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was not raised. Further, a patient with renal
retinitis seldom lives as long as two yewa; a
patient with diabetic retinitis may quite well live
for ten years or longer. And lastly, in many cases
one can identify diabetic retinitis as distinct from
renal retinitis from the ophthalmoscopic appear-
ances, the chief points being the blotch hasmor-
rhages, the solid soapy or waxy appearance of the
exudate, the absence of a star figure, and the
absence of cotton-wool patches.
The fourth patient whom we will consider is a

woman of 50 with advanced secondary optic
atrophy. By secondary optic atrophy is meant an
atrophy which is the result of an antecedent
disease in the optic nerve or retina. The most
important example is that which follows papill-
cedema. By primary optic atrophy is meant the
degenerative processes which occur, for example,
in tabes dorsalis. It is important in some cases
to be able to say that this is a secondary or primary
atrophy, and it is often possible to do so with
assurance. In a good many cases, however, it is
not possible from the ophthalmoscopic appearance
alone to say which form of atrophy we are con-
cerned with. We may take the following as the
chief points of distinction between the two:-

In primary atrophy the disc edges are sharp,
the disc itself is greyish in colour, it shows a shelving
sort of cupping, the lamina cribrosa is exposed,
and the vessels are not reduced in size. As syphilis
is the commonest cause of this there may incident-
ally be signs of syphilitic disease of the retina or
choroid. In secondary optic atrophy the disc
edges are blui-red, the disc is an opaque white colour,
the physiological cup tends to be filled in, the
vessels are reduced in size, there may be a white
sheathing along them, more especially along the
veins, and there may be evidence of change in the
surrounding parts of the retina, but nevertheless
a good many cases of optic atrophy are observed
where it is not possible to tell from ophthalmoscopic
examination alone whether it is a primary or a
secondary change; and let me say a word or two
about the papillcedema which precedes the atrophy.

In papillcedema the disc edges are blurred, the
disc is swollen, and retinal haemorrhages and
exudates may be present, but the degree of sharp-
ness or otherwise of the disc edges varies greatly
under physiological conditions, and in the early
stages of papillcedema itmay quite wellbe impossible
to say whether it is indeed early papillcedema or
whether the blurring of the disc edges which is
present is no more than a physiological variation;
and if we are asked to report upon the condition of
the optic discs in a patient whom we are told has
headache and vomiting and in whom the disc edges
are blurred it is particularly important to maintain
a critical mind. It is obvious that if we allow a
report upon the optic discs to be tinctured by the
information that is given that- the patient has
headache and vomiting it ceases to be of any value.
Unless there are quite undeniable evidences of
pathological change such as haemorrhages or

exudates or measurable swelling, the only possible
correQt attitude to take up is that we are unable to
say whether early papillUedema is present or not,
and that we would like to see the patient again
in the course of a few days. I have known observers
misled to the extent of saying that 6D of swelling
of a disc was present because the disc edges were
blurred, and it seemed quite certain that the
patient had a cerebral tumour, whereas in fact-
as was positively proved by the subsequent course
-there was no cerebral tumour, and no pathological
change in the disc was present.
With regard to the estimation of swelling of the

disc, if particular precautions are taken and the
patient is thoroughly amenable, it is possible to
estimate swelling of the disc certainly within 1D,
but I have known observers profess to estimate
swelling of the disc, and to let important decisions
rest upon the result, when they were indeed doing
no more than estimate the patient's astigmatism.
There also is a tendency amongst such observers
to act on the principle of " When in doubt say 3D."
I have not often known the estimation of the
swelling of the disc prove of any real value.
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To the Editor of the POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL.,
SIR,-Though it has been an open secret for some time

the announcement by the Minister of Health of the decision
of his Committee on the future of the post-graduate move-
ment must give rise to many serious speculations.

I notice that from first to last no mention is made of
the Fellowship of Medicine, which has done so much for
post-graduate teaching in London, which is known through-
out the world, and which has so successfully co6rdinated
and combined the 50 or so London hospitals which were
willing and able to welcome qualified men to their classes.
I trust some means will be found to combine the Fellowship
with any new body that is formed.

I feel sure everyone will regret that the accepted principle
of a new hospital erected for the purpose has had to be
abandoned, and that the Minister has also abandoned
the idea of a central hospital which the Athlone Committee
considered essential.

It is proposed to enlarge the West London Hospital by
100 per cent. Even if the Government will advance
the money for this enlargement, will they also maintain
the hospital, which certainly cannot live on its school ?
It may be said that this is a matter for the hospital
authorities, but it is also the concern of all those interested
in the post-graduate movement, for if the beds cannot
be kept open the scheme falls to the ground.
How will the scheme affect the other post-graduate

college in London ? I refer to the North-East London
Post-Graduate College connected with the Prince of
Wales's General Hospital. This Hospital has borne the
burden and heat of the day for 20 years, and it is not too
much to say that had it not been for the self-denying
work of this College post-graduate teaching in London
would have done much less than it has. Is it to be the
fate of this College that it must try to carry on with the
whole weight of a state-aided organisation against it ?
There is no suggestion in the Minister's statement that
its position will be considered.

I do hope that in any discussion about post-graduate
education the Fellowship will be consulted, both about
principle and details.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

London, W.1. H. W. CARSON.
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