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THE ABNORMAL IN
OBSTETRICS.

By SIR COMYNS BERKELEY, M.A., M.C.,
M.D. (Cantab.) F.R.C.P. (Lond.)
M.M.S.A., F.C.O.G.; VICTOR BONNEY,
M.S., M.D., B.Sc. (Lond.) F.R.C.S,
F.R.A.C.S. (Hon.) M.R.C.P. (Lond.);
DOUGLAS MACLEOD, M.S., M.B.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.P. (Lond.) M.C.O.G.
Pp. 511. Edward Arnold & Co. London.
Price 18/- net.
This book is a new departure in

obstetrics, in that it endeavours to place
between two covers all that information on
abnormalities which otherwise would take a
fairly extensive research to find. It must be
admitted at once, that the authors have
accomplished their aim in a very satisfactory
manner.

In essence, the book is for the moderately
experienced obstetrician, be he reading for
the higher examinations and honours, or
aspiring to membership of the College of
Obstetrics, but it is probable that the book
will be most widely read by the practitioner
whose work includes a fair proportion of
midwifery. To such a one, especially in a
country district where he has to rely on his
own skill and resource, it will be an invalu-
able addition to his library. He will find it
divided into three parts, medical, surgical
and obstetrical. The medical section, which
is very full and contains mention of many
conditions which must surely be looked upon
as quite unconnected with pregnancy, will
provide information not to be found in any
text-book but taken from various journals,
the references to which are very fully given
in a bibliography at the end of the book.
Chapters on blood transfusion and anaes-
thetics are included, and one on mental
disorders by Sir Hubert Bond. The surgical
and obstetrical sections deal with more
generally familiar matter, but in an eminently
readable and lucid manner. There are no
illustrations, as these can be looked up in
any good text-book, and much bulk is saved
in the present volume by excluding them.

Altogether it is a most useful book, and
can be very strongly recommended to that
section of practitioners for which it is
intended.

IODINE METABOLISM AND
THYROID FUNCTION.

By A. W. ELMER, M.D. Pp. 533, 23
figures and 86 tables. Oxford University
Press. London. Humphrey Milford.
1938. Price 30/-.
This book deals with iodine metabolism

but almost entirely from the point of view
of thyroid function. It includes a historical
review, devotes fifty-eight pages to methods
of iodine determination in iodine com-
pounds, the remainder of the book being
devoted to the physiology and pathology of
iodine metabolism. In addition to this there
is a bibliography at the end running into
sixty pages.

It will be seen that the work is extensive
and complete and there is no aspect of
iodine metabolism which is neglected,
although there are some points which are
not mentioned even in this very complete
work. The book will have its greatest use
no doubt in assembling in one place all the
known facts of iodine metabolism and so
wrill be of greater interest to the laboratory
worker. Opinions vary a good deal as to
the value of the iodine test meal, and a
definite expression of opinion on this subject
would be welcome in future editions. The
print is good and the sub-headings adequate.
The original work was published in 1936

by the Polish Academy of Science, and the
English translation has been considerably
enlarged. The book does not deal in any
sense with the pharmacology of iodine or
therefore with its significance in the treat-
ment of disease.

ADVENTURES IN
RESPIRATION.

By YANDELL HENDERSON. Bailliere,
Tindall and Cox. London, 1938.
Price 13/6.
This book is the professional auto-

biography of a physiologist. Professor
Henderson has shared in the discoveries of
the control of respiration which have
written a new chapter in physiology
during the last thirty years. He begins the
story with Lavoisier but the intimate history
that is unfolded deals largely with the
work of Haldane and the developments
that followed, and in which the author has
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played an active part both as collaborator
and as an independent investigator. In
the earlier chapters he develops the thesis
that "oxygen is an essential food, but not
a stimulant. Carbon dioxide, on the con-
trary, is a tonic and a stimulant." The next
chapters are not so interesting and much
of their contents might have been omitted,
for running through them is the implication
that his work did not receive the recognition
it deserved. When however, he discusses
the practical applications of the administra-
tion of carbon dioxide in post anesthetic
states and many forms of asphyxia, the
interest of the reader is held by the revolu-
tion in many accepted theories brought
about by the success attained. The later
chapters are all easy to read and the pro-
cesses of thought that led to the use of
carbon dioxide and of mixtures of oxygen
and carbon dioxide in the treatment of
carbon monoxide poisoning, asphyxia
neonatorum and shock are clearly enun-
ciated.

In spite of much padding this is a book
that should be read by all interested in the
physiology of respiration and of the circula-
tion, and anaesthetists, obstetricians and
casualty medical officers will find much of
interest and value in the later chapters.
There are still many gaps in the story and
hypotheses are clearly distinguished from
facts, so that this book may well prove to
be a stimulus to further valuable
investigations.

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE
NERVOUS SYSTEM.
(Published November 1938.)

By J. F. FULTON, M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.),
S.B., M.D. (Harv.). Sterling Professor
of Physiology, Yale University, Formerly
Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford.
Oxford University Press. 1938. Pp. 675.
Price 25/-.
Neurophysiology has shared to the full

in the remarkable expansion of medical
knowledge which the present generation is
witnessing. The extent of this may be
illustrated by the fact that Sir James
Crichton Browne, who recently died, pro-
vided the facilities for Ferrier's experiments
on cerebral localization, before which the
physiology of the nervous system had not
advanced much beyond the conceptions of
the phrenologists.

A vast amount of knowledge concerning
the functions of the nervous system, includ-
ing the recent discoveries of the functions
of the hypothalamus and of cortical electri-
cal rhythms, has been acquired within living
memory and much of it within the last ten
years. The time, therefore, was ripe for a
book which should render available to the
ordinary student recent work on neuro-
physiology, especially in relation to clinical
neurology. This is the aim which Professor
Fulton has set before him.

His task was a difficult one since neuro-
physiology, with its close dependence upon
neuro-anatomy, is a very complex subject.
He has succeeded in achieving a lucid and
remarkably comprehensive exposition, well
illustrated with diagrams and documented
with over 1,300 references. The result is
a valuable and much needed book, which
will be appreciated especially by advanced
students of physiology and those desirous of
obtaining special knowledge of neurology
and psychological medicine. It is to be
feared, however, that even after reading
Professor Fulton's book the ordinary
medical student will still tend to regard
clinical neurology as somewhat of a terra
incognita, but for this the nervous system
and not Professor Fulton must be blamed.

OXYGEN AND CO2 THERAPY.
By ARGYLE CAMPBELL, M.D., D.Sc., and

E. P. POULTON, M.A., D.M., F.R.C.P.
Second edition. Pp. xv+202. Oxford
University Press. London. Humphrey
Milford. 1938. Price, 12/6.
This book still holds its own as the only

really complete book devoted to this limited
subject.
The new edition has been revised with

the addition of a bibliography of recent
literature.
The physiology of the blood gases is briefly

considered, and then comes the chapter
devoted to oxygen injection.
The various diseases in which oxygen

therapy is used follow and lastly come
practical methods of oxygen inhalation, a
detailed account of oxygen chambers both
stationary and portable.
Carbon dioxide is of course considered in

conjunction with oxygen throughout the
book.
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