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When one of the recognised medical classics presents
itself in a new edition, a reviewer must content himself
with a chairman's traditional remark: "too well-known to
require any introduction." Zachary Cope on the Acute
A bdomen, as the book has been familiarly known to several
generations of students and doctors, was first published a
quarter of a century ago. It has remained impressively
practical in its teaching and engagingly simple in its pre-
sentation. The illustrations are well-chosen and clear,
and really illustrate the text. The quality of the paper
and the large type make the book an extra pleasure to
read. Only minor alterations and additions, chiefly in
chapters VII and XI, and two new figures (21, 23) have
been introduced into this edition. Those who read by eye
rather than by ear may be tantalised by the author's
economy in punctuation, especially where unduly long
sentences are involved. To be invited in a footnote on
page 2IO to consult an article in "Proceedings of Royal
Society of Medicine, I914" (ignoring volume and particu-
larly page) is a little unfair. The reference contained in
the footnote on page 235 is complete, though here the
periodical is abbreviated into "Proc. Royal Soc. Med."
It is difficult to understand how so fastidious a publishing
house as the Oxford University Press with its classical
traditions has allowed such bibliographical mutilations to
remain untreated. "Mac Burney" on page 59 should
read "McBurney." The Index, while carefully compiled,
is not perfect. We wish this book the popularity and
success which it deserves.

ARBUTHNOT LANE: HIS LIFE AND WORK
By W. E. TANNER, M.S., F.R.C.S. BailliEre, Tindall and

Cox. London. 1946. Pp. 192. Price I5S.
First impressions, though notoriously treacherous, are

apt to be prejudicial. Like premature ghosts they may
even obscure one's vision. It is tempting to speculate
what "Willie" Lane himself would have thought of the
depressing, almost funereal, appearance of this biography
by his disciple and former house-surgeon. Mr. Tanner's
book is a paradoxical compilation, likely to fascinate as
well as vex the reader, for it is as fully documented as it is
episodic, and as philosophical as it is trivial. The intro-
ductory chapter, "Lane as I knew him," is as curious as
the final "Epilogue." Those who knew Lane well will
delight in the intimate portraiture of the man and in the
anecdotal presentation of certain episodes in his life.
Those who knew him not will fail to get a clear view of
one who is described as a "breaker of the idols of tradi-
tionalism, a bearer of a torch the flame of which all the
strong winds of adverse criticism could not extinguish."
The bibliography of Lane's published writings is impres-
sive as well as ornamental, but would have become useful
through the addition of a few tersely critical annotations.
The reviewer cannot agree that "when one has some
practical knowledge of the subjects, the mere reading of a
bibliography is a pleasant and mentally stimulating
occupation." Possibly "when one knows the man who
was responsible for it, one can fill in the gaps and so get a
complete mental picture of the man as well as of his
work." The index shows several lacunae and one or two
vexations of the flesh. And there are more misprints in
the text than the Errata slip would have us believe.
Attention is drawn particularly to several misprints in the
German title of item 297 in the bibliography (p. I6I).
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Iinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.
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