
EDITORIAL
London, January 195 I

As we go to press we have to record with great
regret the enforced absence through illness of our
Editor, Mr. A. K. Monro. With characteristic
enthusiasm and determination he has essayed to
continue his editorial duties until finally restrained
by the kindly but firm hands of his colleagues on
the Editorial Board, who have stepped in to re-
enforce the urgent appeals of his medical advisers
to rest and yet again to rest. Our sympathy goes out
to him and we heartily wish him a speedy recovery.
Once more we are approaching a new year and,

like others, are looking wistfully back at the past
and trying to frame some really good resolutions
for the future. This in the sphere of medicine
seems to become more and more difficult. The
country as a whole is suffering, as never before,
from the throes incidental to the aftermath of a
great war, to which is added the agony of the
general regimentation from which no class of
persons is now immune. The medical profession,

alas, is no exception, and those of us who have
known the 'older regime,' when craftsmanship
was at a premium as now it is almost at a dis-
count, are sadly exercised in our minds and often
find it difficult to know which way to turn.
We emphasize this, not indeed in any spirit of

defeatism, or to pander to the habit of taking the
line of least resistance, but rather in order to issue
a challenge and to spur our readers to contend all
the more for a return to the spirit of individualism
and to the duty of personal service which has been
the foundation of all the- best work in medicine.
The great traditions of the past are not easily

destroyed. Today in medicine, as in other
branches of hufman activity, they are being assailed
by ' lesser breeds without the law.' It must be
the first of our New Year resolutions to stand in
their defence and to restore to our profession the
invaluable standards which in the last few years
it has been in danger of losing.

NOTE
FILM ON OXYGEN THERAPY

A new i6 mm. sound film entitled ' Oxygen
Therapy' suitable for medical, nursing and other
professional audiences has just been produced by
Kinocrat Films Ltd., London, for Oxygenaire
Ltd., manufacturers of oxygen therapy equipment.
The film runs for 35 minutes and is in two parts.

Part I (465 ft.) covers the history of the clinical
use of oxygen, details the physiological aspects of
oxygen in the lungs, blood stream and blood
plasma and explains the symptoms and classifies
the main types of anoxia. Part II (785 ft.)
demonstrates the techniques of oxygen administra-
tion by face masks, oxygen tents, etc., to infants,
children and adults and shows in detail the con-

struction of the latest forms of oxygen therapy
equipment. Other essential factors in oxygen
therapy, such as various fire precautions to take,
are also included in this section.
Many sequences were filmed at the Westminster

and Queen Charlotte's Hospitals and the Hospital
for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, with
the assistance of the medical staff.

Arrangements for loaning theim for exhibiting
to doctors, nurses and students in hospitals and
medical schools or at local branch meetings of
professional bodies can be made by communicating
with Oxygenaire (London) Ltd., 8 Duke Street,
Wigmore Street, London, W.i.
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