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The enterprise of the Fellowship of Medicine

in producing a book on war wounds and injuries
is beyond all praise. It fills a need which was
felt by the generation of practitioners and
surgeons who have grown up since the last war.
These men have no past war experience to look
back upon.

There is a foreword by Lord Horder, President
of the Fellowship of Medicine in which he calls
attention to two omissions, one a chapter on
burns and one on sepsis. From our own experi-
ence in treating wounded soldiers transported
from Dunkirk to England, the two points on
which information was most needed were:-

1. How to treat burns six days or more after
the application of tannic acid when part
of burned area appears septic?

2. How to treat sepsis in amputation stumps?
These are two very pressing problems and

should, as Lord Horder says, have chapters
devoted to them.

Mr. Souttar in an introduction, makes the very
valuable suggestion that travelling consultantS
should be attached to the medical services
"whose whole duty would be to see where pro-
gress was being made, to encourage it by every
possible means and to distribute it to every
quarter."

In the book that follows, chapters have been
contributed by a number of surgeons and physi-
cians, many being specialists and experts of the
first rank. Sections have been written by men
of vast experience and these form the most
valuable portion of the book. Chest surgery has
been particularly well presented. This is
followed by an extremely clear essay on war
wounds of the intestine in which it is stated that
"The time factor is a most important one in
abdominal injuries, and every effort should be
made to get the man to the casualty clearing
station with all speed." With this sentiment
everyone will agree, and all wounds should be
treated within three to six hours of their receipt.
What the author does not tell us is how the

surgeon is to make contact with his wounded
and if there is criticism of the above quoted
sentence it is levelled against the term "casualty
clearing station." This is a relic of the last war
and what we need is a directorate which will think
in terms of the next war. It is within our experi-
ence that a man wounded in France suffering
from a compound fracture of the one leg and a

gun shot wound in the other crawled four miles
on his hands and knees, was then given a lift on
the tail-board of a lorry and driven twenty miles
to an aid post. It was much more than three
hours before he reached medical aid. This
experience is by no means unique.

In this war, the organisation of medical ser-
vices will have to be revised. What is now
needed is vast fleets of fast-moving ambulances,
each fitted with a wireless telephone, so as to be
in direct contact with troops, doctors, aeroplanes
and bases. Mobile operating theatres mounted
on lorries, capable of being used when the lorries
are in motion, not operating theatres packed in
boxes which have to be unloaded, unpacked, re-
loaded, and re-packed. Air ambulances with base
hospitals underground if necessary, far from the
area of possible conflict. These innovations will
doubtless come.

In the chapter on facial injuries a plea is made
for closer co-operation with the dentist at an
early stage of the treatment. There are some
very valuable observations on primary suture in
relation to function, the conservation of teeth,
etc. The importance of segregation of patients
with injuries to the face is stressed.
The eye, perhaps more than any other organ,

deserves and receives more attention and space.
The contributions are of a very high standard and
are all well illustrated.

Chemical warfare, and the injury produced by
poison gas is elaborated. There are four coloured
plates illustrating the effect of mustard gas on
the cornea. It is a little distressing to read that
mustard vapour in as low a concentration as one
in 10,000,000 produces ocular signs, and that
Germany, before the annexation of Czecho-
Slovakia had 145,000 tons of gas. It would
appear from this that the information in the
chapter may be of increasing value to a growing
number of patients and doctors.

It was with a sense of disappointment that
one came to the last chapter of the book, dis-
appointment that there was not more to come.
The anaesthetist has the last word and it is
fitting that it should be so as there seems to be
considerable difference of opinion throughout the
book as to the most suitable anaesthetics. On
page 11 we find that the first choice is local and
regional anaesthesia. This is a little difficult to
believe as all wounds are septic. On page 91,
gas and oxygen is put first but the writer has a
bias in favour of C.E. mixture induction, followed
by open ether-this for shocked patients with
abdominal lesions. The anaesthetist with the
final word, condemns this latter type of anaesthetic
and votes for cyclopropane for abdominal injuries
where relaxation is required. Incidentally it is
a little difficult to visualise any intra-abdominal
manipulation where relaxation is not required.
Oh! for the day when the anaesthetist will be
made to suture an upper abdominal incision.

In all books that one reviews the authors are
at great pains to tell us what they know. Why
not in addition tell us what they do not know at
the end of each chapter. We were all taught
at school that the enunciation of a problem was
the first step in its solution. When will some

enterprising author do this? It would stimulate
many to try to solve the puzzles presented.
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On page 199, the authors have stated one
problem "It seems that therefore immediate local
treatment is of little avail in cases where the
eyes have been damaged by mustard droplets or
highly concentrated vapour." Let us hope that
someone will find a neutralising agent-and soon.
The great fault with the book is that there is

not enough of it. We wish it success and hope
that this defect will be remedied in the not too
distant future.

DISEASES OF THE URETHRA
AND PENIS.

By E. D'ARCY MCCREA. Pp. 306. John Wright
& Sons, Ltd. Bristol, 1940. Price 21s. Od.
Our knowledge concerning disease and its treat-

ment of the various parts of the body is con-
stantly increasing and therefore periodic reviews

of this knowledge are most valuable. In this
book the author presents a detailed account of
our present knowledge of diseases of the urethra
and penis together with references to the
literature on the subject.
The author takes a reasoned view of recent

advances such as the treatment of acute ureth-
ritis by chemotherapy, stating that it is early
as yet to determine whether the results are
unduly optimistic and it is probable that the
dosage remains to be standardized. Excellent
accounts are given of the surgery of rupture and
stricture of the urethra. With regard to the
treatment of carcinoma of the penis we feel that
greater detail might be given concerning irradia-
tion methods and especially teleradium therapy
which is proving to be of definite value.
The book is well produced and includes excel-

lent illustrations. It is recommended to all who
desire up-to-date knowledge of diseases of the
penis and urethra.
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