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Much of the text embodies Mr. Philps' experi-
ence in fields which his own recent contributions
have broadened, and the chapters dealing with
anaesthesia, scleral resection, corneal grafting,
retinal tumours, and intraocular foreign bodies are
especially welcome for this reason. The personal
character of the book is further emphasized by the
excellent illustrations which are, with few excep-
tions, from the author's own hand or camera, and
which provide a more than usually apt amplification
of the text.

H.E.H.

A STUDY OF DIPHTHERIA IN TWO AREAS
OF GREAT BRITAIN

M.R.C. Special Report Series NO..272
By SIR PERCIVAL HARTLEY, C.B.E., M.C., D.Sc.,

F.R.S., et al. Pp. viii + I62. London:
H.M.S.O. 1950. 4S.
This is a most important study; briefly it relates

to the occurrence of clinical diphtheria in inoculated
persons. The clinical condition is fully described,
and is correlated with the levels of antitoxin present
in the blood at various stages. It is shown that even
a substantial amount of antitoxin in the blood is no
protection against clinical diphtheria, although it
becomes very clear that the stimulation provided by
the presence of the bacillus leads rapidly to a very
great increase .in the titre. Antitoxin response to
any one preparation is shown to vary very widely
and it is those inoculated persons whose antitoxin
response is poor who are most liable to d4velop
clinical diphtheria when infected.
A very important point is that no death occurred

in any fully inoculated person, and it appeared
fairly true that the severity of illness depended on
antitoxin level, although this was not invariable. It
is definitely established that the only protection of a
population is active immunization. Even after a
lapse of years, infection in a fully inoculated person
invariably results in a rapid rise to an effective titre.
The whole report makes intensely interesting

reading, and no one who is interested either in the
preventive or clinical aspect of the problem should
fail to read it,

RESEARCHES ON THE RADIOTHERAPY
OF ORAL CANCER

(M.R.C. Special Report Series No. 267)
By CONSTANCE A. P. WOOD, M.A.; M.R.C.P.,

D.M.R.E., F.F.R., and J. W. BOAG, B.Sc.
PP. 148, illustrated. London: H.M.S.O. 1950.
12S. 6d.
This Medical Research Council report on work

performed in the Radiotherapeutic Research Unit
at Hammersmith Hospital, with the collaboration
of the Strangeways Research Laboratory at Cam-
bridge, is a most valuable monograph. It is con-
cerned with the dosage of radiation used in the
treatment of cancer of the buccal cavity, and covers

also an experimental comparision between gamma-
rays and X-rays, certain histological investigations
undertaken in the Strangeways Laboratory, and a
statistical analysis of results. There is a great mine
of information in the book, the diagrams in the text
are of the highest quality, and the photographic
plates in black and white and colour are beautifully
produced. The statistical investigations of results
bring to light certain most valuable phenomena
concerning the natural history of cancer of the
mouth.

Perhaps the most interesting conclusion is that
an accurate prognosis of the clinical end-result can
be obtained in a very high proportion of individual
tumours by serial biopsy, and assessment of the
histological changes observed in the treated tissues
as the result of irradiation.
As has been suspected in other parts of the body,

failure of radiotherapy is often due to the per-
sistence of a pre-cancerous lesion; in other words,
the so-called recurrence is really a new tumour
developing in a pre-cancerous field. Success in
treatment often seems to depend on the promotion
of differentiation in the tumour cells as a result of
their irradiation. In general, the proportion of
differentiating cells is an index of a favourable
response to radiation.

This book is not only a model of the application
of research technique; it is a wealth of information
about the behaviour of oral cancer.

I.A

ANOPHELES AND MALARIA IN THE NEAR
EAST

(London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine Memoir 7)

By H. S. LEESON, F.R.E.S., W. H. R. LuMsDEN,
B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M. & H., J. YOFE,
M.D., D.T.M., and T. T. MACAN, M.A.,
Ph.D., F.R.E.S. Pp. xii + 223, with 73 illustra-
tions. London: H. K. Lewis. 1950. 35s.
This memoir is definitely one for the malari-

ologist and for the health authorities of the countries
concerned. It is divided into three parts-Part I
Syria and Lebanon by H. S. Leeson, Part II
Transjordan, Palestine and Syria by W. H. R.
Lumsden and J. Yofe, Part III Iraq and North
Persia by T. T. Macan.
The book owes its genesis to World War II,

when the Allies were faced with the potent'al threat
of German invasion through Turkey and a malarial
survey was necessary throughout this tactical area
to decide on the location of troops. Fortunately
this attack never materialized, and all the labour of
constructing enormous tank traps and aeroplane
landing grounds was wasted; all that is left of
man's effort being rusty tins and derelict trenches.
Out of this desolation, however, has arisen this
Memoir, and it will remain of permanent value to
all concerned in the physical wdloare of the in-
habitants, whether temporary or permanent, of these
regions.
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