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THE POSTGRADUATE

o4 3e c
PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

By W. PAGEL, M.D., F. A. H. SIMMONDS, M.A.,
M.D., D.P.H., and N. MACDONALD, M.B.,
M.R.C.P. Third edition. Pp. xiii + 728 with
311 illustrations. London: Geoffrey Cumber-
lege, 1953. 84s.
Pulmonary tuberculosis is such a vast subject

that it is almost impossible for one author to write
from personal experience on all its aspects. This
is especially true now that surgery plays such an
important part in treatment and is probably the
reason that there are now several contributors to
most books on the subject, each being responsible
for the section on his own particular speciality.

This method may give disappointing results
since, although each section may be admirable on
its own, the variation of style may be irritating and
overlapping of sections and apparent difference in
interpretation of terminology may occur.
This book, which has been almost entirely re-

written since previous editions, has three authors,
but the style is consistently clear and concise and
the sections are excellently co-ordinated.

Concerning perhaps the most fundamental of
problems-the relative importance of endogenous
and exogenous infection in post-primary disease-
the evidence is presented and assessed and leads
the authors to favour the endogenous route. They
agree, however, that re-infection undoubtedly
occurs and that super-infection may sometimes be
a factor. It is also suggested that repeated exo-
genous aspiration of bacilli may be the cause of
recrudescence of quiescent endogenous foci. An
interesting suggestion is made that, if B.C.G.
vaccinated subjects who have maintained their
positive Mantoux reactions should be found to
contract post-primary pulmonary disease in the
same way as the unvaccinated, this would be a
strong point against the importance of the endo-
genous mechanism. In this connection Dahlstrom
and Difs (I95i) reported a reduction in early post-
primary disease in B.C.G. vaccinated recruits of
more than two to one as compared with a control
series.

Throughout the book the frequency of adult
primary foci and their tendency to progress either
continuously or after years of quiescence is stressed,
and much pathological evidence from resected
specimens is brought forward.

The difficult and important problem of resistance
is dealt with in detail, but this section is shorter
and more readable than in the previous editions.
The chapter concerning treatnent gives a balanced
review of the many methods available and their
indications.
There is no doubt that any experienced reader

will find some views presented which are contrary
to his own, but this is inevitable in such a contro-
versial subject. Some may wonder whether it is
necessary to assume that cavity closure is always
due to bronchial occlusion or kinking, or that
pleural -thickening in A.P. treatment is always
secondary to pleural fluid. But these and other
similar points are debatable and in no way call for
criticism.

It can be stated with confidence that this is a
most complete and satisfying book of the highest
quality. It is well documented, illustrated and
produced and is strongly recommended to students
of pulmonary tuberculosis at all levels of experience.
DAHLSTROM, G., and DIFS, H. (i9sp).ACta Tub, Scand. 25

Suppi. 27.

CLINICAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY
By D. SCHERF, M.D., F.A.C.P., and L. J. BOYD,
M.D., F.A.C.P. Fourth edition. Pp. xviii +
490, with 292 illustrations. London: Wm.
Heinemann, Ltd. I953. 42S.
It is a truism to say that any scientific textbook

demanding a fourth edition is a good textbook, and
this is certainly the case of ' Scherf and Boyd,'
which is now firmly entrenched as one of the best
books on electrocardiography for all students who
are reading for higher examinations in medicine.
The first edition appeared I3 years ago; successive
editions have kept abreast of changing thought and
advances in the subject, and that is so with this new
edition, which is fully up to the standards of
previous ones.
As its title implies, the practical clinical aspects of

the subject are stressed throughout, and only such
essentials of theory as are necessary for an intelligent
interpretation of electrocardiograms have been in-
cluded. Nevertheless, a final chapter on Vector-
cardiography is welcome and has been mostly well
set forth by Dr. A. I. Schaffer, co-opted by the
main authors. One is pleased to see that there is
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