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London,
May 1947

Since the publication of the last number of
the Journal there has been a change in the
Editorial Board, and we have pleasure in
extending a cordial welcome to our new
Editor, Mr. Selwyn Taylor, M.Ch.,
F.R.C.S., who has recently been appointed
and who will take up his duties in the very
near future. We congratulate him on his
appointment and we wish him all success and
happiness.

In the Editorial to the April number of the
Overseas Journal we made some brief com-
ments on the general policy of the Fellowship
of Post-Graduate Medicine with special refer-
ence to the needs of the post-graduate and to
the future of post-graduate medical education.
In view of the recent passage of the National
Health Service Act we feel that some observa-
tions in the Home Edition on hospital teaching
may not be out of place.
That the facilities available under the new

scheme are likely to offer greater opportunities
for the provision of more and better teaching
there can be little doubt. Whether these will
be used in such wise as will readily satisfy
those post-graduates whose activities are
centred in the exercise of the practical art
rather than in the science of medicine is a
matter on which we would fain have some

greater assurance. For many years the
Fellowship of Post-Graduate Medicine, while
endeavouring, both in its Journal and in its
teaching courses, to keep the happy mean
between the academic and the practical stand-
points, has always tended to lean more par-
ticularly in the latter direction, having a special
sympathy for the needs of those who were
able to devote only short periods of time to
revision and whose interests had developed
more in the everyday walks of medical or

surgical practice than along the lines of original
research.
The good teacher is born, not made, and

however wide the opportunities in the shape
of access to unlimited clinical material, how-
ever advantageous the freedom from financial
embarrassment provided by the altered cir-
cumstances incidental to the new regime, when
once the provisions of the Act are imple-
mented, it will always be true that the value
of his teaching will depend mainly on his
personality and on his power of keeping
contact with his students and of anticipating
their individual difficulties with a readiness
to meet the pupils on their own ground. This
quality has been exemplified at its best in the
great teachers of the Edinburgh School about
the middle of the last century, the period at
which, perhaps, it may be said that that
School was at its zenith. It may be observed
here that these men, although not fettered by
any hard and fast regulations in respect of
private practice, were appointed primarily to
their several posts in virtue of their fitness as
teachers, and that the discharge of their func-
tions in this respect was regarded by the
School and University as a first duty. It is,
however, pertinent to note that those of them,
whose success in this academic field was out-
standing appear'to have enjoyed an equal
reputation among their private patients as
men whose practical advice was to be valued,
and indeed it was for this reason that it was
sought and that their success in the ordinary
sense of the word was assured.
We are sometimes inclined to wonder, a

little wistfully in this age of material science
when the poetry of life is in' some danger of
extinction, how far this rare personal quality,
to which we have just referred and- which still
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exists in many of our race who form a whole-
some leaven for the lump of humanity, will
be permitted to grow and flourish in the
schools of medicine in the coming years.
Much has been said about the advantages of
the material aid which the State can render
'to the community by its subsidy of the
medical schools and of scientific research. It
,is doubtless true that in the past not a few
have been lost to academic medicine whose
gifts as teachers and research workers were
great but who could not afford to tread the
long and thorny path which stretched before
the prospective consultant in the earlier days
of his career. It is, however, also true that,
notwithstanding such grave difficulties, many
have entered on their career by this same path,
and that the success, both material and moral,
that has ultimately rewarded them has been
not merely in spite of but to some extent
because of the hard and bitter discipline which
their own choice has entailed.

It is in the light of such considerations as
the above thai we have from time to time
reviewed the development of the National
Health Service Bill from its introduction up
to its final inclusion in the Statutes. It has
always seemed to us a pity that the Medical
Profession should have provided an oppor-
tunity for so much bitter controversy, as they
undoubtedly have by reason of their failure
to anticipate the inevitable demand, sooner or
later, for some re-organization of the machinery
by which the benefit they had to offer was
conveyed to the public. The unwillingness or

«

inability of doctors as a class to bind them-
selves together and to speak with one voice
on matters of public importance is notorious,
and it is to this fault on their part that most
of the present controversy and bitterness must
be ascribed. If the Profession could only have
initiated a scheme designed to ensure a close
and permanent liaison between the large
number of hospitals all over the country which
have, up to the present, worked in more or
less watertight compartments, if they could
have induced the medical and lay Boards of
these hospitals to sacrifice some of their
natural and not altogether unreasonable vested
interests for the sake of the improved organiza-
tion of communal service which would surely
have resulted therefrom, both the Profession
and the Public would have gained immeasur-
ably. The State would at the appropriate
time have been prepared to step in and play
its part, and much of the ill-feeling and
unseemly wrangling that has attended the
discussions concerning the present scheme
might well have been avoided.

It is in no party spirit that we view these
matters. We can only hope that with the
passage of time, when the actual working of
the Act has begun, the smooth progress of its
machinery and the successful pursuit of the
sane principles that underlie its main clauses
may be ensured by the maintenance of those
traditions that the past has handed down to
us and by that incomprehensible but dynamic
genius for advantageous compromise that has
always characterized the British Nation.

M.D.
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