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BOOK REVIEWS
THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE (Volume I)

Edited by THE RIGHT HON. LORD HORDER,
G.C.V.O., M.D., F.R.C.P. 2nd Edition. Pp. xxxi
- 786, with 148 illustrations. London: Butter-
worth and Co. I950. 6os.

It is now 14 years since the first edition of the
British Encyclopaedia of Medical Practice was piloted
through its 12 volumes with Sir Humphrey
Rolleston at the helm. It is fitting, therefore, that
the masterly preface to the original work should be
retained in the present edition as a memorial to
that great man for whose foresight, drive and
energy the profession have cause to be grateful.
It is an expression not only of the rapid advances
of medical knowledge, but also of the undoubted
success of the first edition, that so vast a task as the
virtual rewriting of this monumental work should
have been undertaken in these difficult times.
Lord Horder and his able team of collaborators

are to be congratulated on the excellence of the
first volume of the new work which is being brought
up to date in all its sections. The inevitable delays
and difficulties of printing and production are
alone responsible for the occasional omission from
the text and bibliography of some important recent
papers. In this regard it should be stressed that
each year, as in the past, a cumulative supplement
will be issued, giving full information on the latest
advances in every subject contained in this and
subsequent volumes.
The format and general arrangement of the first

edition have been largely retained in the present
work, which will cover with ample cross-referencing
every disease or ailment related to any branch of
medicine, surgery, obstetrics or gynaecology.
The comprehensive nature of the completed

work, which will again extend to 12 volumes and
index, is indicated by this first volume which does
not leave the first letter of the alphabet. As
might be expected in a work of this kind each
chapter has been written by an acknowledged
expert. In consequence the reader may be certain
that the best that British medicine can offer will
be found between its covers.
The standard of production is of the high order

one has come to expect from these publishers; the
illustrations are good and the type is large and easy
to read. The overall excellence of this first volume
leaves little room for criticism. Every section
appears to be good, and many such as the chapters
on abdominal emergencies, anaemia and angina
pectoris are outstandingly so. At times, however,
there is a sense of imbalance. It seems a pity, for
instance, that the section on achondroplasia, a rare,
easily recognizable but untreatable condition,

should occupy almost as much space as the two
mirror-image sections on alkalosis and acidosis,
both of which are common treatable states, often
escaping clinical recognition.

Sir Humphrey Rolleston would be proud of his
successor and of those who have given so much of
themselves to make this new edition what it
promises to be-a most reliable source of practical
information on every aspect of medical and surgical
illness and one of the most authoritative works of
its kind in existence.

D.S.L.

RECENT ADVANCES IN OPHTHALMOLOGY
By SIR STEWART DUKE-ELDER, K.C.V.O., D.Sc.,
M.D., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S., and ALLEN J. B.
GOLDSMITH, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S.. 4th Edition.
Pp. xi + 372, with 139 illustrations, 6 in colour.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I951. 28s.
The delay in the appearance of the fourth edition

of this valuable treatise, occasioned by the war, has
necessitated an almost complete rewriting. The
fact that one is able to review and ponder over the
immense amount of work which has been under-
taken in ophthalmology and ancillary subjects in
recent years, by perusal of this volume, places one
in a position of great indebtedness to its authors.
Risking, however, the possibility of being.deemed
cautious, one must notice that the book is more
concerned with advances in the basic sciences
ministering to ophthalmology than with those of
ophthalmology itself-probably with good reason.
The physiology and physico-chemistry of the
aqueous and vitreous, and consideration of the
blood-aqueous barrier, fill the first of the 12 chap-
ters; the second is devoted to anatomical and
physiological consideration of the circulation of the
aqueous humour; while the third deals with the
aqueous humour and the blood-aqueous barrier in
disease. Methods of examination, in the form of
gonioscopy and fundus biomicroscopy, are next
considered, then the physio-pathology and patho-
logy of glaucoma. Two chapters on infections deal
mainly with the immunological, anaphylactic, and
allergic aspects of this subject-a significant trend;
the nature of viruses, and of virus disease, are amply
described. Chemotherapy and antibiotics receive
the generous attention due to so important a sub-
ject; a chapter is devoted to the physiology of the
cornea, its reparative capabilities, and its reaction
to chemical injury, the section ending with a full
consideration of Sjogren's syndrome. The chapter
on the lens is largely devoted to its biochemistry;
the last chapter deals in a masterly fashion with
endocrine exophthalmos.
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