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of workpeople. Medical officers in industry have
to get managers, shop stewards and others interested
in industrial health problems, and here is an op-
portunity of giving them a short account of these
problems in palatable form. There is always a
danger that short books make complex and difficult
subjects appear simple. This is no exception. In
discussing the effects of human relations on pro-
duction, the authors have warned the reader that
they do not wish to strive for over-simplification,
but their thesis, that full health at work depends on
pride of personal achievement and respect for the
management, evades the important issues of full
participation of everyone in the community, through
joint consultation and other means.

It is said that the weekly change over from day to
night work is physiologically unsatisfactory, but no
mention is made of the social disadvantages of long
periods of night duty which deprive the worker of
contact with his friends and relatives.

Safety is described as a responsibility of manage-
ment, but the responsibilities of everyone should
have been stressed.
The chapter on legislation makes no mention of

the Local Authority's duties under the Factories
Act, 1937, and unfortunately byssinosis, a dust
disease suffered by card and blow-room workers
in the cotton industry is described as fibrotic
disease of the lungs, which it is not.
These criticisms do not lessen the value of this

book to the medical student and the doctor who is
entering industry ignorant of his new responsibilities.
It is perhaps asking too much for the busy general
practitioner to read it, but those who work in in-
dustrial areas could learn in one evening's reading a
little more about many of their patients' lives and
the effects that work can have on their health.

R.S.F.S.

OLD AGE
By TREVOR H. HOWELL, M.R.C.P.ED. 2nd

Edition. Pp. viii + io8, with 9 illustrations.
London: H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. 1950.
IOs. 6d.
There has recently been a great increase in

attention paid to this branch of medicine; indeed it
may be said that the care of the aged sick has been
one of the more formidable problems presenting
itself to physicians since the introduction of the
National Health Service. The work of Dr. Trevor
Howell shows what can be done for many of these
patients, who were formerly considered to be
hopeless.
The book consists of a series of observations he

has made and the results of his experience in treat-
ment. There are chapters dealing with the varia-
tions in old age of pulse rate, of temperature, of
haemoglobin level and of renal function. The
chapters on ' Geriatric Rehabilitation' and ' Some
Clinical Signs' will be found to be of more prac-
tical importance. This book should prove helpful
both to general practitioners and to physicians who
have become newly interested in the problems of
the aged sick.

THE CHILD IN HEALTH AND DISEASE

By CLIFFORD G. GRULEE, M.D., and R. CANNON
ELEY, M.D. Pp. xiii + io66, with zoo figures.
Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins Com-
pany. London: Baillibre, Tindall & Cox.
1949. Price L3 6s.
In spite of its title, this book is essentially a text-

book of paediatrics. Its contribution to health is
briefly covered by the first ioo pages, on growth,
development and nutrition, and by 50 pages later
in the book on adolescence and its problems. The
book is avowedly addressed to practitioners and
students and, whilst it aims at being comprehensive,
it is also compact and informative rather than de-
tailed and descriptive. Its i ,ooo pages are divided
into i9 sections, each containing chapters varying
in number from one (eyes) to twenty (acute in-
fections). The first three sections deal with general
considerations, nutrition and the newborn, including
prematurity; the next three with communicable
diseases, acute infections and chronic infections.
There follow eight sections dealing with each system
in turn, a section on paediatric ophthalmology, one
on adolescence and one on paediatric surgery.
Finally there is a useful section headed ' Miscel-
laneous Subjects,' which include, amongst others,
chapters on children's teeth, accidental poisoning
and paediatric techniques.
A textbook with 75 contributors will inevitably

vary in the quality of its contributions and runs the
risks of lack of balance and repetition. With each
contribution, on the other hand, a high degree of
specialization can be achieved and, provided the
editors succeed in guiding and controlling their
team, an organically whole and authoritative work is
possible. Within very wide limits Drs. Grulee and
Eley have brilliantly succeeded in their task. Con-
tributions are uniformly concise. and clearly
divided by appropriate headings which as far as
possible follow a pattern throughout the book.
Almost all the articles reach a very high standard
indeed and are up to date, clearly written and
packed with accurate information. The allotment
of space, particularly perhaps to English readers,
may occasionally seem capricious. Allergy receives
22 pages, all other skin diseases 24, and endocrine
disturbances including diabetes only 26; 20 pages
are devoted to congenital syphilis and only ii to
rickets. It is to be remembered, however, that the
book is written for doctors practising in a country
where the incidence of disease differs from that
in England, and is written, moreover, not for con-
sultants but for practitioners who want detailed
information about the commoner conditions rather
than the interesting rarities.

Perhaps one of the weaker chapters is on breast
and artificial feeding, in which though the value of
breast feeding is briefly emphasized, little attempt
is made to indicate method whereby its decline
might be combated. Moreover, the details for suit-
ably modifying it appear muddled and on the whole
unnecessarily complicated. The best chapters are
on conditions of the chest, particularly on childhood
tuberculosis. The latter is admirable and contains
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