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OUR DUTY TO COLONIAL
VISITORS.

An Address delivered at the Post-Graduate Hostel
on Jan. 31st, 1927.

BY

SIR ARTHUR ROBINSON, K.C.B., C.B.E.,
PERMANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF HEALTH.

[AFTER referring to the wide import and many
ramifications of the title chosen for his address,
Sir Arthur Robinson explained that it was concerned
only with our duty in regard to post-graduate
medical facilities, and proceeded as follows :-]
No subject is more weighty, for none has more

potentiality to increase and develop latent or
existing strength than post-graduate medical
education, in its bearing on the health of people
here and overseas. Note also that, unlike many
imperial problems, it is one where no diversity
of interest arises. We here have a post-graduate
medical education problem, very urgent and
pressing. The dominions and colonies have it also.
In many directions progress in solving our problem,
while vital to us, is no less important to the colonies.
For the facilities we provide will now and for years
to come be equally useful to them-their nationals
come here first, and if they find here what they
need and are enabled to have access to it there is
no fear that they will not make the fullest use of
it, and some grounds of criticism fairly levelled
against us will cease to have application. Accord-
ingly one of the first of our duties is to consider
how we stand in regard to the provision of post-
graduate medical education facilities in England
and particularly in London, the capital of the
Empire. We have to remember that we are an older
and wealthier country, actually if not potentially,

and that our equipment, therefore, should be more
developed in these matters. The Ministry of Health
has been continuously impressed by the importance
and urgency of this problem generally, and especially
in regard to the insurance medical service. Very
soon after its establishment it found time to
consider it amid all the engrossing preoccupations
of that period.
RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED BY THE MINISTRY

OF HEALTH.
Able as always to rely on the ready assistance

of experts in all branches of medicine, in hospital
questions, and in education questions the Ministry
began by appointing a Committee to consider
and report on the whole question of post-graduate
medical education. This Committee surveyed the
field and presented a report, the gist of which was
that two things were required, first a hospital
in London allocated specifically'to general post-
graduate teaching coupled with an organisation
to deal with the allotment and shepherding of
those desiring it, and second an institute or school
in London for post-graduate education in the
special sphere of public health. The Committee
made it clear that these two things are needed
for ourselves, and they had in mind that, when
provided, they would also meet the requirements
of the colonies. The carrying out of these two
recommendations has been a preoccupation of
successive Ministers of Health, and it will not
be amiss if I say in summary what has been done.

A School of Public Health.
The Ministry naturally took up first the question

of the school or institute of public health, that
branch of the subject being its primary interest.
The appropriate branches and organisation for
such a school was gradually hammered out, again
with much assistance from experts, among whom
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