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THE SURGERY OF PANCREATIC
NEOPLASMS

By RODNEY SMITH, M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. vii + 157,
with I I illustrations, some in colour. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1953. 35s.
This is a good time to pause and consider the

place of surgery in the treatment of new growths
of the pancreas. Now that it lies within the scope
of most abdominal surgeons to remove these
tumours with an acceptable operative mortality we
may ask what more is there to offer these patients
than there was 15 or 2o years ago.
The author's purpose in this monograph has

been to illustrate from his own experience the
behaviour of various kinds of pancreatic tumour
and to place their operative treatment in correct
perspective.

History has recorded many early attempts at
excising the pancreas; it is interesting to learn, for
example, that Trendelenberg successfully removed
a sarcoma of body and tail, together with the spleen,
in i882; this was followed before the tur of the
century by several other successful partial pan-
createctomies. Transduodenal removal for ampul-
lary carcinoma was twice employed with good
results by Gordon Taylor before World War I.
It is probably true that familiarity with the dis-
section and mobilisation of the pancreas gained in
dealing with islet celled tumours led to the moder
operation of pancreato-duodenectomy. The other
less common pancreatic growths are also described.
The approach is eminently practical and the
management is given with conviction.

Carcinoma of the head of the pancreas and of
the ampulla are completely presented from the
clinical point of view. The reader is taken in logical
steps through the stages of management as in actual
practice. Discussion of the many aids in the search
for a diagnosis is followed by an excellent chapter
on the choice of operation; this is carried on into
the strategy of the operating room itself and a plea
is made for the more general use of transduodenal
routes for obtaining deep biopsy specimens without
the risk of fistula formation. Palliative and other
restricted operations are discussed before the radical
extirpation which is then clearly described and
illustrated, with emphasis on the importance of the
vascular anatomy in planning the individual pro-
cedure. In disposing of the pancreatic duct,
ligation is acceptable since in man the digestive

functions can often be maintained without the
external secretion, though this may have to be
supplemented by giving pancreatic extracts. Im-
plantation of the duct into the stomach remnant
is not recommended. Post-operative complications
are adequately dealt with; special attention is
given to ways of maintaining normal blood pressure,
fluid and electrolyte balance. The author's results
and those of Cattell are summarised and it is
shown that, both technically and from the point of
view of prognosis, ampullary carcinoma is much
the more favourable of the two main types for
radical surgery.

In the appendices are 38 case reports and a full
list of references. But most readers will already
have found all that they need to know in the
preceding pages. It is a book which no general
surgeon can afford to be without.

H.H.G.E.

HOW TO USE A MEDICAL LIBRARY
By LESLIE T. MORTON, A.L.A. Second edition.

Pp. vii + 44. London: William Heinemann.
I953. 5s.
This is a completely re-written and much

expanded version of a little work which first
appeared in 1934. It is written with the authority
to be expected from the Information Officer of the
British Medical Journal. Within its 44 pages, the
booklet provides a guide to the use of the medical
library and a vade-mecum into the luxuriant out-
growths of medical literature which no one, be he
student or specialist, could fail to find of value.
As examples of its usefulness, the following topics
all find brief but excellent treatment: the main
indices to the medical and biological literature, the
arrangement of library catalogues and the com-
pilation of bibliographies. Most useful, too, is
an up-to-date list of the medical libraries of Great
Britain, with notes on their collections. In all
fields of science today the ability to exploit the
rapidly expanding collective experience which the
literature of a subject represents is seen to be of
fundamental importance. For two halfcrowns and
a moderate expense of time, the opportunity is now
presented to anyone to equip himself with the
essential information needed to orientate himself
rapidly in the literature of medicine.
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