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WORTH'S SQUINT.
By F. BERNARD CHAVASSE, M.A., D.M. (Oxon).

Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. Pp. xxiv, 688.
Seventh Edition. Illustrated. 1939. Price
25s. Od.

Although this book is called the seventh
edition of Worth's squint it is, in fact, nothing
of the sort. It is a new conception of the cause
of strabismus, and treatment is modified accord-
ingly. It would have been better, therefore, for
Mr. Chavasse's book to have had a title of its
own.

Binocular vision it is shown is dependent upon
binocular reflexes-either inborn or acquired or
both. During development, from very early
infancy, these reflexes gradually stabilize them-
selves, and in a normal individual achieve the
perfect balance of stereoscopic vision. Any im-
pairment of this normal development, from
whatever cause, may result in an imperfect
"binocular reaction" with a squint as a
probable sequel.

This book is divided into five sections.

SECTION I traces in comparative anatomy the
gradual approach, in vertebrates, to the use of
the eyes together, the enlarging of the binocular
field as the eyes come further forward in the
face, and the physiological reflexes concerned.

SECTION II deals with the development of
binocular vision up to childhood, and shows how
acquired conditioned reflexes, little by little, take
the place of inborn reflexes, if it is to the indi-
vidual's advantage to do so.

SECTION III is concerned with pathology. Ob-
stacles to the development of normal binocular
reflexes are considered and classified.

SECTION IV is devoted to diagnosis. Every
squint is dependent upon three factors.

1. Deviation.
2. A primary obstacle responsible for dis-

sociation of the eyes.
3. Secondary correspondence which develops

in every case and is responsible for dis-
sociation after the primary obstacle has
been overcome.

SECTION V deals with treatment. Stress is laid
upon the importance of early diagnosis and im-
mediate treatment. The author advocates
operation at a very early age, if it is indicated,
as parallelism of the visual axes is essential if
normal correspondence is to be achieved.

The author has little use for orthoptic train-
ing, and regards it merely as an aid to diagnosis.
The book requires very careful study (there are

over 600 pages of reading matter in it) and it
presents for consideration and discussion a new
outlook on a very difficult subject. The reviewer
is impressed by the author's reasoning and be-
lieves that the book will help to advance our
knowledge of this complicated question.

This is an excellent publication in every way.

THE INFANT.
A HANDBOOK OF MANAGEMENT.

(Second Edition.)

By W. J. PEARSON, D.M., F.R.C.P., and A. G.
WATKINS, M.D., M.R.C.P. H. K. Lewis & Co.,
Ltd. 1939. Crown 8vo., pp. viii, 56. Price
2s. 6d. net.

The second edition of this small volume pre-
sents much useful information on the care and
feeding of the healthy infant.

The opening chapter is devoted to breast feed-
ing, the importance of which is well stressed;
artificial feeding, however, is dealt with in a
manner which seems too terse to be of much
practical assistance.

Among the improvements of the second edition
is a new chapter on the management of the pre-
mature infant. Here, as in the rest of the book
the directions are given in a clear and precise
manner, though upon a subject, in which atten-
tion to the needs of the individual infant is of
such importance, the very definiteness of the
instructions might lead the inexperienced astray.
The book is essentially simple and practical

throughout, and should have a wide field of use-
fulness, especially amongst those, lay or medical,
who are infrequently concerned with the problems
of infant management; it concludes with a series
of useful tables, recipes and diet sheets.

BIOLOGICAL
STANDARDISATION
OF THE VITAMINS.

By KATHARINE H. COWARD, D.Sc. Bailliere,
Tindall and Cox. 1938. Price 12s. 6d.

Dr. Coward's book is the most detailed and
clear exposition of the standardisation of the
vitamins written: it will be the standard refer-
ence work for all those researching on the
vitamins.

The general principles which govern the bio-
logical method of determination of vitamins are
given very clearly and much useful advice on
the methods employed in animal experiments
will be found by future workers. The writer
deals with the international standards for
Vitamins A, B1, C and D, the definition of the
units of these vitamins, their distribution, and
estimation and the mode of their preparation.
The chapter on the choice of animals to be

used for vitamin determination is full of prac-
tical details and it is most interesting to note
that the diet used by Steenbock failed to pro-
duce good results when used in London and
that the failure wast probably due to the use of
pasteurised milk. Stress is laid on the point that

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 23, 2023 by guest.

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.15.170.409-a on 1 D

ecem
ber 1939. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

