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AFTER-TREATMENT
A guide to general practitioners, house-officers,

ward-sisters, and dressers in the care of patients
after operation. By H. J. B. ATKINS, D.M.,
M.Ch., F.R.C.S. Blackwell Scientific Publi-
cations, Ltd., Oxford. 252 pages. 47 illust.
Price I5s.
Change is in the air. The medical curriculum is

under review. Is the medical student taught that
which is useful in after years? How much of his
time is wasted in attempting to absorb academic
facts and fanciful theories? Is he given the right
bias towards medicine? especially its prophylactic
side. All these questions and many others crowd
in one's mind when one looks at this book'on after-
treatment. For here is a subject about which the
student is taught absolutely nothing, yet it is an
aspect of his medicine that he will be called upon to
practise daily.
The ritual in the London medical schools is that

the house officer should pick up this important part
of medicine from the ward sister if he treats her
tactfully. Not all ward sisters re-act to this
technique. Admittedly, some of the old sisters
knew more than the doctors, but many of the
younger have not the knowledge. But why this
haphazard method of educating just those few
selected men who happen to be in charge of wards
run by old sisters. Why isn't the medical student
taught to give an enema? Why can't he make a
bed? Many medical men have never done either.
This book therefore fills an empty space; a no man's
land in the curriculum of the student is explored in
an attractive and useful way.
Written as a guide to general practitioners, house

officers, ward sisters and dressers, in the care of
patients after operation, it makes no claim to be a
book of reference for the experienced surgeon.
Early post-operative treatment, operation wounds,
scars and burns, the ear, nose and throat, the
thyroid and breast, the chest, the abdomen, the
genito-urinary system, amputation, fractures, and
the nervous system are covered, and there is a
useful appendix on writing reports, and appearing
in court.
Every individual surgeon has his favourite form

of after-treatment, and there is therefore much
very--controversial matter in each chapter. For
instance, gum saline is recommended to be given
intravenously (page 8). Many surgeons and
physiologists think this is dangerous, and that it
should never be used. Nothing is said about
cocainising the nose and passing a Ryles tube
nasally, although Senorans evacuator is illustrated
for post-operative gastric lavage. On page Ii, the
rectal method of giving fluid is stated to be ideal.
There is no. detailed description of method. Some
sisters can give patients quarts of fluid using the
Murphy technique, but no mention is made of this.
On page I2, a German proprietary drug is referred
to by its proprietary name, and not by its B.P.
name. Perhaps it is because we have a particular
antipathy to the advertising pharmaceutical pedlar
that reference to proprietary names of recognised
drugs makes one see red.

Is it necessary to purge patients post operatively?
The author says Yes. We feel No. There are,
however, more ways than one of getting to the
top of a hill.

This book takes one to the destination, but not
always by the paths we personally would choose.
It should prove to be of tremendous assistance to
those about to embark upon a surgical career,
especially for those to whom the book is addressed.

LEUKAEMIA IN ANIMALS
By DR. JULIUS ENGELBRETH-HOLM. Oliver &

Boyd, Ltd., Edinburgh, 1942. Price I5s.
Since I932 the Lady Tata Memorial Trust has

supported, in seven different countries, workers on
"diseases of the blood, with special reference to
leukaemia." One of the most distinguished and
energetic of these workers is Dr. Engelbreth-Holm
of Copenhagen, whom the Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee of the Trust invited to prepare a review of
our knowledge of the etiology of leukaemia. It is
appropriate that such a review should come from
Denmark, for serious experimental study of
leukaemia dates from the work of the Danes,
Ellerman and Banz, who in I918 showed that
leukaemia of fowls was transmissible not only with
cells, but by means of cell-free filtrates. The
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FUNGOUS
INFECTIONS
OF THE FEET

Every medical practitioner has experienced the extreme

difficulty of adequately controlling epidermophytosis of the
feet with the medicaments ordinarily advocated. A new
method which gives rapid and consistently satisfactory results
must therefore be of wide interest.

Ample clinical experience has shown that Azochloramid in
Triacetin 1: 500 quickly and thoroughly eradicates epider-
mophytosis. Its remarkable effect is due to the fact that
the basis, triacetin, which wets both the hydrous and lipoid
phases of tissue, penetrates some distance into the tissues
thus enabling the active germicide Azochloramid to deal with
deeply-situated filaments, and so prevent reinfection.

Azochloramid in Triacetin is a complex organic chlorine
compound, remarkable for its exceptional stability even in
the presence of organic matter. It liberates chlorine slowly
and so retains its potency for long periods of time as com-
pared with other chlorine-liberating compounds which

quickly lose their effective strength.

Further information on request to:

The Medical Department
WALLACE & TIERNAN, LTD.
Power Road, London, W.4

Telephone : : : CHlswick 6440

.-

manuscript of the work now reviewed was com-
pleted in Danish early in 1940, shortly before the
Germans overran Denmark. On reaching this
country, it was translated by Mr. C. L. Heel; of
the success of his task it suffices to say that no
reader of the book would suspect it to be a trans-
lation. The editors, with the author's consent,
have added references to important papers appear-
ing since I940; the work is thus fully up-to-date.

After short introductory sections on historical
aspects, classification and nomenclature, the book
proceeds to deal in turn with spontaneous leukaemia
in animals, transmission experiments, the role of
heredity, and attempts to produce leukaemia ex-
perimentally with tar and other agents. In each
section the author deals first with fowl leukaemia,
then with the disease in mammals, naturally placing
particular emphasis on work with mice. A short
summarising chapter is followed by a list of about
420 references, more than a hundred of these being
by workers supported by the Tata Trust. There
are 44 figures, chiefly micro-photography, well
reproduced.

Dr. Engelbreth-Holm has covered the subject
well and is cautious and critical and, in interpreting
results, even shows an exemplary critical faculty
towards his own work. He draws two conclusions
with which the reader who follows the argument
can hardly fail to agree: first, there is no reason
for suspecting any fundamental difference between
the leukaemias of man and of other animals;
second, there is every reason to regard leukaemia
as a neoplastic disease, the special features of which
are determined solely by the properties of the
haemopoietic tissues, which are involved. As he
rightly says, "If a hypothetical malignant new
formation be imagined as proceeding from these
tissues, the result can hardly be thought to be other
than the very picture that is seen in typical
generalised leukaemia." As one reads, one is
struck again and again by analogies with the
findings of those studying other new growths. The
book is thus not merely of great value to all inter-
ested in leukaemia, but should prove almost equally
useful to those who are concerned in trying to solve
the enigma of cancer.

HANDBOOK OF PRACTICAL
BACTERIOLOGY

By T. J. MACKIE and J. E. MCCARTNEY. Sixth
Edition. E. & S. Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1942.
Price I7s. 6d.
This edition had been considerably revised and

enlarged owing to the advances which have occarred
during the past four years in bacteriological
knowledge and technique. The book has always
appealed to many groups of workers and the needs
of these various groups have been kept in mind.
Thus, undergraduate and postgraduate medical
students, veterinary and science students, labora-
tory technicians and bacteriologists will find it of
great value in their work. It is, however, essen-
tially a book to be used in the laboratory. It is
divided into three parts and an appendix is added.
Part One is introductory and concerns the general
biology of micro-organisms and immunity. Part
Two is devoted to matters concerning bacteriological
technique. Part Tl4ree includes chapters describ-
ing pathogenic and commensal micro-organisms,
including filterable viruses and bacteriological
disguises. The book is excellent and is recommended
to workers in bacteriological laboratories who
require a practical guide in their work.
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