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BOOK REVIEWS

A PRACTICAL MANUAL OF DISEASE OF
THE CHEST

By MAURICE DAVIDSON, M.A., M.D.(Oxon.),
F.R.C.P.(Lond.). 3rd Edition. Pp. xvi + 670
with 268 illustrations. Geoffrey Cumberlege,
Oxford University Press. London. I948. 50S.

In his preface to the first edition of this book
the author, writing in I935, says ' the last few years
have witnessed a remarkable development in the
diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the chest,' a
statement which remains abundantly true of the
eight years which have filled the interval between
the second and the present (third) editions. As
examples may be quoted the revolution which has
taken place in the treatment of pneumonia with
chemotherapy and penicillin, the appreciation of the
bronchopulmonary segment as the clinical ana-
tomical unit of the lung and the improvement in the
treatment of pulmonary suppuration which has
resulted, and the steady advance which has been
made towards the control of active tuberculous
disease by chemotherapy. Radiology has marched
along with the clinician, and by making possible the
economical and rapid radiographic survey of large
numbers of persons it has presented us with many
examples of tuberculosis in an early symptomless
stage.

All these topics, and many others besides, the
author has brought up to date in this edition. The
chapters dealing with intrathoracic neoplasm,
bronchiectasis, pneumonokoniosis and tuberculosis
have been recast in the light of modern work, and
additional chapters concerned with cysts of the lung
and pleura and with sarcoidosis have been added.
The subject has been handled throughout in a

practical fashion with the emphasis on management
and treatment, but this does not prevent the author
from discussing pathogenesis and aetiological
classification where such discussion is likely to have
practical consequences. Thus, the author's views
on the pathogenesis of bronchiectasis are fully laid
down, but where alternative views have been from
time to time expressed, as they have been in the
case of cystic bronchiectasis and ' honeycomb '

lung, these views are impartially considered. As a
result the reader is put in possession of the com-
plete argument, may judge the matter for himself,
and may therefore act as he thinks fit without the
heavy hand of ' central direction ' smoothing the
path for him.

If bronchiectasis has been handled boldly the
author is perhaps unduly reticent over the question
of the classification of the ' atypical ' pneumonias.
Admittedly, the foundation of any such classification
is at the moment weak, but virus pneumonia, at

least, even if the specific organism remains elusive,
has certain clinical and, in some instances, sero-
logical characteristics which perhaps merit more
than the few lines in small print which the author
bestows upon it.

But this is a small point when set against the
all-round excellence of this practical manual, which
is a scholarly presentation of the subject, perneated
throughout with the personal touch which the in-
clusion of case reports enhances, plentifully illus-
trated, and very much to the credit of author and
publisher.

N.L.R.

A POCKET MEDICINE

By G. E. BEAUMONT, M.A., D.M.(Oxon),
F.R.C.P., D.P.H.(Lond.). Second Edition. Pp.
Viii + 2o8. J. and A. Churchill Ltd., London,
W.I. 1948. 9S.
The second edition of this little book is most

welcome. There is a surprising, one might almost
say phenomenal, amount of factual material within
its 200 pages, so that the author's quotation of
Samuel Johnson is scarcely necessary-' In this
work, when it shall be found that much is omitted,
let it not be forgotten that much likewise is per-
formed....' Very little indeed has been left out.
A feature rarely encountered in small books of

this type is the emphasis on treatment. Practical
details of this are given. To mention but a selection
of modem therapeutic agents which are described
in the appropriate sections throughout the book
are radioactive phosphorus, folic acid, thiouracil,
phthalylsulphathiazole, paludrine, Rhesus nega-
tive blood, casein hydrolysates and streptomycin.

Finally, it is so up-to-date that, for example in
the list of causes of secondary purpura, exposure to
atomic bomb explosion is given.

S.O.

EMERGENCIES IN MEDICAL PRACTICE

Ed. by C. ALLAN BIRCH, M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp.
xi + 468, with i i3 illustrations. E. & S. Living-
stone, Edinburgh. 1948. 25S.
This book contains a vast amount of practical

information. It is weU set out, well printed and
well illustrated. The reader's first reaction may
well be one of consternation at the number of
emergencies he might meet that he had never even
thought of before, and his second one of gratitude
to Dr. Birch and his i8 contributors for assembling
precise directions for dealing with them. No one
could possibly carry all this information in his head,
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and much of it is not readily available in any other
form. The inclusion of addresses, telephone
numbers and exact directions for obtaining unusual
drugs or apparatus is an example of the very
practical outlook that the authors have maintained.
The word 'emergency' has been widely inter-
preted, and many conditions have been included,
which are only occasionally urgent.
There is, perhaps, as might be expected with so

large a number of contributors, some lack of balance
in the amount of space given to different subjects;
and the pursuit of completeness has led to the
inclusion of occasional matter that might well have
been omitted. Under practical procedures, for
instance, there is a brief account of the technique of
posterior splanchnic block, without any mention of
its purpose or the kind of emergency for which it
might be needed. Other small points might be
criticized. Acute poisoning deserves more space
in a book this size: and some would consider
repeated cisternal puncture in the hands of the
inexpert to be more dangerous than the conditions
for which it is recommended. Methyl alcohol
poisoning is described as due usually to the drinking
of methylated spirit. But one of the mysterious
features of this condition is that it occurs
occasionally in explosive outbreaks due to the
drinking of methyl alcohol in some form other
than methylated spirit, but is rare in methylated
spirit drinkers. Paludrine is not mentioned under
the treatment of malaria at sea. The directions for
needling a liver abscess are not as full as they might
be. And the danger of simultaneous pressure on
both carotid sinuses is insufficiently emphasized.

These, however, are small points. As a whole,
this book is to be regarded as an invaluable source
of information in medical emergencies and can be
warmly recommended.

R.R.B.

HEART: A PHYSIOLOGIC AND CLINICAL
STUDY OF CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

By ALDO A. LUISADA, M.D. Pp. xii + 654 with
352 illustrations. The Williams & Wilkins Co.
Baltimore. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. London.
1948. 50s.
This book is the work of an individualist, both

as regards its arrangement and its subject matter.
Cardiovascular diseases are treated from an

anatomical standpoint in declared preference to the
more orthodox and balanced aetiological approach.
Too much space and importance are attached to
special techniques and phonocardiqgraphic studies.
For all these reasons the work as a whole tends to
lose continuity and balance-the text being fre-
quently punctuated by cross-references or repeti-
tion, which are the inevitable result of an anatomical
basis for discussion. This sense of balance and
continuity is further disturbed by emphasis upon
subjects of trivial importance with relative neglect
of arresting problems, e.g. three times more space
is given to the technique of cardiac percussion than
to the treatment of subacute bacterial endocarditis

(which, incidentally, is largely repeated verbatim in
two different parts of the book).
The style is forceful and didactic-often dog-

matic, with frequent use of the future imperative.
Some sections gre stimulating and challenging, es-
pecially that on paroxysmal dyspnoea and pul-
monary oedema; others are spoiled by rigid
statements based on speculative or doubtful
premises.
The frequent use of diagrams and many excellent

photographic reproductions is a praiseworthy
feature of the book. Besides simplifying descrip-
tions, they help to offset obvious deficiencies in the
text.

Theorizing and speculating about the precise
mechanism of production of a murmur is a waste of
valuable time and space, does little to further the
accuracy of clinical diagnosis, and, except in the
case of a few definite organic murmurs, creates
nothing but confusion. The author is taken to task
on this score as he is for such statements as (p. 200):
' A murmur extending beyond the middle of
systole or starting late in systole is always organic.'
Few cardiologists in this country would agree with
such a statement, while some of the most ex-
perienced would regard its general acceptance as a
certain method of promoting that bugbear of iatro-
genic diseases-unwarranted cardiac invalidism.
The book is well produced with a full biblio-

graphy, but is too unorthodox and controversial to
have a wide appeal. It is not recommended to
medical students or post graduates seeking higher
qualifications. Those with special knowledge of
phonocardiography and cardiological experience
may manage to steer a profitable course between
the Scylla of speculation and the Charybdis of
dogmatism and, provided they can last the course,
will find the book a useful whetstone on which to
sharpen their critical faculties.

D.S.L.

AIDS TO OPHTHALMOLOGY
P. McG. MOFFATT, M.D., M.R.C.P., F.R.C.S.,
D.O.M.S. 3rd Edition. Pp. viii + 266. Bailli6re
Tindall & Cox. London. 1948. 6s. 6d.
This is a comprehensive short account of

ophthalmology and makes it possible for the student
to acquire a balanced idea of the subject in the
comparatively short time he is able to allot to a
special department. In writing such a book, the
selection of material is difficult, but. while Mr.
Moffatt has rightly retained an account of the
classical methods of importance and included much
that is very new, the book would gain by omission
of some obsolescent material and the expansion of
the neurological aspects of ophthalmology. The
chapter on the optic nerve, for example, is almost
confusing in its brevity. But this is a small criticism
of so useful a book which will continue to be
popular with students. As an introduction for
ophthalmic house surgeons, and as a textbook for
nurses it will be of great value.

R.P.C.
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