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AIDS TO ANATOMY.
By EDWARD P. STIBBE. 10th Edition. Baillitre,

Tindall & Cox. London. 1940. Price 5s.

The publishers of the "Aids Series" are to
be congratulated for providing students with a
valuable pr6cis of each subject necessary for
qualification. These small books are not
designed to replace the larger standard text-books,
but are to be used in conjunction with them,
and regarded as abstracts. Therefore, before
an examination, if the requisite preparation has
been done with the intelligent use of the " Aid,"
the whole subject can be quickly revised from the
summary and the salient features easily memorised.

In a subject such as Anatomy, a summary
such as is provided by Stibbe is invaluable and
has been used by generations of students. This
new edition is an improvement on the previous
one, containing, as it does, the provision of a
number of line diagrams clarifying points described
in the text and several explanatory paragraphs
and brief clinical illustrations are introduced.

There is considerable labour involved in con-
densing a subject like anatomy into the confines
of a small book containing 369 pages and the
author is to be congratulated on the extremely
sstisfying and useful result which he has achieved.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE
TECHNIQUE OF

PSYCHOANALYSIS.
Edited by EDWARD GLOVER, M.D. Bailliere,

Tindall & Cox. 1940. Price 10s. 6d.

This is a pleasantly got up manual, of a highly
technical nature, embodying answers to a lengthy
and well-devised questionnaire dealing with many
problems which confront the psycho-therapist.
But having raised the reader's hopes they are
then dashed by the extraordinary knack so many
psychoanalysts appear to have of employing
technical jargon of such complexity as to become
unintelligible even to those with knowledge of
the subject. For example, on the important
question of what constitutes the criteria of a cure,
to be told that these " have to be made in terms
of pyschic plasticity," or " they are to make the
goal of analytic endeavour the analysis of a strong-
hold against depression in cases which are not

clinically maniac-depressive," -is not really very
illuminating. If ever there was a " flight from
reality " it is becoming immersed in this morass
of jargon, which ultimately leads to unclear
thinking. For example, there is a reference to
the necessity of removing " actual psycho-physical
inhibitions such as hearing defects." Why not
just simple visual or hearing defects ? The
"psycho-physical inhibitions" adds nothing and
means nothing, for if I say someone is deaf and
no impulse can be transmitted, how can it be
inhibited ? It may be argued that every science
has its own complex terminology,.but one generally
finds that the clearer an exponent's ideas on his
subject are, the simpler his terms; for example,
the brilliant expositions on the heart by Sir Thomas
Lewis. One cannot help feeling that psycho-
analysis itself would greatly benefit if all its
exponents were forced to confine themselves to
simple language.
Having made these criticisms it is only fair

to add that the blame for these quotations, which
are samples of answers to the questionnaire,
cannot be laid at Dr. Glover's door, whose own
comments and annotations are lucid and com-
prehensible. There is a lot of interesting infor-
mation in this book for those with experience of
analytical therapy.

SURGERY OF MODERN
WARFARE.

Part I.
Edited by HAMILTON BAILEY. E. & S Iivingstone.

1940. Price 12s. 6d.
Since the outbreak of the present war several

excellent publications have appeared concerning
the surgery of war wounds, which are of the
greatest value, especially to the generation of
surgeons who had no experience in the manage-
ment of those injured in the Great VWar 1914-18.
Since that period many advances have been made
in surgery and a number of these can be applied
to the treatment of war wounds.

This book is an ambitious volume, containing
chapters from no less than sixty-five contributors.
It is divided into parts which will be published
separately as soon as they are completed, and the
ultimate object is to bring them together into a
complete bound volume.

Part I of the book contains 160 pages and it
is the intention to make the other parts as
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