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REVIEWS.

ESSENTIALS OF GENERAL
ANfESTHESIA, WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO DENTISTRY.

By PROFESSOR R. R. MACINTOSH and DR. FREDA
B. PRATT. Blackwell Scientific Publications,
Ltd. Oxford. pp. 334. 1940. Price 25s.

Professor Macintosh and Dr. Freda Pratt of the
Nuffield Department of Anmsthetics, Oxford, have
set out, as they state in the preface, to write on
the essentials of general anoesthesia with special
reference to dental anesthetics. It would have
been better to have called the book a Handbook of
Dental Anaesthesia, with reference to the essentials
of anwsthesia as a whole.

Their statement that the book is to assist those
reading for their final examinations, and also those
who wish to refresh their knowledge, describes its
purpose well.
The first chapter contains a good history of

Anasthesia, and is exceedingly well set out, and so
makes a good introduction to the book.
Few people seem to know anything of this very

interesting story of what we owe to the early
pioneers and how gradually new *methods were
evolved.
The following chapters deal with the theory of

Anaesthesia, and the respiratory mechanism and
regulation. All this is well written, and quite
easy to understand.
A section on cyanosis and signs of nitrous oxide

anaesthesia follows. There are some good illus-
trations here, all of which show the dental aspect.

There is good sound advice in the choice of
Anaesthesia, which is fully discussed.
A chapter headed " The more difficult patient"

is a good one, and appeals to those who are going
to make anesthesia a speciality or to carry on
with this branch in general practice.
The administration of the intravenous barbiturates

is described with pictures showing the method
of injection.

There is a good chapter on Ethyl Chloride, and
there are ample illustrations showing its use.
Vinesthene, chloroform and cyclopropane are
lightly touched on. Ether is described a little more
fully, showing methods of its use, such as the open,
semi-closed and closed circuit technique. Nitrous
oxide is very well set out and many pages are,
devoted to its use in dental extractions.

Endotracheal technique is described and there
are some good illustrations of this method, which
enable the reader to see exactly what happens
and what should come into view on passing the
laryngoscope.
A good feature of the book is the after care of the

patient, a subject which is well wortf reading.
Accidents, which may happen during anesthesia
are taken into consideration, and the appropriate
measures to avoid and counteract them when they
occur.
Emergency tracheotomy is described with good

illustrations and diagrams of the method employed
and the instruments used.

Analgesia is also described, and the various
machines in use.

The book finishes with a chapter on the legal
aspects of An.sthesia. This is a new idea,
especially to describe what a doctor should do to
safeguard his interests when in practice. Everyone
would do well to read this short but interesting
chapter.
The book is well bound, set out in good type, and

a credit to the Blackwell Scientific Publications.

SURGERY OF THE HAND.
By R. M. HANDFIELD-JONES. E. & S. Livingstone.

Edinburgh. 1940. Price 15s.
During recent years careful attention has been

given in an increasing measure to the treatment
of affections of the hand. This advance was most
probably due to the stimulating classical mono-
graph of Kanavel. We welcome this book on the
subject as it contains a clear clinical account of all
the affections of the hand without the experimental
data which is incorporated in Kanavel's work.
It is divided into three sections dealing respectively
with Infections, Injuries and Other Surgical
Lesions of the Hand. The book is beautifully
produced, c6ntaining clear diagrams and photo-
graphs, and we strongly recommend it to all who
have the management of patients suffering from
affections of the Hand.

BLOOD GROUPS AND BLOOD
TRANSFUSION.

By ALEXANDER S. WIENER, A.B., M.D., serologist
and bacteriologist in the office of the chief
medical examiner of New York City. 2nd Edition.
pp. 306. Bailli6re, Tindal & Cox. London.
1940. Price 27s. 6d.
The second edition of this book contains a

good deal of new material and it may be considered'
as a classic in its sphere. The technique, and
sources of error in blood grouping are well described,
as also the points in variation of agglutinin titre.
Opal glass is, however, probably preferable to
porcelain or a glass slide in grouping by admixture
of cell suspension (or blood) and sera. If the
latter are potent, the result may be read within
two minutes (a longer period favours pseudoagglu-
tination from drving) and the use of a microscope is
confusing and not required. The chapter on the
technique of blood transfusion is full and stress is
laid on the excellent results obtained by the
continuous drip method of Marriott and Kekwick.
The author prefers the transfusion of unmodified
blood, but gives citrated blood in conditions where
rapid introduction might be dangerous. In this
country the practical advantages of citrated blood
are considered to outweigh greatly the theoretical
drawbacks of the use of this anticoagulent. Stored
blood is dealt with rather briefly; in its use
American experience is now behind ours, dependent
on the War. We recognise that it can be given up
to 25 days' old with perfect safety and that in the
treatment of acute and chronic haemorrhage it
compares well with fresh blood ; further severe
reaction incidence is no greater than that associated
with the fresh variety.

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.17.183.20-a on 1 F

ebruary 1941. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

