
February, 1940 BOOK REVIEWS 67

REVIEWS.

SCLEROSING THERAPY.
Edited by FRANK C. YEOMANS, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1939. Price 27s. Od.
This well produced and beautifully illustrated

book consisting of sections devoted to hernia,
varicose veins, hydroceles and haemorrhoids, is a
most comprehensive work on injection therapy.
Each section is dealt with on a uniform plan,

with chapters on history, anatomy, and sympto-
matology, as well as a detailed description of
the technique of the injections.

Dr. Bratrud stresses that the injection treat-
ment of hernia is a method only to be undertaken
by practitioners who have had adequate surgical
training.
He claims that this form of treatment has

unquestionable merit in properly selected cases
and when suitable solutions are used.

It would not however be generally accepted
in this country that the treatment of hernia by
injection is yet sufficiently established to be in-
cluded as a standard procedure.

It is interesting to note that Dr. Shelley in
his section on varicose veins draws attention to
the danger of repeating a course of sodium
rr,orrhuate injections after an interval. With
regard to recurrences of varicose veins after in-
jection treatment the opinion is expressed that
the follow-up of cases has not, in general, been
carried out for sufficiently long periods and that
the symptomatic results are better than the
anatomical.
The sections on haemorrhoids and hydrocele

are comparatively brief but adequate, except
that the indications, contra-indications and com-
plications of injection treatment are not discussed
as fully as in the varicose veins and hernia
sections.

For those interested in injection therapy this
book should prove most useful.

"BRITISH MEDICAL
SOCIETIES."

Edited by SIR D'ARCY POWER, K.B.E., F.R.C.S.
Pp. xvi+312. With 48 Plates. 1939. Price
l(Os. 6d.
' Curiosity which is a desire to learn is an

integral part of the intellectual make-up of man,
though it is not limited to him because he
shares it with many animals. Originally it took
the form of question and answer as it still does
in children; later it was elucidated by discussion
and men formed themselves into Societies".
Thus Sir D'Arcy Power commences his preface
to a collection of 34 essays written in each case
by one having authority to describe the history
and habits of his own medical society. The
oldest, the Society of Apothecaries, dates from
1617, and the youngest, the Kensington Medical
Society commenced in 1925. Of the societies,
only 21 are situated in London, the others are
distributed throughout the English provinces,

Scotland, Ireland and Wales. Some are essen-
tially Societies for medical students. Others
satisfy the urge among specialists to inquire and
be curious or, alternatively to demonstrate and
teach. A few others foster the spirit of good
fellowship as well as a desire for knowledge, the
lower appetites of hunger and thirst being
assuaged by dinner before the instruction or dis-
cussion commences.
Some eight or ten pages are devoted l:o the

story of each society describing its foundation,
its more famous members, often its finances.
Such a book cannot be described as a thriller

and finished at one sitting, but to spend a few
niinutes now and then and be reminded of the
struggles and triumphs of the past and often to
meet great men, is time well and pleasantly em-
ployed.

These essays were first published in the Medical
Press and Circular.

THE SCIENCE AND ART OF
JOINT MANIPULATION.

By JAMES MENNELL, M.A., M.D., B.C. (Cantab.)
Vol. I. The Extremities. Pp. 228. 284
illustrations. J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. London.
1939. Price 18s. Od.
The profession has been waiting for this book

for a very considerable period, for Dr. Mennell
is one of the pioneers of manipulation and un-
doubtedly has developed a technique which if
not unique is at any rate original in many of its
phases. This is only the first part of the book
and deals with the upper and lower extremities.
An enormous amount of painstaking work and
detailed study has gone into the book and this
coupled with a very large number of illustrations
makes the meaning clear. It would probably
be fair to say that a great many of the facts
mentioned are not to be found elsewhere in
medical literature and the amount of anatomical
work that has been done is really astonishing.
Space is given to a description of osteopathy and
the cures attributed to bone setting. Locked
joints are described and the question of elasticity
in joints and ligaments is mentioned. The maxi-
mum range of each joint is dealt with and wNe
are very glad to see that the danger of force is
particularly stressed.

It may be said that the book is more designed
for the orthopaedic surgeon and the rheumatolo-
gist than for the general practitioner, but there
is no doubt that if practitioners can find the time
to read it and the time to absorb it, they would
come across in their practices a very large
number of cases in which the principles could
be applied.
The book is difficult to review because it is so

detailed, but there is no question that the
principles which underlie it are sound. The work
is beautifully illustrated and does great credit
to the publishers.
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