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factors in obstetrics besides mathematics, and
judgment will be made oi the case as a whole,
pelvimetry forming a small but important part of
the evidence.

It is to be hoped that if radiological pelvimetry
can be standardized and put into general use, a
closer correlation may be achieved and a more
accurate forecast of difficulties obtained by a study
of pelvimetric results.
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SIR JAMES YOUNG SIMPSON

Sir James Young Simpson (i8i8-I870) was born and educated in Edinburgh. His great
ability and fascinating personality resulted in his appointment to the chair of Obstetrics in
I840. Following his introduction of ether to midwifery he experimented in other less un-
pleasant agents until in I847 he published the results offive cases anaesthetized with chloro-
form. His advocacy of the use of anaesthesia in childbirth involved him in prolonged and
bitter controversies, which were only ended in i853 when Queen Victoria herself received
chloroform at the birth of Prince Leopold. His great inventive powers led to the introduction
of the long obstetric forcep, uterine sounds, sponge tents and the use of dilation of the cervix
uteri as a diagnostic measure.
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