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BOOK REVIEWS

TEXTBOOK OF HISTOLOGY FOR
MEDICAL STUDENTS

By EVELYN E. HEWER. 4th Edition. William
Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd. London.
1947. Pp. viii and 407. 393 figures. Price zIs.
The fact that four editions and three reprintings

of Dr. Hewer's textbook have been called for in
ten years rightly suggests that it adequately fulfils
its purpose.
The text presents the essentials of normal

histology clearly and simply; it properly relates
structure with function. Notes on certain
pathological changes in the tissue, and a new
chapter on the protective mechanism of the body
are included; they are brief and dogmatic but
should stimulate the students' interest and help to
bridge the gap between normal and morbid his-
tology. A 19-page appendix of standard histological
methods is fully sufficient for th medical student's
purposes.
The book is illustrated by excellent and well-

chosen photo-micrographs, mostly from human
material. These are accompanied by explanatory
line-drawings and diagrams which will undoubtedly
help the student to find his way about actual his-
tological sections. The series illustrating the
central nervous system should prove particularly
useful.
The enlarged chapter on the female reproductive

system might with advantage have included more
detailed illustrations of the cyclical changes in the
endometrium, and in the section on the bone
marrow haemopoiesis might have been more fully
illustrated. But only minor criticisms can be
made, and this highly satisfactory textbook can be
confidently recommended for use by medical
students in conjunction with their practical classes
and for revision.

R.D.C.

HANDBOOK OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

Air Publication I269B. His Majesty's Stationery
Office. 1947. Pp. 213. Price 7s. 6d. net.
This little volume is, in fact, a synopsis of pre-

ventive medicine as applied to the Royal Air Force.
As the foreword says, it is the responsibility of
medical officers to advise their commanders of the
measures necessary to protect the personnel under
their care, as far as possible, against communicable
diseases and any defects of habit or environment

which may impair their vitality. That their com-
manders do not always act on that advice is a sad
truth which every ex-service medical officer knows
only too well.
The book is compact, and has chapters on per-

sonal hygiene, water, food and nutrition, environ-
ment, conservancy, communicable diseases and dis-
infection. It contains much useful information for
the young service officer proceeding overseas for
the first time. The section on the control of in-
dividual infectious diseases has a good summary of
essential information on the commoner diseases to
act as a guide for routine preventive measures.
The book is well designed for its purpose, and

is a valuable addition to the other service publica-
tions on preventive medicine.

C.P.H.

RETROPUBIC URINARY SURGERY

By TERENCE MILLIN, M.A., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.,
F.R.C.S.I. E. & S. Livingstone. I947. Pp. vii
and 208. 163 illustrations. Price 25s.
This timely and attractive volume presents what

so many surgeons have been awaiting, a complete
exposition of the retropubic approach to the
diseased prostate with, in addition, an account of
the author's operation for stress incontinence in
women. The retropubic operation has now estab-
lished itself both in England and America as a
valuable advance in prostatic surgery. It is grati-
fying to both surgeon and patient alike and not
least of its advantages is the shortening of the post-
operative stay in hospital.
The book opens with a concise and lucid descrip-

tion of the clinical pathology of the various types
of prostatic enlargement. There follows a short
account of the merits of the various approaches to
the gland and then there is a most interesting
historical account of previous attempts at extra-
vesical prostatectomy. The description of the
author's own technique is to be found in Chapter IX
and, like all good operations, it appears simple in
print. The illustrations by Miss Barbara Nicholson
are self-explanatory and hardly need the captions
they carry. The important step of making a wedge
resection of the bladder neck is clearly pointed out.
Complications and their treatment are well covered
and prostatic lesions, other than hypertrophy,
e.g., fibrosis, stone and carcinoma are dealt with
individually.
A chapter on the author's method for stress in-

continence in women will have wide appeal. The
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