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BOOK REVIEWS

CLINICAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY

By DAVID SCHERF, M.D., F.A.C.P., and LINN J.
BOYD, M.D., F.A.C.P. 3rd Edition. Heine-
mann. 1948. Pp. xiv t 435. Price 30s.

There have been many important advances in
cardiology during the past few years, not the least
of these has been in electrocardiography. The third
edition of Scherf and Boyd's comprehensive book
reflects some of these advances. There are brief
chapters on unipolar leads, ventricular gradient and
oesophageal leads, whilst the chest leads receive
greater attention than in earlier editions. The re-
viewer considers, however, that there is insufficient
emphasis on the unipolar leads which eliminate one
variable, and are therefore simpler to understand.
One considers, for example, that they might have
been discussed with profit in Chapter 5 on axis
deviation and its relation to heart position, and in
Chapter 6 in relation to deep Qs in lead III.

Five pages on unipolar leads in an edition com-
prising some 400 seems, to our no doubt biased
view, to be grossly inadequate. Each chapter is
accompanied by an extensive bibliography, and
there is much useful information of a general
clinical interest throughout the book.

W.B.

DISEASES OF THE EYE

By SIR JOHN HERBERT PARSONS, C.B.E., D.S.C.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.S., and SIR STEWART DUKE-
ELDER, K.C.V.O., M.A., D.Sc., Ph.D., M.D.,
F.R.C.S., Hon. D.Sc. (North Western). iith
Edition. J. & A. Churchill, London. 1948.
Pp. 732. 21 plates and 368 text figures. Price
30s.

The fact that this book, first published in 1907,
has reached its iith edition is ample proof of its
popularity. It is certainly the best and most
comprehensive of the smaller handbooks on eye
diseases.

For this edition the original author, Sir John
Parsons, has collaborated with Sir Stewart Duke-
Elder as co-author, and the book has been to some
extent brought up to date, especially with regard to
the modern use of penicillin and the sulpha drugs.
It is, however, a pity that a more thorough revision
of the book w,as not undertaken. For instance,
Werner's mnemonic, although accurately describ-
ing the action of the isolated extrinsic ocular
muscles, gives false information with regard to the
position of the maximum vertical separation of the
images occurring in palsy of the vertically acting

muscles. It is therefore completely misleading as a
guide to the diagnosis of a case of ocular muscle
palsy and should have been removed, and more
accurate information substituted.

Likewise the diplopia chart of a case of right
superior oblique palsy on page 560 is misleading in
that it does not stress the fact that maximum
vertical separation of the images occurs in laevo-
depression.

In view of experience in the treatment of ocular
palsies due to head injuries in the recent war the
statement referring to operation upon the extrinsic
ocular muscles-' It is only suitable for paretic,
not paralytic cases and should never be adopted
until all other means have failed '-is, happily for
patients concerned, far from true. Obviously this
part of the book has escaped revision. In fact,
reference to the I923 edition shows precisely the
same statement made !

It is a little disconcerting to find a lapse into the
first person singular on page 580. One wonders
whether the statement that ' If the child is less than
two years old I do not order glasses except in rare
cases ' is the opinion cf Sir John Parsons or Sir
Stewart Duke-Elder, or both ! At all eveints, surely
it depends on whether or not there is a relevant
refractive error present.
However, in spite of these minor criticisms one

feels that thi-- is the book to recommend to all who
wish to obtain a working knowledge of practical
ophthalmology in a relatively short space of time,
and to acquire that knowledge together with a
reasonable amount of elementary pathology, neur-
ology and optics.

T.K.L.

PSYCHIATRY-A SHORT TREATISE

By WILLIAM A. O'CONNOR, L.M.S.S.A.(Lond.),
D.P.M.(Lond.). Medical Superintendent, Ash-
wood House, Kingswinford, Staffs. ; late Assis-
tant Medical Officer, Maudsley Hospital; Tutor
(Psychology) of Extra-Mural, University and
W.E.A. Classes. Ist Edition. John Wright and
Sons, Ltd. Bristol. Simpkin Marshall (I94I),
Ltd. London. 1948. Pp. 380.
This is a thoughtful book in which the author

appears to haxe wished to achieve a very difficult
compromise-to gix e expression to the results of
his own experience and reflection, and to write a
textbook for beginner-. One cannot help feeling
that he would have been better advised to have
written a series of essays, for as a Iextbook this is
unlikely to replace the standard works.

W.P.M.
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