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BOOK REVIEWS

PRACTICAL ORTHOPTICS IN THE
TREATMENT OF SQUINT

By T. KEITH LYLE, M.D., M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and
SYLVIA JACKSON, S.R.N., D.B.O. 3rd Edition.
Pp. Xii + 271. London: H. K. Lewis & Co.
I949. 35S.
This volume well deserves its position as the

standard textbook and training manual for the
orthoptist in whose hands practical ocular muscle
training rests. It is concerned in the first place
with the mechanism of normal binocular vision and
with the sensory and motor abnormalities to be
found when it breaks down in strabismus. The
diagnostic methods and apparatus are described,
with practical details of their application and of the
methods employed to re-awaken attention in the
squinting eye and permit the development of fusion
and stereopsis. Separate chapters are devoted to
the various types of strabismus and, in them, the
part which retinal stimulation and muscle exercises
may play in treatment alone or in combination with
operation, is dealt with in a lucid and practical
fashion.

Paralytic strabismus, congenital and acquired, is
considered in two final chapters and, whilst the
authors are primarily concerned to present the
methods of diagnosis and treatment in which the
orthoptist plays a part, their value to the medical
student of these disorders is perhaps greater than
the modest title of the book might lead him to ex-
pect. The actions of the ocular muscles, the effect
of individual muscle paralysis and the secondary
changes which, in time, occur in both eye and head
posture as a result are here described. A good deal
of attention is paid to the diagnostic methods em-
ployed in examination and these are illustrated by
admirable diagrams and diplopia charts. The
utility of orthoptic exercises in treatment is dis-
cussed and the principles of surgical treatment, in
cases where an expectant attitude has not resulted in
cure of the diplopia, are outlined from the authors'
considerable experience of these cases.
The new edition appears in an attractive and more

readable form by reason of its increased page size
which has permitted the inclusion of numerous new
photographs and chart reproductions.

H.E.H.

RATIONAL MEDICINE
By JOHN W. TODD, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. viii +

378. Bristol: John Wright & Sons, Ltd. 1949.
25S.
Experience in medicine involves largely its

' rationalization,' a process undergone by most
practitioners. Dr. Todd records his own views as

to the values to be placed on the interpretation of
symptoms and signs and on therapy, sometimes
strongly and on the whole interestingly. Not all
the views expressed will find general acceptance
and some may consider several of Dr. Todd's con-
clusions to be of too sweeping a character. Never-
theless the book will provide a stimulus to all who
think about the factors related to the immediate
practice of clinical medicine and, it is to be hoped,
to some who do not.

J.C.S.P.

TEXTBOOK OF PATHOLOGY
By J. M. BEATTIE, M.A., M.D., and W."E. CARNEGIE

DICKSON, M.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.P. 5th Edition.
Two volumes. Pp. 1463. London: William
Heinemann. 1948. C8 8s. od. the set.
The fourth edition of ' Beattie and Dickson,'

published nearly 20 years after its predecessor,
was virtually a new book The present edition,
published five years later, is essentially similar to
the fourth edition in its form and contents, but has
been carefully revised to bring it up to date. The
sections which have been specifically revised are
those on leprosy, viral infections, physical injuries,
shock, gas gangrene, heart failure, pneumokoniosis
and infective hepatitis, but apart from these major
changes there are many minor alterations in the
text and many new references are gi- en at the foot
of the page. The authors have been zealous to make
this work comprehensive and up to date and they
have succeeded. These two volumes are a mine of
accurate factual information and in extensive
samplingwe have failed to find any major omissions.
This edition, like its predecessor, shows a wealth of
classical erudition and no student who has read it
could fail to understand the meaning and derivation
of the terms he learns. The authors show a strong
sense of the history of their subject, even if they
sometimes appear biased in favour of their alma
mater.

In a book of this magnitude criticism is inevitable
and it must be confessed that we were left with a
certain sense of disappointment The authors have
given much careful factual morbid anatomy but too
little explanation of the morbid physiology that
underlies it. Probably for this reason there is not
enough correlation with the clinical findings.
Another criticism is that the authors have been so
careful to give all the evidence in controversial
issues that too often they have failed to give any
opinion, and the student is left to draw his own
conclusions from a bewildering mass of data. For
these reasons we feel that an undergraduate, to
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