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was made to open this, believing it was the sac,
but it was unsuccessful and on dissecting further,
the mass was recognized as bladder.
The mass was plum-coloured, 4I in. by 2 in.

in size and communicated with the bladder
through a small opening. This neck was cut
across and the mass removed. Through the ori-
ginal incision the hole in the bladder wall was re-
paired with catgut and the external oblique sutured
behind the cord. A catheter was left in the
bladder for four days. Recovery was uneventful
and the patient left hospital on October i, 1947.
Pathological Report
The sections examined confirm the presence of

tissue, the histological structure of which is com-
patible with urinary bladder. The sections showed
all the- layers of the normal bladder wall. (G. A.
Cary Lynch.)

Discussion
The presence of bladder as part of the contents

in the sac of a direct inguinal hernia is not un-
known, but in the present case no hernial sac was

demonstrable and the herniation was one of
bladder alone.
The pathological report states that sections show

that all the layers of the normal bladder wall are
present, so the condition is probably not a true
congenital diverticulum of the bladder, particularly
since the onset of symptoms dates from a definite
strain. The anatomical drawings show that there
is a canal through which bladder might become
extruded if intra-abdominal pressure is increased
suddenly, particularly if the bladder happens to
be full at the time of strain. In Wakeley's series
of 40 cases of hernia of the bladder, no similar
case is described, but he mentions that the
possibility of a diverticulum of the bladder con-
stituting a hernia must be kept in mind and cites
a case described by Percival Pott and another by
Corner and Rowntree, both in children. The case
here described falls into his first group of extra-
peritoneal herniation of the bladder.
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BOOK REVIEWS

RECENT ADVANCES IN SURGERY

By HAROLD C. EDWARDS, C.B.E., M.S., F.R.C.S.
Third Edition. Pp. x and 437. I3' illustrations.
J. and A. Churchill Ltd. 1948. 24s.

Sir Heneage Ogilvie prepared the first edition of
'Recent Advances in Surgery' in 1928, and that
volume was a model of the form which a contem-
porary review of surgery should take, covering the
whole field, and describing in full detail the more
important contemporary improvements in surgical
management and technique. The new edition of
'Recent Advances in Surgerv ' is, as one would
expect, a new book. Authorship has passed to Mr.
Harold Edwards who demonstrates here his eminent
responsibility for so heavy a task. Those readers
who were familiar with the first edition will not be
disappointed in its successor, for subjects have
been chosen with wise discrimination, new tech-
niques are discussed against a background of broad
practical experience, and a vast amount of detail
has been integrated in a single literary whole by a
fluent, precise and even elegant stvle. The text
gains enormously in value from the co-operation of
three highly specialized collaborators, and Mr.

Brock's chapter on the surgery of the heart and of
bronchial carcinoma, Mr. Northfield's consideration
of neurosurgery, and Sir Stanford Cade's account
of radiotherapy in malignant disease are classical
essays in their form and content.
With the continuing geometrical increase in

surgical periodicals, and a progressive prolificity in
the publication of papers, it has become increasingly
difficult for the post-graduate student or even the
practising surgeon to keep abreast of contemporary
progress in the whole field of surgery, and the
young surgeon returning, or having, recently
returned, from a distant theatre or war and having
had no access, perhaps for a period of years, to the
unceasing stream of surgical development which
has flowed past in his absence, often feels that he
can never again regain a familiarity with surgical
literature such as he perhaps enjoyed before the
war began. The various annuals do something to
repair this loss but there is no synopsis of recent
improvements and advances in surgery available
in current medical literature of the kind which Mr.
Edwards has presented.

It is refreshing for the returned military surgeon
to pick up a book of over 400 pages in which only
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the first 20 pages or so are concerned 'with war
surgery. Chemotherapy, anaesthesia, and the
management of the water and salt balance are dis-
cussed with suitable simplicity. The surgery of the
oesophagus, which in its present form dates back
ortly ten or i 2 years, is particularly well covered,
and that other modern frontier zone, the pancreas,
is dealt with in full surgical detail. The chapters
on abdominal surgery show that even in this area
there is always something new.

This volume is very up-to-date. The chapter
on vagotomy, illustrated by some of Mr. Ian Orr's
diagrams, gives the only detailed account of the
technique of this operation which has yet appeared
in British literature.
The greatest joy of the book is the multiplicity

of its references, and if the volume itself is regarded,
as it well may be, as a synopsis of advanced surgical
thought and practice, the references are a guide to
a complete surgical education. More than go per
cent. of them are to papers written since I940, and
a substantial number date back only to I947.
The post-graduate student and the practising

surgeon will not elsewhere find so available a clear
and balanced account of the advancing edge of
modern surgical science.

I.A.

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT. SYMPTOMS-
DIAGNOSIS-TREATMENT

By GEORGE D. WOLF, M.D. J. B. Lippincott
Company. I948. PP. 523. Price 6os. net.
This book by a well known American ear, nose

and throat surgeon was written primarily for general
practitioners' use. It is beautifully illustrated and
remarkably concise. There is also an adequate
bibliography on all subjects. It is presented rather
from the clinical aspect which makes it easier for
clinical reference. The book stresses the medical
treatment a little more than the surgical; which
from the practitioner's point of view is possibly a
good thing. There is much in this book also which
is of great interest to those practising ear, nose and
throat surgery. Infections of the upper respiratory
tract are well discussed and the various methods
employed in their treatment including modem
chemotherapy. Little reference appears to have
been made, however, in the otological section to
work done in this country though the most modem
aspect of treatment for otosclerosis is given in some
detail. The distressing complaint of tinnitus has a
good chapter of adequate guidance to the prac-
titioner. There is a short chapter on rhinoplasty
also of interest, and the book ends with an excellent
chapter on allergy in relation to ear, nose and throat
conditions.
*The type is, clear, the paper smooth, the whole

text is set up in a pleasing manner, and this book is
to be recommended both for practitioners and
those engaged in 'the work of ear, nose and throat
surgery. The I49 illustrations include 25 in colour.

E.R.G.P.

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASESI
By DAVID SCHERP, M.D., F.A.C.P., and LINN J.
BOYD, M.D-, F.A.C.P. William Heinemann,
Medical Books Ltd. 1948. 2nd Edition. Pp.
743. Price 63s.
This book, which has been in existence for nearly

ten years, is now firmly established as one of the
standard textbooks of clinical cardiology. This
second edition has been completely re-written.
There is very little with which to find fault with

this orthodox and sound presentation of the subject.
However, the authors still cling to cardiac per-
cussion as a valuable means of learning the size and
shape of the heart at the bedside. They do not
make it clear that if a heart can be percussed, it will
have already been seen or felt, or both. Their
statement that percussion should be perfqrxmed
whenever possible with a patient standing obviously
limits the usefulness of the method.

In the section on auscultation the physiological
third sound receives the attention it deserves
nowadays. The new section on rheumatic fever is
up to date and expanded. Very rightly, conduction
of aortic systolic murmurs down to the apex is
emphasized and illustrated. We were glad to see
that the authors consider the much discussed Austin
Flint murmur is rare, as is also mitral regurgitation
of rheumatic origin without any evidence of stenosis
of that valve. Their statement that mitral regurgita-
tion should be diagnosed only if the left auricle or
left ventricle is enlarged, will prevent many
erroneous diagnoses and cause much heart search-
ing. Their account of gallop rhythm is clear and
adequate and the chapter on anginal pain and its
differential diagnosis is especially valuable to the
clinician. The' therapeutic section is up to date and
their full account of digitalis will be welcome.

This is a book to be thoroughly recommended to
all interested in the study and practice of cardiology.

S.O.

EMERGENCY SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. John
Wright and Sons, Ltd. I948. 6th Edition, in
five parts about I ,ooo pages. Parts I and II
Illustrated in colour. Price 2IS. per part.
'Emergency Surgery ' has for almost 20 yzars

been the Bible for most R.S.O.s and of those
surgeons suddenly called upon to carry out an
urgent operation in some part of the body with
which they are not intimately acquainted. Post-
war restrictions and the strangle hold of govern-
ment regulations have made the production of
medical books a most hazardous affair just at a time
when they are most needed in greater quantity
than ever before. Not to be thwarted by these
obstacles, Hamilton Bailey has arranged far his
well-known book to appear in five paper bound
parts and the first two of these have already been
printed, with even more illustrations than in
previous editions.
To the young surgeon about to embark on his
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