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PAEDIATRICS FOR THE PRACTITIONER
In Three Vols. and Index Vol.

Edited by WILFRID GAISFORD, M.D., M.Sc.,
F.R.C.P. and REGINALD LIGHTWOOD, M.D.,
F.R.C.P., D.P.H. Pp. xv + 597, with Io2
illustrations; pp. ix + 565, with 148 illustrations;
pp. xi + 670, with I59 illustrations; index:
pp. v + II9. London: Butterworth & Co., Ltd.
1953, 1954 and 1955 respectively. £I3 Ios. od.
the set.
This ambitious text book of paediatrics for the

practitioner is exceptionally well presented and will
be a pleasure to its owner. Its price may limit the
number of buyers but the arrangement of the text,
the clarity of the index, the marginal notes, and the
illustrations alone make it a valuable work. It
consists of three volumes, each with its own index,
and also a separately bound complete index. There
are 51 contributors, drawn from the United
Kir adom and the Commonwealth, and each
contributor has been allowed to express his own
personal views, and this adds to the interest of the
subject matter.
The work is written mainly for the family doctor

and therefore emphasis is laid on home care and
management. Detailed pathology is omitted so
that the book may fulfil its essentially practical role,
and in the section on paediatric surgery operative
details are not given. In parts, this lack of depth
comes near to the making of a paediatric dictionary,
but most sections are amplified by a short list of
references to relevant literature. In other sections
there is more discussion of the subject and the
reading is therefore more enjoyable and stimulating.
The first volume deals mainly with general and

preventative paediatrics, the newborn baby and
infant feeding. It is disappointing that an up-to-
date book written primarily for the family doctor
should not mention intragastric oxygen among the
methods of resuscitation of the newborn infant,
since it has proved to be so effective and safe, and
is one of the methods most easily applicable in the
home. The warning of the dangers involved in
mucous catheterization of the newborn is to be
welcomed. One would like to have seen the
dangers of the chilling of the newborn premature
baby more clearly emphasised, and the clinical
picture and the management of such babies whose
temperatures fall to 80° to 90° fully described.

Infant feeding in the healthy as well as in the

sick child is of great importance in family practice
and the basic principles are clearly set out. There
is also a section devoted to breastfeeding which is
full of common sense and first-hand knowledge.
The second volume deals with disorders of

metabolism, the alimentary system, the liver and
pancreas, the respiratory tract, and miliary tuber-
culosis, the genito-urinary system, and with
mental disorders.
The medical and surgical aspects of diseases of

the alimentary tract are discussed together, and
stress is laid upon the importance of early diagnosis
of intestinal obstructions and congenital defects
of the oesophagus, and much valuable information
is given to aid the early recognition of these
disorders. The section on the upper respiratory
tract is excellently illustrated, methods of examina-
tion are given in great detail, there are lucid
descriptions of the various disorders, and the
suggestions on treatment and management are
practical and constructive.
A comprehensive account of childhood tuber-

culosis has been achieved in a masterful section
which is quite brief and, as in all sections, references
to the literature are given for the benefit of those
wishing to pursue the subject further.
The third volume deals with the nervous system,

allergic diseases, the eye, skin, muscles, bones and
joints, infections and infective diseases. A large
part of all paediatric practice is concerned with
common infections and the chapters on staphy-
lococcal and streptococcal infections will be
particularly appreciated by the family doctor.
The epidemiology of these common infections is
discussed; the development of immunity, the
significance of bacteriological typing, and the
general management of the resulting infections are
considered. Staphylococcal infections in early
infancy are important, but the clinical picture is not
widely appreciated, and yet early diagnosis and
treatment are essential. These points are stressed,
and a vivid description of the clinical picture is
given with particular reference to the onset.
There is a short section on ' unclassified diseases '

and these include pink disease, endocardial fibro-
elastosis and the somewhat rarer .diseases, such as
generalised lupus erythematosus, dermatomyositis,
polyarteritis nodosa, sarcoidosis, and others.
The three volumes cover the whole field of

paediatrics in all its various aspects and, because

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.31.356.317 on 1 June 1955. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


318 POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL June 1955

of its wide approach, some subjects are lacking in
detail. Occasionally there is a feeling of skimming
breathlessly over the surface of a subject-but
others have been more generously treated.
The editors and authors are to be congratulated

upon producing a beautifully bound, well written
and generally interesting book, as much a pleasure
to look at as to read.

BRITISH PRACTICE IN RADIOTHERAPY
Edited by SIR ERNEST ROCK CARLING, L1.D.,

F.R.C.S., F.R.C.P., F.F.R., B. W. WINDEYER,
M.B., B.S., D.Sc., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S., F.F.R.
and D. W. SMITHERS, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.F.R.
Pp xii + 549, with 142 illustrations. London:
Butterworth & Co., Ltd. I955. 85s.
In the last 20 years Radiotherapy has made much

progress. Technical developments have brought
about precision of dosage: physical research has
given a greater understanding of the pharmaco-
logical action of ionising radiation and much
clinical experience has accumulated, especially
in the larger Radiotherapy Centres, which makes
it possible to define the scope of radiotherapy
with greater clarity than before. Also, the growing
mutual co-operation between the radiotherapist,
surgeon and physician has led to a fuller apprecia-
tion of what each has to offer to the patient.

All these developments are reflected in the
substance of this book, the clinical chapters ofwhich
are written by teams of Radiotherapist and Physician
or Surgeon. It is a well produced book which
fully succeeds in its purpose of giving a picture
of radiotherapy practice in Great Britain today and
it should appeal equally to the Radiotherapist as
to his medical and surgical colleagues.

M.H.

A CIBA FOUNDATION SYMPOSIUM
Chemistry and Biology of Pteridines

Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A..
M.B., B.Ch., and MARGARET P. CAMERON, M.A,,
A.B.L.S. Pp. xiv + 425, with 143 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. I954. 42s.
This book consists of papers read at the Ciba

Foundation symposium on Folic Acid and includes
verbatim reports of the discussion which followed
each paper. Twenty-nine contributors were drawn
from Britain, Europe and the U.S.A. The first
half of the book is devoted to the organic chemistry
of pteridines and covers recent synthetic work and
gives an account of the chemical behaviour of
natural and synthetic pteridines and of work which
has been done to establish their structure. This
half is very specialised, even for organic chemists,
and is not intended for medical readers. However,
the second half deals with the biological aspects of
pteridines and should interest bacteriologists,
biochemists and those interested in leukemia,
nutritional deficiency states and chemotherapy.
The papers describe original work and also give a
brief review of the particular aspect under discussion

so that the importance of each paper can to some
extent be seen by others than specialists in this field.
There are plentiful references which should make
this a useful book of reference.
The presentation is generally good and some

stimulating speculation is advanced. For example,
an attempt is made to explain the complex and
confusing requirements of different micro-organisms
for folic acid, its derivatives or its precursors.
Another interesting subject discussed at some
length is the inhibition of the growth of micro-
organisms by folic acid analogues and of the effects
of these antagonists on embryonic development
and on mitosis in normal and malignant tissue in
man and animals. Disordered folic acid meta-
bolism in human macrocytic anaemia is also
discussed. Recent work on the mode of action
of folic acid is presented, but much remains to be
discovered and great advances are likely in the next
few years which should throw very considerable
light on such problems as growth, malignancy and
senescence.

I.H.M.

M.R.C. MEMORANDUM No. 30
The Use of Trilene by Midwives

By the COMMITTEE ON ANALGESIA IN MIDWIFERY.
Pp. vi + 34. London: H.M.S.O. 1954. 2S.
This Memorandum should be read by all those

concerned with the provision of analgesia in
obstetric cases.
The introduction, after a short history of the

previous position of trilene as an analgesic in labour,
deals briefly with the work of the Committee in
laying down specifications for trilene vaporizers and
subsequently selecting machines suitable for use
in clinical trials.
The main work describes the trials in which the

safety and efficiency of trilene as an obstetric
analgesic was compared, both alone and with
pethidine, with that of gas and air. The results are
set out with a wealth of detail, including many
tables. The conclusions and recommendations
made by the Committee complete the work.

In the appendix at the end of the book are to be
found the specifications for the trilene inhalers,
the record forms used and the authorities taking
part in the trials.

PRINCIPLES OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
Edited by T. R. HARRISON, A.B., M.D. Second

Edition. Pp. xxiv + I790, with 212 illustrations,
five in colour. London: H. K. Lewis & Co.,
Ltd. 1954. £5 IOS.
This book contains some 1,700 large pages of

clearly printed text in double columns. There are
several tables, most of which are highly informative.
The reproductions of photographs and X-rays are
rather disappointing, while four of the five colour
plates are excellent; in plate 5, which deals with
liver disease, the inclusion of six separate figures
has reduced their clarity.
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