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regarding the value of the treatment, since we
have had no experience of it, but if the claims
of these workers are corroborated, in the near

future it may take the place of surgery to a
considerable extent and oust thiouracil from
the place it now occupies. -
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CORRESPONDENCE

THE DOCTOR AND THE NURSE
SIR,

I have read with interest your Editorial for the
July number of the Journal. My personal ex-
perience of surgeons does not incline me to agree
with your observations as to their meekness, or to
accept as realistic your account of the conversation
between sister and surgeon which you allege is a
daily occurrence. Be that as it may, you have
certainly raised an extremely important practical
point in regard to the training of the student nurse,
viz., the failure on the part of the vast majority of
doctors on a hospital staff to realize their obligations
in this vital matter. Medical men in general, and
surgeons in particular have been accustomed for
many years to a privileged position, in virtue of
which they receive the slavish attention of their
various technical assistants in ward or theatre, to
say nothing of the adulation of a public brought up
in the tradition of the sacrosanctity of the Medical
Profession. They have accepted this, like so manv
of the privileged classes, as an inalienable right, and
at the same time (again like so many of the privileged
classes), they have failed to shoulder the responsi-
bilities upon which alone the title to privilege should
rest.
There are other points in your Editorial which

give opportunity for discussion, but I hesitate to
trespass upon your valuable space. The duty of
the doctors in playing their part in the young
nurses' education is one of primary importance and
you, Sir, do well to call attention to it. I hope that
others may be stimulated to contribute to this
correspondence and to make some effort to jolt the
Honorary Members of Hospital Staffs out of their
attitude of complacent self-satisfaction.

I enclose my card, and remain, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

ATHANASIUS, M.D.

THE NURSE AND THE DOCTOR
SIR,

I have been given a copy of your Journal so that
I may read the Editorial: as I work in the theatre
I wonder if you would be interested in my views.
I agree that it is most unsatisfactory when changes
are made in the theatre staff during a ' list ', but
the nurse usually regrets this more than the surgeon,
and we, of course, obey sister's orders. I think it
is true that sister usually has our best interests at
heart and cannot afford to have us going sick, that
is why she avoids any individual overworking if
possible. But sisters like surgeons have their likes
and dislikes.
As regards the medical staff teaching the nurses,

I couldn't agree more. We always enjoyed lectures
from the doctors and one distinguished surgeon
who used to visit us was more than popular. It is
interesting, too, that he was one of those who
didn't ignore us in the wards, even in our proba-
tionary days and always had time to give a reason
for his demands.

Finally, whilst agreeing that the nurses' curri-
culum needs improving I have long wanted to make
an addition to the doctor's education. Just as we
benefit from the doctors' teaching I think that they
would benefit from ours. Every time a newly
qualified house surgeon appears for the first time
in the theatre or wards, I am amazed at his (or her)
ignorance of the ordinary routine of hospital
practice. Could not something be done to remedy
this ?

Yours,
'S.R.N.'
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