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Diseases of the Blood
In this number of our Journal a group of ex-

perts have discussed some of the problems con-
nected with diseases of the blood.
Haematology has changed during the past 25

years from a rather simple subject to one of the
most complex in medicine and this era of change
has not ended. In fact after one has read the
papers which constitute this number of our Journal
one is left with the impression that many new ad-
vances will be made in the near future and that the
next quarter of a century will witness as much
progress as the past 25 years.
When Thomas Addison in i855 described the

clinical features of pernicious anaemia he laid the
foundations of haematology as a branch of clinical
medicine. But it is well to remember that this
classical description of pernicious anaemia ap-
peared in his ' Introduction to a Treatise on the
Constitutional and Local Effects of Disease of the
Supra-renal Capsules,' although he could find no
cause for the disease when he examined the bodies
of such patients after death. The first adequate
clinical description of a disease of the blood was
made by Johannes Lange, who in 1554 described
chlorosis-a disease well known to our fathers and
grandfathers but now a rarity in Great Britain.
Other pioneers of the clinical classification of

diseases of the blood were L. H. Vaquez and Sir
William Osler, who in I892 and I903 respectively
described polycythaemia rubra vera. J. H.
Bennett in I845 described leukaemia under the
title of ' Two Cases of Disease and Enlargement
of the Spleen in which Death took place from
Suppuration of the Blood,' but it was left to
Rudolf Virchow to interpret correctly the findings
in this disease. And John C. Otto, who in I803
published a description of haemophilia under the
title of ' An Account of a Haemorrhagic Dis-
position Existing in Certain Families.' This work
of describing the clinical features of the various
diseases of the blood must be nearly complete, but
further advances in knowledge may lead to the
fresh growing of diseases or the further sub-
division of diseases into different clinical entities.

Prior to the publication by George R. Minot
and William P. Murphy in 1926 of their observa-
tions on the treatment of pernicious anaemia with
liver, most diseases of the blood, apart from those
which responded to iron, were incurable. Their
great discovery has not only saved countless lives
in countries all over the world but has led .to a
clearer understanding of haematology as a whole
and to the discovery of other therapeutic aids,
several of which have been discussed in this issue
of our Journal.

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.30.340.57 on 1 F

ebruary 1954. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

