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are welcome. There is no fee. Trains from Fenchurch
Street to Southend or to Westcliff are as follows, but
Post Graduates are advised to check them in case of
alterations, the time of arrival is stated in brackets.
To Southend: 12.1 (1.7), 12.7 (1-I9), I2.13 (1.25),
I2.25 (1.32), I2.32 (I.46). To Westcliff: I2.1 (1.3),
12.7 (I.xI5), 12.25 (1.28), 12.32 (i.44). Trains re-
turning to Fenchurch Street are as follows. From
Southend: 7.34 (8.55), 8.4 (9.56). From Westcliff:
7-3 (8.30), 7.39 (8.55), 8.8 (9.-56).

CONFERENCES, ANNUAL MEETINGS,
ETC.
British Orthopaedic Association. Annual meeting
at Bristol on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October
13, 14 and 15, 1949.
Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and
Ireland. Annual meeting at the Royal College of
Surgeons on Thursday, November 3, followed by dinner
at the Savoy Hotel.

BOOK REVIEWS
TECHNIQUE OF MEDICATION

By AUSTIN SMITH, M.D., C.M., M.SC. Ist Edition.
Pp. xi + 155. Illustrated. Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott Co. I948. 30s.
This small volume, which has the general appear-

ance and manner of a popular novel, compares in
price but in little else with the majority of standard
medical textbooks.

Forming, as it does, one of a series of' essentials '
in various branches of medicine and surgery, the
reader is entitled to expect a succinct handling of
subject matter, strictly relevant to the title of the
book. In this he will be disappointed. Although
many important principles in drug prescription and
administration are emphasized and the techniques
of most medical procedures described, the book is
too diffuse and the style too discursive to have a
wide appeal either to the student or practitioner.
Any author who undertakes so vast a subject as

the technique of medication, and intends to cover
the field in 250 short pages, will surely find little
space either for circumlocution or truisms.
Examp cs of both abound throughout the present
volume, while the inclusion of information such as
the long description of American postal regulations
relating to 'poisons, explosives, inflammable
materials, infernal machines,' etc., although in-
teresting and unintentionally amusing, is largely
irrelevant.

Although this book contains a great deal of
useful information, much of its instruction relates
to practical problems which can be learnt only at
the bedside or in the dispensary. The student,
therefore, is advised to turn to these sources for his
practical instruction rather than to the present
volume, which may delude him into thinking he
knows what he knows not, at great cost to himself.

D.S.L.

TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE
Edited by SIR JOHN CONYBEARE, K.B.E., M.C.,

D.M., F.R.C.P. 9th Edition. Pp. xvi + 875.
Illustrated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1949. 30s.
It is a pleasure to welcome the 9th edition of

Sir John Conybeare's famous book, which has been
the faithful friend and guide to many generations of
medical students. Gone are the days of the familiar

squat blue vade-mecum; but the more graceful
and convenient format of the present volume will
be generally approved, if for no other reason than
that the book stays open without undue persuasion
and back breaking.
Although the subject matter has not been

noticeably increased, many of the sections have
been rewritten or extensively recast, occasionally,
as in that on Diseases of Infants, by new authors.
This applies to Venereal Diseases, the Endo-
crines, Gastro-intestinal Tract, Cardiovascular
and Central Nervous Systems. The book is well up
to date, although certain recent advances, such as
streptomycin therapy in tuberculous meningitis, are
either tentatively mentioned or briefly dismissed.
New methods of investigation or treatment, other
than those whose value is clearly established, are
summarily dealt with or ignored. Although the
post graduate and practitioner may be disappointed
in this regard, the student, for whom the book is
primarily intended, may tread the ground with
certainty and with little fear of entering unsurveyed
or barren country. He will welcome, too, some
useful landmarks-particularly the inclusion inside
the covers of tables of physiological constants and
metric measurements.

Practically all sections are good, while Dr.
Walshe's chapter on the central nervous system is
outstanding for its clarity of exposition and com-
pleteness. The section on rheumatic diseases is
frankly disappointing. It is felt that this important
subject, which is responsible for i6 per cent. of all
insurance illness and costs the country at least
25 million pounds a year, is deserving of more than
seven short pages cf compressed and incomplete
information. No medical student can hope to
gauge the importance or vastness of the problem
from this account. In future editions, therefore, it
may be hoped that a section commensurate with
the subject will be written.
Well produced with some good plates and illustra-

tions, the present volume raises still further the
high standard of previous editions. It remains the
sheet anchor of sound instruction for the student,
a succinct reference book for the practitioner, and an
ideal textbook for the specialist who wishes to
maintain a broad front on the wide vista of general
medicine.

D.S.L.
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