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place on the bookshelves of all those who are
concerned with chest disease.

S.F.T.

WAYFARERS IN MEDICINE

By William Doolin, F.R.C.S.I. William Heine-
mann Medical Books Ltd. 1947. Pp. 284.
39 illustrations. Price 2IS.

This book comprises a series of essays on medical
'history which the author has written over many
years. The subjects range from medicine in ancient
Egypt to portraits of Leonardo and Ambrose Pare,
with some delightful digressions into lesser known
territory such as those dealing with ' Journeyman
Surgeons ' and ' Some Antique Stones.'
The author is a Dublin surgeon who is blessed

with the gift of writing charming English, and as
each essay is the fruit of considerable research and
a wide knowledge of the subject, the result is a
most attractive;account of medicine through the
-ages. It is difficult to pick out individual chapters
for comment when they are uniformly good but
each reader will probably find his particular
preference.
The account of Burke and Hare entitled 'The

Resurrection 'Men' is particularly interesting.
Some Antique Stones is an entertaining story

of the old cutters for stone and there is a well
documented account' of' the ' Anatomist in Art.'
'The Bibliographical notes which form an appendix,
not only show the path of the author in finding his
material, but offer a guide to anyone wishing to
embark on a voyage into the history of medicine.

R.M.

DISEASES OF THE JOINTS AND
RHEUMATISM

A TEXTBOOK FOR STUDENTS AND PRACTITIONERS
By KENNETH STONE, D.M., F.R.C.P. Messrs.
Heinemann Ltd. 1947. Price 30s.

An authoritative book on the rheumatic diseases
is urgently needed for students and general
practitioners. Dr. Stone has set out to describe
the pathology, clinical features and treatment of

conditions that give rise to pain in the organs of
locomotion in a book that is well printed on good
paper with excellent reproduction of X-ray plates,
diagrams and microscopical sections. The subject
is an extremely difficult one to deal with scientific-
ally, as he recognizes. He writes lucidly and covers
the ground effectively, but there is too much
dialectic which seldom serves to clarify the point at
issue, and is out of place in a book of this kind.
For example most of the first chapter is taken up
with a lengthy discussion on the subject of classifica-
tion-if Dr. Stone prefers his own method, it is not
necessary that he should preface it with ten pages
of argument. Chapters on the anatomy and
physiology of joints, the method of examination of
individual joints and the principles employed in
treatment are sound and helpful, while subsequent
chapters on the main types of rheumatic disease
are good.
One page i68 Dr. Stone comments on the onus

of responsibility which falls on radiologists who
diagnose osteoarthritis of the spine too readily.
Surely the responsibility rests with the physician
who has to decide whether the radiological appear-
ances can explain the patient's symptoms. We
have all of us seen gross osteoarthritis of the spine
which gives rise to no disability whatever.
The last hundred pages are concerned with

muscular' rheumatism and fibrositis. Too much
space is taken up with a polemical discussion on the
work of Eppinger -and Hess and its application as
an explanation of what is described as ' vagotonic
muscular rheumatism.' At the end of it all we are
left ir some doubt as to whether Dr. Stone be-
lieves that fibrositis is a separate entity or not, and
wh,en e says that he hopes the student will haye no
difficulty in distinguishing fact from conjecture, we
believe that he is unduly sanguine. In his preface
the author refers to the ' long hesitation 'which he
experienced before writing these chapters. It is
perhaps pertinent to remind him that 'he who
hesitates is lost.' He states that ' medicine cannot
be taught by presentirng fact after dreary fact,
totally devoid of intrinsic interest as they are.'
This is evidently a cri de coeur from one who
spends much time in dealing empirically with
conditions that ar, not fully understood, but facts

Eleventh Edition. Ninety-fifth Thousand. Fully Revised and Enlarged. .8*" x S ". About 400 pp.
Lavishly illustrated in colour and black-and-white

DEMONSTRATIONS OF

PHYSICAL SIGNS IN CLINICAL SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S.

Physical Signs " has been out of print for some time and, in order to prevent further delays, it has
been decided to issue it in four paper-covered instalments. This unusual course has become necessary
because of increasing printing, and especially bindir.g, difficulties, which are now more in evidence than at ar.y time during
the war. After the appearance of Part 1, the remaining three parts will be issued at approximately two- to three-monthly
intervals.

A cloth case for binding the volume will be supplied with Part IV.
PART I WILL BE READY SHORTLY. 100 pp. 178 Illustrations, many in colour.

Each part will be Ss. 6d. net (postage 4d.), and orders can only be accepted for the complete work.

Bristol: JOHN WRIGHT & SONS, LTD. London: Simpkin Marshall (1941), Ltd.
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