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EDITORIAL
Medical Planning 2. "CO-OPERATION"

In these days, so troubled not only with the trammels of war but also with the dystocia
of reconstruction, it is more important than ever that we should, each and all of us, take stock
not only of the present situation in the profession but also of ourselves. The medical profession
has, unfortunately, never been a happy one internally. Petty jealousies have been all too
common; appointments have often been subjected to the foibles and prejudices of medical
committees; practice has been a competition-often an unpleasant one-between near colleagues.
In fact, rival has been a more descriptive word than-colleague. None of these things has helped
to produce any cohesion. Few men, no matter their age, have been willing to step aside with
grace to allow another man, especially if he be younger, to forge ahead on a particular subject,
because they have felt that by so doing they might lose some prestige with the Mrs. Joneses
and the Mr. Smiths of this world, even if those same people would eventually benefit from such
a step.

There is an old saying, "United we Stand." How true this is, and how equally true that
disunion, avarice, greed, and personal prejudices serve as a natural breeding ground for all
those who wish to change the present state. Changes fostered or produced in such ground are
usually eccentric, .biased, or frankly revolutionary, and can never be balanced in outlook. The
results are always to the disadvantage of the majority of honest folk. We hope this is not to
be the background of medical reconstruction.

It may be that many of our colleagues returning home from the desert, from the high seas,
or from the Oflags, will have realised how much easier a difficult life becomes if, and when, they
can see eye to eye with their fellow-men. We hope sincerely that those of us at home waiting
to receive them will welcome them with open arms and genuine friendliness. But how can
they expect that if we have not already shown ourselves capable of getting together with a
certain modicum of unity?

From this it must appear to all who give serious thought to the reconstruction of our pro-
fession that we are wasting our time talking about Utopian schemes of Medical Health Services
for the country until, and unless, we have proved ourselves ready and willing to step down
from the high places when it becomes apparent that our job in any particular sphere has been
completed. How are we to show this?

First, we must show that we are willing to work together for the common cause. Suspicion
must give way to confidence, antagonism to friendliness. The younger man must be given his
head, although some control must be kept upon the reins. The older man must not stand in
the way to act as an obstructionist. He must become an elder statesman giving good advice
and helping to smooth the rougher ground. Each must realise the benefit of the other, and
each must be ready to give a lot and accept a little. And all must be ready to drum out those
who betray these confidences be they doctors, politicians, or laymen.

Second, politics must be eschewed. Once allowed to control the activities of the profession
the politician will drag us into the slough of electoral policies. That unwholesome prospect
already looms up this coming Whitsuntide.

Third, we must strive to keep up the standard of the average man in the profession with
post-graduate teaching. We must not try to teach him how to diagnose the rare disease
process but to recognise the ill patient, the common conditions which the body is liable to contact
or contract, the principles of successful therapeutics, and the psychological approach to the
patient and his dependents.

Fourth, we must see that the economic position of the patient is such that he may be able
to accept the treatments which are available now due to the untiring, and often unpaid, work
of the members of our profession.

First things come first. Let us begin to co-operate now. Delay may mean the loss of
all that is best in our profession.

The Editor would welcome correspondence on the subject of Medical Planning.
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