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irregular gout which may be read with
pr
The book will usefully serve the purpose

for which it was written.

WHITLA'S DICTIONARY OF
TREATMENT.

Including medical and surgical therapeutics,
eighth edition.

By R. S. ALLISON, M.D., M.R.C.P., and
C. A. CALVERT, M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.I.
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. London.
1938. Price 30/-.
This well-known text-book originally

written by the late Sir William Whitla, has
now been re-written by members of the
Belfast School of Medicine. It covers the
whole field of medical and surgical treatment
as in the original volume, and it is indeed
a matter of some surprise and certainly con-
gratulation that the field has been covered
so adequately.

It is naturally impossible in considering a
book which covers so wide a field to mention
individual contributions, but the section
dealing with chronic rheumatism and
phthisis are particularly well written and
comprehensive, and the section that deals
with affections of the pituitary gland is also
good. To show how thoroughly the book
has been written, there is a paragraph in
small type dealing with the gonadotropic
hormone as also with the growth hormone,
and mention is made of the effect of the
pituitary on the thyroid through its thyro-
tropic principle. Mention is even made of
the fact that hypophosectomy prevents
diabetes mellitus in depancreatised dogs, a
fact which was only discovered expen-
mentally in 1931 and has only been applied
to practical medicine very recently.
The authors have successfully carried

their plan of action into effect but it seems
doubtful in the present state of medicine
whether it is wise to try and do so much in
so little space. However, the book is only
intended for reference where the relative
values of various treatments are in doubt,
and as this purpose is adequately fulfilled, it
would be ungracious to elaborate the point,
and of all the books on treatment-and they
are many-this appears to be one of the
very best.

EVOLUTION OF OBSTETRIC
ANALGESIA.

BY ANDREW M. CLAYE, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
F.C.O.G. Oxford Medical Publications.
1939. Price 6/-.
I have read, with great pleasure, Professor

A. M. Claye's book on the "Evolution of
Obstetric Analgesia." It is a small but
excellent book in which Professor Claye deals
briefly but very thoroughly with the subject.

I can recommend it strongly to all who
are interested in the subject of analgesia in
labour.

CONTROL OF CONCEPTION.
(Second Edition.)

By DR. R. L. DICKINSON. Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox. London. 1938. Price
16s.
Dr. Dickinson published his first text-book

on this subject in joint authorship with Dr.
Louise Bryant in 1931. Since then such a
large amount of work has been done that a
new edition became necessary, and this
volume was issued in 1938.
Everyone who knows anything of contra-

ception, honours Dr. Dickinson for his
outstanding work in this field, he has given
continuous attention to the subject from its
earliest days and his prestige and professional
standing have been of the greatest possible
help to the birth control movement in
America. The present publication is a text-
book of 390 pages written strictly for medical
practitioners and medical students and not
for the general public. Its contents cover
the anatomy, physiology and chemistry con-
cerned in the subject, exhaustive descriptions
of every known method of contraception, a
useful chapter on methods of therapeutic
abortion, details of equipment for birth
control clinics, and a programme for future
research.
The bibliography alone makes the book

worth possessing. Eighteen pages of small
type describe works in English, German and
French. In each case the exact page
references are given as well as names of pub-
lishers, journals and dates of publication.
A feature of the book is the illustrations;
there are 128 pages of fine drawings all
executed by Dr. Dickinson himself.
American text-books seem to be ahead of
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ours in this respect. In this case everything
which can be pictured is given a drawing,
perfectly clear in intention, and, most
unusual in diagrams, often satisfying to the
eye, because of the fineness and delicacy of
the line.
With so much to praise it seems ungrateful

to criticize, but one inaccuracy of fact should
be noted. On page 147 it is stated that Voge
first developed the foaming jelly employed
in England. I am informed authoritatively

that Dr. Voge had nothing to do with the
product in question.
The general attitude taken by Dr.

Dickinson towards the success and failure of
the methods described is critical and exact-
ing; tables are given of relative effectiveness
of different methods, and throughout the book
it is insisted that the science of contraception
is still in its infancy, and that further
research is imperative before the world can
be said to have entered on the era of
scientifically controlled population.

Forthcoming Medical Books.
EDWARD ARNOLD & CO.,
41 & 43, Maddox Street, London, W.1.
"A History of Tropical Medicine," based
on The Fitzpatrick Lectures, delivered
before the Royal College of Physicians
of London, 1937-38, by H. Harold
Scott, C.M.G., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Lond.),
Director, Bureau of Hygiene and
Tropical Diseases. In two volumes.

Medium 8vo. 1,100 pages. 16 black-
and-white plates. 50s. net. Ready in
July.

"The Treatment of Rheumatism in
General Practice," by W. S. C.
Copeman, M.A., M.D., B.Ch. (Cantab),
F.R.C.P. Third edition. Demy 8vo
viii and 268 pages. 10s. 6d. net.

Miscellaneous.
This Section deals with New Drugs, Preparation#, Surgical Instruments, etc. The description of each article is
supplied by the Producer. Particulars regarding insertions, which are free of cost, may be obtained from the

Business Manager, Fellowship of Medcotne and Post-Graduate Journal, 404. Grand Butldtna., W.C.2.

An appeal to the medical profession to
support British research is the " motif " of

the exhibit of Pharmaceutical
Pamaceu- Specialities (May & Baker)tical

Spciale Ltd. of Dagenham at the
(M& B) Ltd. B.M.A. Exhibition at Aberdeen.

Prominently displayed on their
stand is the text, "Your support has
enabled May & Baker's research laboratories
to produce M & B 693. If you will extend
your prescription of May & Baker products,
you will help to further British research."

Visitors to the May & Baker stand at
Aberdeen will have an excellent opportunity
of obtaining information on a wide variety
of British-made medical specialities.
M & B 693 is, of course, the centre of
interest, but the exhibit includes two other
sulphonamides, PROSEPTASINE and
SOLUSEPTASINE; the gold salt, MYO-
CRISIN; SONERYL, a British hypnotic
for general use; ARTHRYTIN, for the treat-
ment of arthritis; NOVARSENOBILLONm
N.A.B., May & Baker's well known

arsenical, and many other products of
established repute.

We have received an informative and
interesting handbook from Glaxo Labora-

tories dealing with their pro-
Glaxo duct OSTERMILK. It
Laboratories describes the physiological

formulary, the method of
manufacture and the scientific and bac-
teriological control. A section of the book
deals with some of the commoner clinical
difficulties encountered in infant feeding
generally, together with tables and question-
naire for mothers which should be useful to
the practitioner. The OSTERMILK Hand-
book was published after many months of
careful compilation and provides a com-
prehensive survey of the considerations
involved in the wise choice and use of dried
milk.
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