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4pplying for Any A4ppointment
During a medical career one passes many mile-

stones and some of the most important consist of
a change to a new appointment. To obtain an
appointment today one must first submit an
application, next be placed on the short list and
then appear before a selection board or appoint-
ments committee for an interview.
An application should be worded with the

greatest care. It should be easy to read, easy to
understand and so arranged that the salient facts
can be obtained from a rapid glance. In other
words, one should put one's goods in the shop
window. A pompous or long-winded document
suffers when compared with a clear concise precis.
A simple example is given by the two ways of
stating one's age; it is much better to give one's
age as 20 years than the date of birth as February
I, I935. A place on the short list is earned for a
variety of reasons; outstanding merit is the first,
but few can hope to be so much better than their
fellows that their choice is almost automatic. The

fact that one is personally known at the hospital
for which one is applying is a great advantage;
other points being equal, the local man usually
succeeds. The possession of a higher degree than
one's competitors is of great help. The publica-
tion of papers on the whole helps butt quality
appears to carry more weight than quantity-one
good publication is better than half a dozen
pot-boilers.
Having reached the short list, one is summoned

for an interview and here a great deal depends upon
first impressions. In general terms one must obey
the obvious conventions of behaving in a polite
way and being clean and tidy. It is extraordinary
how often a candidate fails to call the senior mem-
bers of the selection board Sir, or appears with a
dirty collar or hands. When the interview is over
it is almost as difficult to make an exit as it was to
make an entry. The best way is probably to
stand up, say' Thank you' to the chairman and
then to walk straight out.
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