 755, with 78 illustrations. London:
Cassell & Company Ltd. 1957. £5 5s.
This is a very full account of all the manifesta-

tions of tuberculosis in man. Being a symposium,
it has the advantage of a selected expert to deal with
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each particular section, and the disadvantage that
the sections sometimes overlap and are rather
uneven.
The important chapters on clinical diagnosis and

medical treatment are detailed and interesting and
the information is sound, but the use of multiple
divisions and sub-divisions leads to much repetition
and is confusing if read through in continuity;
although this method has the advantage that each
sub-section is more or less self-sufficient. The
paragraphs concerning haemoptysis under the head-
ing of symptoms is followed one page later by
another paragraph on haemoptysis under the head-
ing of early manifestations with repetition of the
same three quotations. It is rather confusing to
find the investigation of chest x-ray separated from
the investigations of bronchoscopy and the labora-
tory by many pages relating to treatment.
As the section on treatment progresses, 'anti-

biotics ' and' chemotherapy ' degenerate into ' anti-
microbials.' Perhaps a dislike of the substitution
of the word ' tubercle ' for ' tuberculosis ' is no
more than a personal prejudice of the reviewer.
The balance of space devoted to artificial pneu-mothorax treatment is curious since one page is

devoted to modem indications whereas five are giveto complications. Although many surgeons would
no doubt agree that this is a fair division, most
physicians consider that serious complications are
exceedingly rare at the present time providing care
is taken in the selection of the cases. Although the
indications are few, they are sometimes strong and
clear cut, as for instance where a small cavity and
positive sputum remain in spite of prolonged rest
and antibiotic treatment.
The section on surgical treatment is excellent-it

is clear and well balanced and the writer stresses
the current problems of the ultimate outlook of
patients treated with prolonged antibiotic therapy.This fundamental problem of whether or not
additional active medical or surgical measures are
indicated, is nearly always decided in conference
between physician and surgeon, and it would seem
that there would be a great advantage in the two
combining to write the chapters on treatment.
This is a very good book, however, and so many

rapid changes have occurred in tuberculosis that
there is a need for an up-to-date book of this
calibre. It is well produced and well illustrated,
and by modem standards not expensive.

PRICE'S TEXTBOOK OF THE PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE

Edited by D. HUNTER, M.D., F.R.C.P. Ninth
edition. Pp. xiv + 1,774. London: Geoffrey
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. 1956.
63s.
In its ninth edition Price's Textbook of Medicine

has undergone a complete metamorphosis. Under
the Editorship of Dr. Donald Hunter, a new
distinguished team of contributors has revised and
rewritten the book. While it retains a superficial
physical resemblance to previous editions, it is to all
intents a new textbook; its rebirth must be con-
sidered something of an event.
The textbook created by Dr. F. Price and his

colleagues in 1922 has long been a notable contri-
bution to British medicine and teaching. While
arduous revision had maintained its prominence, it
was evidently becoming increasingly difficult to
incorporate new approaches and emphases into the
old framework. The handing on of the book by the
masters of the older era of medicine to the active
participants of the new must be considered as fruit-
ful as it is graceful.
The many entirely new contributions are noted

in the opening pages and few of the major sections
are without notable change. The paper is whiter
and more opaque than in previous editions and page
size slightly larger.

Critical readers might take issue with a number of
small points. Discussing the signs of mitral
regurgitation the first heart sound is stated to be
' normal.' Aneurysmal dilatation of the left atrium
is not mentioned. The administration of quinidine
for the treatment of a number of cardiac arrhythmias
is recommended but the role of the E.C.G. in, con-
trolling dosage is not mentioned. A brave attempt
is made to describe the electrical activity of the heart
in a book without illustrations. Would even
simple line drawings add greatly to the cost of
production ?
The account of brachial and sciatic neuritis is

difficult to follow and the evidence presented seems
hardly to justify a right of identity. Also somewhat
confusing is the account of the inheritance of
dystrophia myotonica; the story of ' anticipation '

is perpetuated without comment as to its probable
fallacies.
On page I,i88, the blood vessels of the skin are

described as acting as a thermostat rather than as a
radiator-convector, presumably controlled by a
central thermostat.

In the otherwise admirable section on disorders
of the blood one is mildly surprised to find no
mention of the mean corpuscular volume in
pernicious anaemia, if only alongside the mean red
cell diameter. Cushing's syndrome has been
omitted from the list of causes of secondary poly-
cythaemia, and on page 735, line I3, the word
'tests' should surely read 'acts.' There is a
sprinkling of misprints.
There can be few current single-volume textbooks

of medicine which approach the new Price in range
and detail. It can be confidently recommended to
the student as a wholly reliable guide to the ever-
complicating but ever-fascinating subject of
medicine.

H.K.
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