
313

BOOK REVIEWS
SELECTED WRITINGS OF WILLIAM OSLER,

JULY 12, I849-DECEMBER 29, I9I9
Edited by A. WHITE FRANKLIN. PP. XX + 278,

with 5 illustrations. London: Geoffrey Cumber-
lege. Oxford University Press, I951, 15S.
William Osler was born in Canada, a Canadian

citizen, in 1849. At the time of his death 70 years
later, in Oxford; he was esteemed as one of the great
figures of American and British medicine, and the
passage of years has not dimmed his fame. On what
foundations does this fame rest?

Born in a small Canadian town, the son of a
clergyman, Osler originally began to study for the
Church but soon abandoned divinity for medicine,
and in I872 qualified at McGill University, where
he then became a lecturer in medicine. In I884
Osler moved south to take the chair of Clinical
Medicine in the University 'of Pennsylvania, and
five years later he accepted an invitation to the post
of Physician-in-Chief at the new Johns Hopkins
Hospital, Baltimore. There he worked in the
famous partnership, portrayed for ever by J. S.
Sargent, with Halstead, Kelly and Welch, and
played a vital part in moulding the earliest youth of
one of the great medical schools of the world.
Sixteen years later, whilst still at the zenith of his
powers, Osler crossed the Atlantic to take up his
final and most distinguished appointment, that of
Regius Professor of Medicine in the University of
Oxford. In the spacious, cultured courts of this
great university Osler's qualities were ideally placed
and there his genius finally matured before his death
occurred in I9I9.

Such a brief resume of Osler's life gives no clue
to the secret of his greatness, and indeed to those
of us who were not privileged to be contemporaneous
this greatness is at first a mystery. The fame of
Lord Moynihan, Harvey Cushing, Sir Thomas
Lewis and many others of the giants of modern
medicine rests on tangible foundations, plain for all
to see. Yet, though he advanced our technical
knowledge of niedicine in many ways, Osler is not
to be numbered amongst these men. Nor does his
fame rest on the substantial covers of his well-
known textbook; that book now scarcely bears the
imprint of the original author, yet the author's fame
is undimmed.

It is apparent that we must look in other direc-
tions for Osler's supreme genius, and that this
genius lay in his broad humanism and in his in-
fluence on his contemporaries. Wherever he went
Osler was a great ferment; with his breadth of
knowledge, his enquiring mind, his wide literary
tastes and, above all, his captivating personality,
Osler was a constant stimulus to his colleagues,
assistants and patients, and all who met-him were
enriched from the stores of his vitality, and de-
parted with new enthusiasms and a greater ability
to live life to the full.

Fortunately Osler was also a gifted writer and
speaker, so that those of us who come after can still
savour his greatness from his printed works. Osler's
addresses have appeared in several volumes which
can still be obtained. Nevertheless the Osler Club
of London is to be congratulated on producing this
new volume, which contains i6 of Osler's addresses
or articles, illustrating both his historical and
literary interests. One has only to read the ex-
tracts from ' Letters to my House Physicians ' to
gain a clear insight into the affection in which he
was held by all his juniors, and the selections from
his addresses to students illustrate clearly his im-
mense humanity and compassion. To those who
already know Osler, either by recollection or from
his writings, this book will serve as a most pleasing
addition to their library; to those who so far have
not had the good fortune to make his acquaintance,
this volume should prove a powerful stimulus to
read yet further. And for all, this book will help to
answer the question ' On what does Osler's fame
rest? ' A question to which no better answer exists
than the words of Sir Arthur MacNulty, quoted in
the introduction to this book: ' He advanced the
science of medicine, he enriched literature and the
humanities; yet individually he had a greater power.
He became the friend of all he met-he knew the
workings of the human heart- metaphorically as well
as physically. He joyed with the joys and wept with
the sorrows of the humblest of those who were
proud to be his pupils. He stooped to lift them up
to the place of his royal friendship, and the magic
touchstone of his generous personality helped many
a desponder in the rugged paths of life. He achieved
many honours and many dignities, but the proudest
of all was his unwritten title, "The Young Man's
Friend ".'

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF CLINICAL
MEDICINE

By STEPHEN BARTON HALL, M.D., D.P.M. Pp.
xii + 4I6, with 6 illustrations. London: H. K.
Lewis. 1949. 21s.
This book is eminently suitable for general

practitioners and the general physician. The whole
emphasis of the book is on the relation of physical
disease to psychological syxnptoms, and the chapters
dealing with the psychosomatic relationships and
psychosomatic disorders are undoubtedly the best
in the book. It is here that the general practitioner
and physician will find most useful information.
The* chapters dealing with psychometry and
psychopathology are rather sketchy and, at times, are
confusing. There are apt to be too many quotations
and too few conclusions by the author himself.
This tendency is also noticeable in other chapters.
The descriptions of methods of treatment, both
physical and psychological, are very brief. This,
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