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REVIEWS.

MINOR MEDICAL
OPERATIONS.

By KENNETH & EDITH HARRmS. Pp. x-
198. H. K. Lewis & Co. London.
1938. Price 7/6.
This simply written book, described as

"for Senior Medical Students and Recently
Qualified Practitioners," will, no doubt, be
found equally helpful by those of more
mature experience. In his House appoint-
ments, the newly qualified man generally
accumulates considerable experience in the
performance of the more usual medical
operations, such as thoracic and abdominal
paracentesis, lumbar puncture, induction of
artificial pneumothorax, passage of the
stomach tube, or even blood transfusion.
The percentage of medical men who enter
on their life's work, whether as general
practitioners or consultants, with the slight-
est idea of how to administer a simple enema
effectively, must, however, be painfully
small. The need, therefore, of a work such
as this, describing every operation the
physician, as opposed to the surgeon, may
be called upon to perform, or superintend,
in the regular course of his profession, is
obviously appreciable.
The first part of the book, which is

devoted mainly to description of indications
for, and the technique of minor medical
operations, includes also the procedures for
the collection of specimens for pathological
investigation. The chapters are arranged
according to the various systems, and a con-
sistent tabular scheme is used throughout,
the following main headings being used
where applicable-" Indications," "Appar-
atus required," "Position of Patient,"
" Technique," and "Difficulties and Com-
plications."
A great number of operations are des-

cribed, most of them regular requirements
in practice. One or two procedures, for
instance, cisternal puncture and lipiodol
myelography, are described, which should
be seldom, if ever, carried out except by~
the skilled specialist. It is perhaps as well,
however, that they should be outlined.
Useful chapters are included on the per-
formance of the various skin tests, and on
saline administration.

No reference is made to the collection of
specimens for the estimation of the basal
metabolic rate-perhaps an unfortunate
omission. It might also be wise in future
editions, of which no doubt there will be
many, to include a warning as to the use
of the mercury cesophageal tube for so-
called achalasia of the cardia-(cardiospasm)
-or perhaps this short section might be
conveniently omitted altogether!
A short description of the "double tube"

and the Studa chair would have had the
effect of rounding off the otherwise excellent
chapter devoted to the lower alimentary
system.
The second part of the book, of some

thirty-five pages only, describes a number
of the more common nursing measures of
which the medical man should have some
knowledge. It is so easy to order a tur-
pentine stupe, an ice pack, or the
application of leeches, but not always quite
so simple to instruct a possibly amateur
nurse how to carry the order into effect.
Here is a section which should be read by
every one of us.

In effect, this is a first-rate, well arranged,
and eminently useful "vade-mecum
deserving of every recommendation.

PYE'S SURGICAL HANDICRAFT.
(Eleventh edition.)

Edited by Hamilton Bailey. John Wright
and Sons Ltd., Stonebridge House, Bristol.
Price 21/- net.
We are very pleased to welcome the

eleventh edition of Pye's Surgical Handicraft.
Although the book has the familiar red
cover, its contents have been entirely re-
written. Originally it was the work of one
man. Now there are twenty-nine contribu-
tors. It must have been extremely difficult
to know what to incorporate, and what to
omit in a book of this nature, but one does
wonder why the treatment of gonorrhoea and
the treatment of syphilis are given in such
detail. Both these diseases are now treated
by specialists in special departments.

There are many unique suggestions in the
book. For instance, on page 141, it is sug-
gested that circumcision in young infants
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