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If the reviewer's memory serves him, he recalls
that in the preface to the first edition of this book
the author referred to the difficulty in determining
what really constitutes an advance; the difficulty
remains, and only time will reveal how much of the
vast labour here recorded will help'us in the treat-
ment of o'ur patients. As a record of the pains-
taking research which is going on in the subjects
outlined above, the book is beyond praise; if
criticism be not ungracious, however, one must
record that a little more space might have been
given to clinical subjects such as, for instance,
keratoplastv-to mention but one. Fully to appre-
ciate a large section of this volume one would have
to be a more knowledgable physicist, physiologist
and biochemist than are most practising ophthal-
mologists, though it is appreciated that such a
remark may convey a comment more upon the
reader than upon the book, which is a most valuable
work and an essential possession of all ophthal-
mologists who must keep abreast of the research
underlying their specialty. The index-an im-
portant feature-is adequate, the reference lists
comprehensive; the photographic and micro-
photographic reproductions should indicate the
magnification they employ.

F.W.L.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE XIIth BRITISH
CONGRESS OF OBSTETRICS AND

GYNAECOLOGY, x949
Pp. 304, illustrated. London: The Austral Press.

1950. 5os.
This bound volume of the Transactions of the

12th British Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaec-
ology ' will be of greatest interest to those who were
able to attend the Congress, but will be widely read
by gynaecologists who were unhappily unable to
attend, apd also by candidates for higher obstetric
and gynaecological qualifications.
Many happy and interesting hours will be re-

called for those who attended the Congress, and
they will perhaps remember most clearly Meig's
paper on endometriosis, Prof. George Pickering's
brilliant account of essential hypertension in preg-
nancy and Ayre's explanation of the value of
cytology in the diagnosis of uterine cancer. (All
will remember with gratitude being able to read
these and the other opening discussions in print
before their formal presentation at the Congress.
Other scientific meetings would do well to adopt the
policy of distribution of opening papers before
presentation.)
For those who were prevented from attending

the Congress there is here an essay to suit every
taste, varying from Swyer's endocrinological con-
tribution on pregnandiol essays to Read's surgical
contribution on hernia of the pouch of Douglas and
Brunschwig's description of pelvic exenteration.
The examination candidate can ill afford to

neglect any of these contributions and, indeed, it is
unlikely that he would wish to do so.
"This book is altogether a delightful reminder of

a happy and profitable Congress.

THE CONQUEST OF MALARIA

By DR. J. JARAMILLO-ARANGO. Pp. xiv + 125, with
37 illustrations. London: W. Heinemann. 1950.
2IS. '

This book is obviously a labour of love, and the
author is to be congratulated on his historical ac-
curacy and erudition. He has exploded several
myths and has given an eminently fair presentation
as to the exact role played by the numerous pioneers
in the elucidation and treatment of the most im-
portant of the parasitic diseases that affect mankind.

Part II is a critical review of the basic facts in the
history of cinchona. To this section the author has
devoted 55 pages out of a total of I25, and has
allowed his enthusiasm to outweigh his sense of
proportion to the boredom of the general reader,
although the medical historian will ever be in his
debt.
The style is attractive and easy to read, and the

book is sumptuously produced and well illustrated.
It will be appreciated by the medical historian and
the malariologist, but not by the general practitioner.

T.C.M.

DAWSON OF PENN
A Biography

By FRANCIS WATSON. Pp. viii + 344, with I
illustration. London: Chatto & Windus. 1950.
I8s.
This account of the life of Lord Dawson of Penn

will take a high place among the more notable
medical biographies. Written primarily for the
general reader it is of especial interest to those who
knew Lord Dawson and to the medical profession
in general. So adroitly are medical references as-
sembled that one wonders if the writer has had a
medical training, though the reference to Arch-
bishop Lang as suffering from ' fifth nerve ' makes
the assumption rather unlikely.

Dawson's superb humanity-and the word is
scarcely too strong-and his concern for every
aspect of his patient's condition is most successfully
dealt with, and a worthy picture is presented of his
unusual grasp of a patient's entourage as well as of
his personality. Indeed Dawson had an almost un-
canny instinct in summing up the character, up-
bringing and achievement of those who consulted
him and carried into practice his constant plea that
a doctor. must take phenomena of the mind as well
as of the body into full consideration. An insight is
obtained of his manner of dealing with patients by
the inclusion of passages from Dawson's letters to
doctors referring patients to him for an opinion.
These form a valuable model of what such letters
are capable of being. A well-known doctor who
' received through the years opinions upon patients
from most of the able consultants in London and
other parts of Britain ' puts it on record that ' those
of Lord Dawson in general medicine were among
the, foremost in modem scientific accuracy as well
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as in kindly wisdom.' That Dawson had a pro-
found store of human understanding and kindness
is fully exemplified in incident. after incident
throughout these pages. Upon such a foundation
was based his legendary skill in dealing with a
patient's family assembled on some critical oc-
casion-sometimes a more difficult affair for the
physician than the treatment of the patient. :
Due attention is paid to Dawson's influence in

shaping the recent policy of the College of
Physicians of which, for seven consecutive years, he
was President. It was his avowed intention that the
College should secure that proper influence in pub-
lic affairs, which he considered it then lacked, to
the detriment of the State. To this end he suc-
ceeded in making the College more representative
and consequently more powerful by appointing
Fellows from specialist occupations, radiologists,
pathologists, biochemists. Outstanding men were
chosen from the armed forces and from the public
health service. None tried harder than he to narrow
the wide gap which existed between practising
physicians and salaried health officers, as it urgently
had to be narrowed, if the developing movements in
the domain of state medicine were to be kept on
sound lines. Even on the occasion of the annual
Harveian celebrations he would draw the thoughts
of his after-dinner audience to the socio-political
problems which he would never allow physicians to
forget. He was modernist in outlook and a born
reformer, but with these attributes he possessed a
genial capacity for dealing with his fellow men.

Notice is also taken of the part he played in the
controversies about birth control and euthanasia,
and of his interest in a nation-wide health service.
Another aspect of his work-his services to the
Royal Family-including the illness of George V
in I928 and of his fatal illness seven years later, is
recorded with fine feeling and reserve. These pro-
vide two of the most interesting chapters in the
book.
The biography closes with a short notice of

Dawson's illness and death. In observing the well-
known adage Demortuis nil nisi bonum, the bio-
grapher has given little play to legitimate criticism,
and this we think the chief fault of this absorbingly
interesting book.

C.E.L.

A HANDBOOK ON DISEASES OF CHILDREN

By BRUCE WILLIAMSON, M.D., F.R.C.P. 6th
Edition. Pp. xi + 440, with 94 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I951.
17s. 6d.
This new edition brings a work first published in

1933 really up to date. In addition to descriptions
of the diseases of childhood there is an introduction
on the subject of vital statistics, a section on in-
fectious fevers and one on infant welfare and feed-
ing. At the end of the book there is a useful
formulary including a summary of the uses of the
latest antibiotics. The text is attractively set out and

profusely illustrated by X-ray and photographic
reproductions of an unusually high standard.
The author has managed to compress a tre-

mendous amount of information into a small book,
although sometimes sacrificing style and clarity in
the process, In the chapter on bronchopneumonia,
for< example, this passage occurs: ' Morphia, in
contrast to lobar pneumonia, cannot be given with
safety ...' Such phrases, too, as ' a short course of
rhubarb and soda' and 'anti-rheumatic measures
should be taken,' would,be better left out if shortage
of space precludes their amplification.
There is little to criticize in the subject matter,

although those with less experience than the author
might view with cynicism some of the therapeutic
measures he recommends. It is, however, dis-
turbing to meet the statement-heretical in a text-
book of paediatrics-that in cases of underfeeding
on the breast it might be necessary to analyse a
sample of breast milk in order to detect a possible
deficiency in its quality.
On the whole this little book may be recom-

mended to students and general practitioners as
informative, pleasing and readable.

A.D.M.J.

INJURIES OF THE KNEE JOINT
By I. S. SMILLIE, O.B.E., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.E.
2nd Edition. Pp. 391, with 451 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I95I.
50s.

Any monograph which includes original work
will be subject to two criticisms. Firstly, the ex-
perience of any one man must be restricted by the
comparatively few cases it is possible to treat and,
secondly, the enthusiasm necessary to produce such
a work pari passu tends towards dogma and ill-
balance. These faults will be less apparent where
the subject is limited and the conditions common.
Mr. Smillie has for his field an extremely special-
ized joint, and he faithfully confines himself to those
aspects of the knee with which he has an unrivalled
experience. He is dogmatic where dogmatism is an
aid to comprehension, thus he states that the vast
majority of cartilage injuries start as a split from the
posterior horn, which stresses the theoretical im-
portance of the rotation in flexion with the foot
fixed. Many authorities would not entirely agree
that the torn meniscus is primarily a lesion in this
area, but the conception is most valuable.

In order to cover the complete field of knee in-
juries certain aspects are dealt with cursorily. Is it
essential to deal with fractures of the region and
enlargements of bursae at all? If so, should not the
fracture treatment at least suggest more orthodox
methods of approach? A description of Charnley's
compression arthrodesis would be useful. These
are minor criticisms. This is undoubtedly a most
valuable book to be thoroughly recommended. It is
beautifully printed with some remarkably fine
illustrations in colour.

T.S.R.G.
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